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CELEBRATE GRAND FINAL WEEK 


“THE PAPER THE STARS TALK TO: 


at a pulsating weekend it has been 

the soccer world, with many a 

litle destination finalised and the Grand 

Final combatants alerted to the task 
ahead, 

Carlton must be congratulated for the 
magnificent showing they have provided 
this term, especially as no club before them 
has reached the pinnacle of Australian 
Soccer in their first season. 

Congratulations to Eddie Krncevic and 
the players for a job well done, 

Commiserations must go to 
Marconi who, 
uncharacteristically, 
looked a little shaky in 
defence, yet it still 
took a last minute 
goal to decide 
South’s partners 
this Saturday night 
in Melbourne. 

Congratulations 
to all teams, 
managers and players 
for this part of the 
Season and Jet us hope that I 
a real treat is in store for all 
Supporters this coming Saturday 
night, 

To this end Leon Keramaris, of the South 
Melbourne Supporters’ Group, would like it 
known that they are having a get together 
before the big match, 

All interested people are welcome to 
meet at the Cricketers Arms-Hotel, 327 Punt 
Rd Richmond at 4pm on 16 May ‘Grand 
Final Day’. 

Compliments go to all the winners of the 


various leagues around the world, to Celtic 
in particular for finally breaking the 
stranglehold of Rangers in Scotland, 
Arsenal, Ajax, Juventus and many, many 
more. 

It was rather remiss of us to miss out on a 
Scottish FA Cup Final preview, for this we 
apologise, but sadly, the files went astray 
and, at time of writing, cannot be retrieved 
from the system. We alway were expecting 
a few teething troubles and ask that you bear 

with us on this one. 
It’s to be hoped that your 
new look ABSW is to 
your liking and that 
you will join us 
again in the 
coming weeks 
as we 
introduce yet 


competition 
next week, 

Until then, may 

add to all 

supporters of winning 

teams well-done, and hard 

luck to all who follow the relegated 

(stick with them, they'll turn things around), 

and to those in between the top and bottom, 

think about this wise old saying: 

‘I firmly believe that you should either be 
battling for the title or battling relegation at 
the end of the season. That way you keep 
the fans’ interest to the final whistle’, 

Be lucky. 


Micky Brock 
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ueensland’s XXXX league was rocked last week by the 
second coaching resignation when Wynnum’s Georgie 
Cowie quit the club, 

But the news was not all bad for Wynnum as Cowie was 
quickly replaced by former Brisbane City coach, and current 
Brisbane Strikers assistant, Peter Tokesi. 

Cowie's decision to leave the club after almost two years at 
Wynnum had nothing to do with the team’s performances. 

In fact Cowie’s loss has been Queensland soccer's gain as 
he is making the move into the Director Of Coaching ranks at 
the Sunshine Coast, north of Brisbane, 

Cowie’s resignation follows Phil Kerr's decision to leave 
Beenleigh recently after his side won only one game in the 
first ten matches. 

“The job will be a new challenge for me and let me 
experience a different aspect of the game in my career,” the 
ScotSthan said. 

“I genuinely feel sorry for leaving Wynnum as it is a 
smashing club, but when the position came up I couldn’t 
refuse the opportunity. 

“There are a lot of good players at Wynnum and the club 
has a big future.” 


Tables after Round 12 


XXXX LEAGUE 
P 


W DL GF GA Diff Pts 
Brisbane City 1 7. #31 
Taringa Rovers 3 1376-221 
Brisbane Lions 7 17 6 20 
Rochedale Rov Ss IP Sle 19) 
IPSW Knights j % 6 19 
Gold Coast 4 16 -1 16 
Mt Gravatt 5 7 4 13 
B’Berg Waves 7 “7 13 
Wynnum 8 7 9 10 
Beenleigh 9 34-186 


DIVISION 1N 


Gold Coast 1 Rochedale Roy 1 
Beenleigh 4 Wynnum 2 
B'Berg Waves 3 Brisbane Lions 1 
Ipsw Knights 0 Brisbane City 2 
Mt Gravatt 0 Taringa Rovers 1 


P W DL GF GA Diff Pts 
Eastern Subs 10°98 2 0 2 ft T516: 
Uni of Qld AO Sizes) MIS! ll 7) 


STOP 
PRESS 


The only way to appreciate Valsport Soccer boots is 
10 follow the leading players choice ond wear them, 


Cowie took Wynnum to victory last year in the knockout 
Queensland Cup competition, 

Cowie, who has been one of the real characters of the game 
since he arrived in Queensland at the start of last season, 
couldn’t have timed his departure better when he announced it 
after Wynnum’s 6-2 thrashing over Mt Gravatt. 

Meanwhile, in weekend fixtures Brisbane City skipped 
eleven points clear at the top of the table following their 2-nil 
away win over Ipswich Knights while second-placed Brisbane 
Lions suffered a shock 3-1 defeat away to Bundaberg Waves. 

Leading goal scorer Chris Slater continued his amazing 
strike rate posting his 14th goal of the season for Brisbane 
City along with Mark Luburic. 

With just over one third of the season gone, Brisbane City 
have raced to 31 points on the table with Taringa Rovers 
moving into second place following a 1-0 away win against 
Mt. Gravatt on Saturday night. 

Taringa’s goal came from rangy defender Scott Guyatt. 

In other results Gold Coast City and Rochedale Rovers 
slipped down the table after a hard fought 1-1 draw at Nerang 
while new coach Steve Dolan celebrated his first win at the 
helm of Beenleigh dispatching Wynnum 4-2, 

Dolan, who was coach at Beenleigh when it won promotion 
to the XXXX league two years ago only took from Phil Kerr 
when he resigned a fortnight ago. 
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P W DL GF GA Diff pd 
ToowoombaUd 11 10 1 0 35 7 28 31 
Capalaba 106 22 28 13 10 20 
Rocklea Uid N06 Sh 27a cig uedinals 
Olympic Utd Mid 25s 1 ie wObmid 
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Redlands Utd 31-12 12 
Thala City 30-15 10 
Souths Utd at) 
Slacks Creek 28-14 8 


Toowoomba Utd 4 Inala City 1 
Acacia Ridge 0 Capalaba » 
Rocklea Utd 3° Souths Utd 1 
Slacks Creek 1 Olympic Utd 0 
Redlands Utd 0 Bye 
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By John Economos 


[HE SOCCER 
TRIVIA NIGHT 
staged at the new 
APIA CLUB last Friday 
evening,thankfully proved 
to be extremely highly 
successful as the well- 
promoted charity attraction 
drew a crowd of well over 
200 entrants. 
Quizmaster was SBS’ 
polished presenter Les 


Paul Williams: Chiet 
organiser of Soccer 
Trivia Night. 


‘Two delicious models from 
‘Inside Sport’ were also in 
attendance to add some 
always needed glamour as 
they gracefully meandered 
through the tables selling 
taffle tickets. 

Much Soccer memorabilia 
was auctioned off to 
supplement the proceeds 
raised on the evening for the 
charity ‘Youth Off The 
Street’, 

Chief organiser was SBS’ 
‘ace Soccer commentator, Paul 
Williams who worked most 
diligently to stage the night. 

Paul at the end of the night 
Stated to ‘Good Oil’; “As far 
as I can tell at this stage, we 
have raised just over $4,000, 

“We're very proud and 
most grateful for all the 
Soccer fans that responded to 
our promotion and helped 
make this evening a real 
success,” 


kkk 


TILL on the Soccer 

‘Trivia night last Friday 

at the Apia Soccer 
Club, four rounds, each 
consisting of 20 questions, 
were asked by gizmaster Les 
Murray, 

For example .., During the 
1978 World Cup Finals, two 
teams held up a match for 40 
minutes because both came 
out stripped in all-white, Who 
were these two teams? 

No-not England or West 
Germany, 

‘Want more? 

Which nation qualified for 


_ two World Cup finals yet 


NEVER won a match in 
either? 

Tf you don’t know, (just 
like ‘Good Oil’ didn't on the 
night), answers next week in 
this column. 


kkk 


high-profile former 
Australian World 
Cup captain recently 
woke up early in the 
morning, most determined 
to have a nice happy new 
day. 
Prior to sitting down to a 


hearty breakfast, the said 
former Aussie skipper went 
downstairs to his car to drive 
to his local newsagency to buy 
all the moming papers. 

But alas, his Mercedes 
Benz was missing. 

Panic immediately set in. 

But a ‘Jimmy Neighbour’ 
upon seeing said former 
international in a state of 
distress, yelled out to him: 
“Hey, your car is down the 
hill and around the comer.” 

Despite not having trained 
for almost 14 years, the 
veteran Soccer skipper did the 
‘Carl Lewis’ down the hill and 
around the corner. 

- There to his monumental 
telicf was his beloved 
‘German-beast’. 

Thieves had busted the 
car's side rear window and 
stolen the car radio, 

In so doing, the ‘Tea-leafs’ 
had released the Benz’s 
parking brake allowing the 
Mere to harmlessly roll down 
the hill, gracefully glide 
around the corner before 
gently coming to a stop. 

Relieved that he had paid 
full car insurance over the past 
37 years and never having 
made a claim, the former 
international quickly jumped 
on the phone to his insurance 
company to report his 
dilemma. 

There was good and bad 
news for him. , 

The good news was “Yes 
the total damage for $375 was 
fully covered”, but the 
insurance clerk then informed 
our retired national captain 
that the excess he was up for 
$390, 

And all this after having 
waited for 37 years to pull 
back a goal from the insurance 
company, 

Insurance Company 37: 
Soccer skipper nil, 

Let’s hope our former 
international skipper has a 
better day this coming Sunday 
when he turns a young and 
confused 55-years of age. 

Have a nice day ‘Skippy’. 


KKK 


BS-TV, Australia’s one 

and only Super Soccer 

Channel, last Thursday 
morning at 4.30am brought 
us the live telecast direct 
from Paris. 

In the all-Italian battle for 
the UEFA Cup Final in which 
the mighty Inter Milan, hugely 
inspired by the fabulous 
Brazilian ace Ronaldo, won 
3-0 against the totally 
outplayed Lazio. 


Ronaldo: Inter Milan's 
fabulous Brazilian goal- 
ace. 


The incredible Ronaldo 
virtually single handedly 
destroyed the Romans. 

Ronaldo’s devastating, 
tuthless exhibition of ball- 
artistry instantly served 
severe, chilling warning to the 
other 31 nations for next 
month’s World Cup that 
Brazil will be more than a 
handful to handle. 

To any knowledgable 
Soccer strategist worth his 
salt, it was crystal clear in this 
match that Ronaldo just 
‘cannot be man-marked. 

Such a strategy would only 
prove to be futile, 

About the only thing that 
any team may attempt in 
hoping to neutralise this 
hairless dynamic Brazilian 
goalscorer, is to attempt to 
starve him of any form of 
Possession whatsoever, 


kk * 


ARCONI’s artistic 

and colourful cheer 

squad, the 
Stallionettes, have this 
season brought to the fans 
attending Marconi Stadium 
some wonderful entertaining 
routines. 

The huge Stallionette squad 
numbers no less than 34 
young girls who are 
orchestrated in their well- 
disciplined routines by the 
vivacious young Ms Dayna 
Groppenbacher, 

ABSW in the very near 
future will bring its readers 
some colour shots of these 
wonderful young entertainers, 


xk * 


|OMMY BAZDARIC, 
the Leichhardt 
Tigers’ powerful and 
intelligent centre-back, 
proved again that he is not 
just only a strong and 
reliable defender for the 
Tigers in the NSW Super 
e. 

Last Sunday in the Tigers’ 
away match —_ against 
Sutherland, Tom pushed up 
and scored the vital second 
goal seven minutes into the 
second session that ultimately 
broke Sutherland's back to 
succumb to a 0-3 defeat. 


kk * 


YDNEY OLYMPIC, 

since its privatisation 

under the umbrella of 
the ‘Five White Knights’, 
has declared that it is now 
going full time professional 
in its assault for the new 
Ericsson National League 
1998-99 season. 

New Technical Director 
Frank Arok made the 
announcement at a meeting 
with the Sydney Olympic 
players who are now on a 52 
week-a-year contract. 

‘Sydney Olympic now is the 
Ericsson League's third club 
to go fulltime, following the 
lead of Carlton and fledgling 
club the Northern Spirit, 

Olympic players despite 
having not made the ‘Top Six’ 
haye continued to attend 
training session under the 
vigilant eye of newly- 
appointed coach Branko 
Culina. 


kk 


[HE NORTHERN 

SPIRIT tomorrow 

afternoon (Wed- 
nesday) will hold the official 
opening of its new offices at 
13-15 Ridge Street, North 
Sydney. 

The ‘Spirit's contact 
numbers are: Telephone 02)- 
9460-2187 or Fax 02)-9460 
2183. 


kkk 
BS TY in its massive 
preparation for it most 
marathonic live 


coverage of the ‘98 World 
Cup finals kicking off on 
June 10th, has enlisted no 
less than 300 buses on all 
major routes heading into 
the CBDs of Australia’s 
major city markets to assist 
with the promoting of the 
mega-Soccer event. 

The Super Soccer 
Channel's coverage of the 
World Cup will be the biggest 
ever, embracing over 200 
hours of Live telecasting of 
some 64 matches right 
through to July 12th when the 
Final is played. 

For six full weeks SBS TV 

has designed a unique 
campaign to explode with a 
huge $350,000 promotional 
marketing exercise which will 
involve bus passengers in the 
World Cup whether they like 
itor not. 
This huge and unique 
marketing project will 
combine ‘motion’, ‘visuals’ as 
well as ‘sound’, 

Sides of the specially 
selected buses will highlight 
animation of a defending 
Soccer player protecting his 
family ‘jewels’ from a lethally 
shot ball. 

The sketch appearing on 
the side of the bus has been 
built inside a special cylinder 
to create an illusion of live 
action which is activated by 
the motion of the public 
carrying vehicle, 

The front doors of the 
buses will be connected to 
loudspeakers. 

Every time the doors are 
‘opened, a special sound box 
under the stairs is triggered 
off. 

‘The passenger enters the 
bus and then suddenly 
he 


Branko Culina: Sydney 
Olympic’s new coach for 
next season. 


belted out by most fans at 
Soccer matches played in 
jland, 


Engl 

SBS’ marketing pros 
Stressed last week that this 
magnificently unique ploy has 
not been designed to attract 
the already ‘Soccer Heads’. 

SBS in its wisdom believes 
that the ‘Soccer heads’ will 
automatically watch the 
‘Network. 

SBS wants to capture 
additional viewers who are 


more _ interested in 
participating in a major world 
Sporting event. 


France ‘98 will be the 
biggest sporting event ever 
broadcast with a total viewing 
audience of an incredible 37 
billion glued in for four weeks 


tracking the 64 matches that 
will be played and exclusively 
screened by the one and only, 
SBS-TV. 

To focus just the enormity 
of this herculean statistic, one 
only has to be informed that 
just 19.5 billion watched the 
last Olympics at Atlanta in 
1996. 


The ‘marketing guns’ at 
SBS-TY are firmly convinced, 
(and of course they are right 
being real pros in their 
handling of Soccer since 
1981), that the public is most 
likely to see these specially 
equipped buses by almost 
everybody. 


kkk 


OCCER AUSTRALIA 

last week confirmed 

that the match between 
Australia and Croatia on 
June 6th will definitely go 
ahead, Television rights 
have been resolyed but as 
yet the kick off time has yet 
to be determined. 

Terry Venables will be in 
charge of the Australian team 
for the last time. Venables 
will select his squad this week 
from London. 

Croatia has qualified for 
France “98 World Cup Finals. 


ake 


BS TY will cover live 
the Ericsson League 
Grand Final this 
Saturday night between 
Minor League Champions 
South Melbourne and in 
their inaugural season 
Carlton, to all centres except 


Melbourne, at 7.30pm, (6pm 
Perth), (7pm South 
Australia) direct from 
Melbourne's Olympic Park. 


xk * 


USTRALIA’s Under 

20 team, skippered 

by Carlton’s fabulous 
central defender Simon 
Colosimo, will tour South 
America from next week to 
play international matches 
against the national Youth 
teams of Uruguay, 
Argentina as well as Chile 
during their month long 
tour ending June 16th, 

As well the young 
Australians have matches 
Programmed against first 
division club sides in 
Argentina as well as Chile. 

This extensive tour has 
been organised in preparation 
for the Oceania Youth 
qualifiers which kick off in 
Western Samoa on August 

Sth. 


The 18 man squad which 
goes into a training camp this 
Saturday will fly out of 
Australia next Monday. 

Goalkeepers: Anthony 
Breaden (Ad City), Brad 
Swancott (Newcas!) 

Defenders: Eddy Bosnar 
(Newcastle), Adriano 
Cuzzupe (Vie 1.S.), Captain- 
Simon Colosimo (Carlton), 
Vie Tomasevic (Marconi), 
Paul Wearne (NSW Academy 
of Sport), Lindsay Wilson 
(Canberra Cosmos). 

Midfielders: David 
Terminello (Ad City), 
Christian Care (Marconi), 
Vince Grella (Carlton), 
Michael Ferrante (AIS), 
Marco Bresciano (Carlton), 
John Maisano (Atalanta- 
Ttaly), 

Strikers: Mile Sterjovski 
(Sydney United), Travis Dodd 
(Ad City), Nick Carle 
(Sydney Olympic), Daniel 
Invincibile (Brisbane 
Strikers), 


Paul Trimboli: South's mercurial captain/striker. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 12, 1998 3 


© 


EDDIE KRNCEVIC — ABOVE ALL 


By Dusan Brnovie 


PROFESSIONAL 
SOCCER COACH 


s a long standing 
professional soccer 
coach educated in 


Europe, and having 
demonstrated my “skills 
there, I have come to affirm: 
them in Victoria and, in a 
relatively short period of 
time, I have been able to 
acquaint myself with the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
Australian soccer, 

1 have familiarised myself 
with its organisation, 
competition, selection, 
methodology and everything 
which is closely linked to this 
sport, My entire professional 
life is in sport, | live for, and 
derive my living from soccer. 
My moral and professional 
obligation is towards the 
affirmation of this world 
sporting phenomenon in this 
particularly gifted sporting 
nation, Sport, in this case 
soccer, has its rules, as does 
life itself, If these rules are not 
adhered to it can lead to 
unforeseeable consequences 
for the community in 
question.  Recuperation 
requires time, however, this 
becomes lost time and lost 
values. 

In all areas and aspects of 
life we have had individuals 
who were ahead of their time. 
Having portrayed their 
qualities, many of them 
become distinguished, 
however, a more significant 
number were outcast or 
misunderstood and some, 
through their humble 
ambitions, were prevented 
from carving out a path 
towards progress, To evaluate 
the worth of these exceptional 
people, particularly during 
their creative period, a time 
when they are being 
understood by only a few, is 
‘an unenviable and risky task. 
However, this needs to be 
done and can be done by those 
who, on the basis of their 
experience, knowledge and 
insight can ascertain in these 
individuals the hallmarks of 


progress. 
It was announced recently 
that there were three 


candidates vying for the title 
‘Coach-of-the-Year’. The 
three were recognised for the 
success achieved by their 
teams, which finished in the 
top six and had qualified for 
the play-offs. Undisputably, 


SMYRNIS 


& Co SOLICITORS | 


their placings and other 
sporting achievements have 
made them deserye this. 
However, it is entirely 
surprising and arguably 
unacceptable that amongst 
them there isn’t the name of 
the one Who could easily be 
named the best ... Eddie 
Krmeevic! 

Tam unaware of what panel 
could have selected three 
candidates and what selection 
criteria were used. I am sure it 
was done superficially and 
unprofessionally, not taking 
into consideration all 
necessary attributes so as to 
come up with an objective and 
inspiring decision. Instead the 
exact opposite has happened. 
Something totally 
incomprehensible. Is it 
possible that the pioneering, 
education, selection and 
competition undertaken by 
this upcoming young man is 
to go unnoticed, un-evaluated 
and unappreciated, especially 
given the fact that this has all 
been achieved in a newly 
formed club? 

Who are these people who 
do not recognise work, 
knowledge, effort and 
capability? In the evaluation 
criterion, the least important is 
the placing — this can be 
quite deceptive or transient 
(ie: Brisbane), a combination 
of circumstances. Far more 
important are the lasting 
achievements which can 
guarantee peak sporting 
success in the long term. This 
same Eddie Krncevic is 
involved with the selection 
and direction of a new 
generation of players who, 
until now, had been unheard 
of and who are for the first 
time playing in senior 
competition in the National 
League. By doing so, these 
players are equipped to make 
lasting sporting achievements. 
They have become first-team 
material and so it is highly 
likely that Simon Colosimo 
and Vince Grella, in the 
Olympic team, will become 
the example for Marco 
Bresciano, David Della Rocea 
and Alex Josifovski. 

Such a risk and high 
responsibility can only be 
undertaken by the courageous 
and the capable, those who are 
completely confident of their 


capability. 
Therefore, these 
achievements attract 


admiration and respect as they 
transcend the current club 
interests and become 
entrenched values in 
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Australian soccer. Since the 
beginning of soccer, the 
greatest of national and club 
teams have always had extra 
special players filling the 
position of ‘libero’, as the role 
itself is quite delicate and can 
only be played by experienced 
players with exceptionally 
positive attributes. 

Eddie Krncevic is making 
an intuitive yet risky move in 
delegating this position to a 
19-year old who has earned 
himself a place in the 
Olympic team and the goal 
scored against South 


Eddie Krncevic 


Melbourne can be categorised 
as one of the greatest soccer 
achievements, 

Such is the insight of a 
coach who has given our 
soccer so much value and, in 
time, will himself be priceless. 
Undoubtedly, Simon 
Colosimo will become a 
personality. 

John Markovski is a 
‘soccer poet’ who has 
wandered off into the 
labyrinth of professionalism. 
Endowed with talent he is 
evidently fading in the eyes of 
‘experts’ and to the 
disappointment of soccer fans. 
He has found his refuge, 
however, in the newly formed 
club, The new coach takes 
him on! This is a great 
challenge for the both of them 
and the common aim is to 
succeed. 

Now, the not so ‘big John’ 
sheds 25 kilograms and 
becomes one of the leading 
players of his team and is 
vying to become ‘Player of 
the Year’. How much of this 
is to the credit of the coach? A 
great deal! The coach has 
proven his exceptional 
qualities here as no-one before 
him has. He had the right 
method, approach, authority 
and confidence needed. This 
case also transcends club 
interests and sporting 
achievements and enters the 
realm of science. 

Why? Because we have 
mutual cooperation of two 
sporting greats. A demand 
was made and met, which 
requires a lot of effort and 
sacrifice. Both of them have 
passed the test —much to the 
satisfaction of soccer fans. 
Congratulations to both of 
them. 

Once again this, to me 
unknown,  panel__has 
nominated players in three 


categories and all these 
players are from the Carlton 
soccer club: 

‘A) Player-of-the-Year: 
John Markovski 

B) Best young player: 
Simon Colosimo. 

C) Best goalkeeper: Dean 
Anastasiadis 

If this is the case, and it 
appears to be so, then Carlton 
and South Melbourne, as the 
two first placed teams, have 
been represented from within 
their ranks in all three 
categories. This means that 
these clubs have had a set 
work program which had its 
continuity, its aim and finally 
its achievement, The question 
then arises of how is it that the 
driving force behind such a 
program can be forgotten and 
not be nominated? Who made 
the mistake? 

Is it a question of 
conscience, expertise or...” 

During major world 
competitions, when forecasts 
are being made as to who 
might be the likely champion, 
one of the parameters used is 
the average age of the team 
players. This then leads to the 
categorisation: mature, less 
mature and immature in terms 
of being able of attaining 
some of the most prestigious 
titles, irrespective of what 
other qualities these teams 
might possess. This vital fact, 
which works against him, 
Eddie Krncevic brilliantly 
sidesteps and resolves. When 
T say it works against him, 1 
am referring to the fact that 
the average age of Carlton's 
players is 23.2 years, who are 
playing in senior competition 
for the first time and are the 
youngest of all the 
participants in the play-offs 
and the entire league. 

This is a fact which must 
not be overlooked. On the 
contrary, it must be valued 
and respected. I might also 
add that Carlton is a newly- 
formed club and has not got 
all the right conditions to 
function as a club in the 
National league. It has not got 
a proper soccer stadium. Its 
public is limited and does not 
yet fully appreciate soccer and 
many other problems it is 
about to face. 

The competition season, 
which is almost at a close, has 
seen a great affirmation for 
this club which is to the credit 
of all those who have been 
associated with it. However, 
as a person who has spent his 
whole life on the sports 
ground working, creating, 
losing, winning, being 
hindered, as well as praised, 1 
feel offended and let down 
that recognition has not been 
given to a man of exceptional 
worth who has shown 
exceptional competition and 
work skills as well as insight, 
which only a small number of 
people can do, 


Our Melbourne correspondent, 
Dwyght Tuffnell, notes that Dusan 
Brnovic is widely acknowledged in 
Victoria as one of the best coaches of 
junior and senior level. 

His last job was coaching 
Heidelberg United, not only their 
senior team but their reserves, and 
Collingwood Warriors youth team. All 
teams finished on top of their 
respective divisions 

Brnovie has an English FA 
coaching badge. 
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Laas of recent 
incidents in crucial 
football matches 
prominently featured 
around the world, including 
on our own television 
screens, brought refereeing 
standards again into focus. 

Inevitably perhaps there 
were again loud calls for 
refereeing by video. Among 
the most highly focussed of 
such recent incidents was 
when an alleged goal against 
Juventus in Italy was 
disallowed while video 
replays later proved that the 
ball had crossed the line. 

Another was the famous 
‘foul’ on Ronaldo in the 
Italian summit match between 
Juventus and Inter, when the 
Brazilian was denied his loud 
claims for a penalty. 

Anger festered everywhere 
in a cry for justice, especially 
by those who are sick of 
Juventus’ incessant record of 
success and the historically 
unwavering theory that 
referees in Italy are in the 
pocket of the Agnelli family 
who own Juventus. Anger and 
cries for justice are 
appropriate, especially when 
visual evidence suggest that 


+ the referees are screwing up. 


But calls for video evidence, 
not so. 


2 


‘The first problem with the 
campaign is that video 
evidence is not always the 
exact mirror of the truth and it 
is far from the factual deity 
most people believe. For a 
start it is important to 
distinguish between the types 
of incidents in which video 
evidence is useful and in 
which itis totally irrelevant. 

The video is classically 
useful in analysing whether or 
not the ball has crossed the 
line. That is a clear case of 
establishing fact as opposed to 
judgement or opinion, 
Provided the camera angle is 
right and the picture is clear, 
video is quite capable of 
establishing fact. But even 
that is not always the case. 

Take for example the 
famous Geoff Hurst goal in 
the 1966 World Cup Final 
between England and West 
Germany. Hurst's shot 
ricochetted off the crossbar, 
bounced down and came out 
again. The goals was given 
and judged to have been over 
the line by a Soviet linesman 
who, to be fair, was hardly in 
the right position to judge. But 
video replays, for 32 years, 
had us guessing. 

The angle was not quite 


ff fis 


right and when the picture 
was frozen, it was blurred. 
Video didn’t prove a damn 
thing. It was only a few weeks 
ago, when a computer 
enhanced device called 
‘Virtual Replay,’ developed 
by the Israeli company Orad, 
proved conclusively that the 
ball had crossed the line, that 
we knew the linesman had 
been right and England won 
the Cup fair and’ square. It 
took 32 years. 


But much more different is 
the example of Ronaldo’s 
claim for a plenty in the Juve- 
Inter game, Ronaldo, if you 
recall, was in the box, ready to 
shoot when his body thudded 
into that of a bulky Juve 
defender, 

Ronaldo ended up on the 
floor and a crucial goal 
chance, that may have been 
the difference between 
championship and no 
championship, was gone. 
Video replays, to some, 
suggested a cruel foul and 
cries for justice rang loud. 
Italian parliamentarians even 
had a biffo in the house over 
it. 

But was it so? Was it a 
foul? The referee evidently 
didn’t think so. Others, 
especially Inter fans, though it 
was. Me? I don’t know. I 
looked at it over and over 
again, It may have been a 
foul. The Juve defender may 
have thought, in a split 
second, I will stand here and 
impede Ronaldo in his path 
and deny him his chance. 
‘Then again, he may have just, 


unintentionally, stood there, in 
a place he had a right to stand, 
and Ronaldo simply ran into 
him. 

The question then is what 
was the intent. Did the 
defender conspire in his mind 
to foul or did he not? The 
referee thought he did not. 
And that is the key. The 
judgement, the human 
judgement, by the referee on 
what was the intent. And 
when it comes to intent the 
referee, a human like the 
players, is the only man, the 
only thing, that can judge. 
Video may be able to judge 
some things, but it cannot 
judge intent. It cannot judge 
between conspiracy and 
accident, Video in such things 
is not necessarily the deliverer 
of truth, It may indeed be the 
deliverer of lies. 

Four years ago in the last 
World Cup, in a graphic case 
of video fallibility, the 
Brazilian Leonardo was 
banned for four games, ruling 
him out of the final. He was 
sent-off for an elbow to the 
head of a US player. 

While Leonardo had 
possession of the ball, the 
American grasped and 
grappled with him, attempting 
to pull him down. The 
Brazilian, im an act of 
desperate escape, swung the 
elbow to shake him off. Video 
replays, slowed down, showed 
Leonardo as a crude thug, 
dealing a savage blow to the 
American. 

Trouble was, the video was 
slowed down, implying that 
Leonardo had time to 
deliberate and plan his 
unseemly act. Of course he 
didn’t. He acted purely by 
instinct, But slow motion, 
which is not real motion, 
condemned him, The video 
lied. 

So let us not build a shrine 
of infallibility to video 
evidence, What we need is not 
video evidence, What we need 
is good, incorruptible referees 
in this ever evolving sport of 
ours, Referees that keep pace 


with the game’s increasing 
speed and competitive 
expediency. 


Referees who know the 
game and who know players 
and their human frailties, 


Ronaldo: Centre of a storm over a refereeing decision. 


__ ILLAWARRA INSIGHT _ 


South Coast Goes Soccer Craz 


By Phil Murphy 


omething very special happened at Brandon Park over 

the last eight months. The Wollongong Wolves were 

transformed from one of the battling, unfashionable 
clubs of the Ericsson Cup to one of the high-fliers. 

A lot has happened to the Wolves since the season kicked-off 
on a low note in October, They lost 1-0 at home to Brisbane 
Strikers then travelled to Knights Park and lost by the same score 
to the Melbourne Knights, Supporters were far from optimistic at 
that stage. 

Two games, two losses and no goals. 

After a 1-1 draw at home to Newcastle 
Breakers, the Wolves gave some 
indication they might have a reasonable 
season when they outclassed Sydney 
Olympic 3-0 at the Sydney Football 
Stadium. 

A week later they thrashed Marconi 5-1 
and the scene was set for bigger and better 
things, It is now history that Wollongong qualified for the top 
six, attracted 11,000 fans to their play-off game against Adelaide 
City at Brandon Park and finished with the third-best average 
crowd in the league, 

Wollongong’s worst crowd of the season was 3,868 against 
Canberra - a game they won with the record score of 8-0. They 
averaged 5,544 for the 13 games played in Wollongong and that 
‘was bettered only by Perth and South Melbourne. 

That meant the Wolves were the biggest crowd-pullers of all 
the teams in NSW. 

In addition they were the second highest goal scorers in the 
league with 51 — South Melbourne (54) scored the most goals. 

To complete the success story, Wollongong became 
privatised, they have plans to develop Brandon Park into a super 
stadium and the club’s youth team qualified for the northern 
division grand final. 

Brian Hastings, who was president for six years until the 
consortium took over recently, was bubbling with enthusiasm 
over the happenings in Wollongong. 

He told ABSW no-one could have envisaged what was going 


“People who had never 
watched the team before this 
season have become regulars — 
it Is really quite remarkable.” 


to happen to the Wolves. “A lot of things happened in such a 
short period of times,” he said. 

“I believe the big plus has been the number of people who 
have watched home games. 

“That crowd in the play-off game against Adelaide City was 
magnificent. 

“People all over the city have been talking soccer. Locals who 
had never watched the team before this season have become 
regulars ~ itis really quite remarkable. 

“Wollongong has become a soccer city and people can’t wait 
for next season to start. 

“Coach Nick Theodorakopoulos has played a major part in the 
change. He has developed an attacking style of play and the 
players responded really well to him. 

‘Theodorakopoulos will sit down with 
the club's retention committee this week 
to talk about which players he wants to 
re-sign for next season. 

Brian Hastings} Nine players have come out of 
Wolves official | Contract and midfielder Anthony Surjan 
is having talks with the board to upgrade 


his contract. 

Among those out of contract are goalkeeper Brett Hughes, 
who is expected to re-sign. Theodorakopoulos has told the club 
he would want two more quality players for next season, 

However, he will have the talents of Neil Harlock, Michael 
Reda and David Huxley back after they suffered long-term 
injuries this season. 

Huxley, a young player equally at home in midfield or at the 
back, is expected to make a big impact on the league during the 
next campaign. 

New chairman Doug Symes is very confident about the future. 
He said now the season was over the main item on the agenda 
was arranging for assistance for ground improvemnts at Brandon 
Park. 

“We need government and community support and J am 
confident we will get that support,” he added confidently. 

“Byeryone at the club is enthusiastic about the project. 

“If it goes ahead, we will finish with a magnificent stadium 
capable of hosting many events in addition to soccer matches.” 


SS 


By Dane Skafte 


Newest Breakers keeper Brad 
Swancott has been selected along with 
Australian Institute of Sport recruit Eddie 
Bosnar, to tour South America with the U/20 
Young Socceroos squad this month. 

Both players were named in a 18-man squad 
to tour Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. 

The tour is part of Australia's preparation for 
the Oceania qualifiers in Western Samoa later 
this year, 

‘The players will depart on May 18 and will 
return on June 16 (see story below). 

And on the coaching front, former Socceroo 


Breakers Chairman Bill Collins announced 
the Kosmina dismissal and said the club’s poor 
record over the past three years was one of the 
main reasons for ‘Kossie's’ departure, 

“The performance from last season was not 
as good as expected, so we couldn't afford to 
take another chance,” Collins said. 

‘The Breakers placed an ad for head coach in 
ABSW last week and received almost 100 
expressions of interest. 

“We have had several enquiries from 
intemnational people from South American and 
Europe, as well as the local people,” Collins 
said, 

Kosmina’s dismissal came 24 hours after the 
Breakers rejected a takeover offer from a 


VIC VOICE 


ay erae Premier League team 
Bulleen Inter Kings have missed 
out in their bid to get the two high- 
profile loan players they were after, 

Former Bulleen players Damian Mori 
and Danny Tiatto will not be joining the 
club. “ 

Mori, the Ericsson Cup leading scorer, 
was understood to be keen on the move to 
the Kings but his club, Adelaide City, 
were not. 

Tiatto has attracted much interest from 
English clubs during his loan stay with 
Stoke City and appears to be on the verge 
of joining John Gregory's Aston Villa as 
‘a “squad player” according to the Villa 
coach, 

He won't be coming back to 
Melbourne to play for the Kings, and a 
shoulder operation is urgently required 
before next season. 


Alex Duric: Soccer's journeyman is 
now with the Bergers. 


Heidelberg United have gone a 


Spending spree to get themselves out of 


relegation trouble in the Premier League. 

Six Ericsson Cup players have been 
signed in the last two weeks. 

Alex Duric, John Cutillo and Jim 
Tsekinis were all brought over from 
Adelaide Sharks, whilst the Gippsland 
Falcons trio of Zlatko Mihajlovic, 
Claudio Canosa and keeper Bojo 
Jevdjevic have also joined the club. 


risen 
208 aaa 


“Training has been pretty intense,” 
Says coach Postecoglou. 


Premier League rules allow two 
Ericsson Cup players to join a club a loan, 
but Heidelberg have worked their way 
round it by signing the players on full 
transfers. 

Tsekinis, however, may have to be let 
go a little earlier as he is off to Greece in 
July for trials. 

In the lead up to this week's Grand 
Final, South Melbourne had a quiet 
weekend, 


Coach Ange Postecoglou decided 
‘against a practice match, preferring the 
players to get some rest before what is 
expected to be a hectic week. 

“We've got 18 players who are 
fighting for 11 positions so our training 
has been pretty intense.” 

Having two week long breaks has not 
hurt the team, if anything, says 
Postecoglou, they are better off for it. 

“The week's break at the start of the 
finals series did us good, it sharpened the 
boys up. 

“We've got a couple of guys who have 
got some niggling injuries and the break 
will give them a chance to get over 
them.” 

And Postecoglou is not sorry not to 
have got to the Grand Final through the 
Preliminary Final. 

“After losing five of them as a player 
and coach, I’m pretty happy to have 
avoided it.” 

In other Grand Final news, Stereo 974, 
one of Soccer's great supporters, is 
holding a Grand Final brunch on Saturday 
May 16 from 10am to 12pm at the Laurel 
Hotel (289 Mount Alexander Road, Ascot 
Vale). 

Tickets are only $10, for which you 
will receive chicken and champagne. 

Personalities from the clubs competing 
for the championship will be there. 

Another feature of the morning will be 
an auction with soccer collectables 


(signed balls, shirts etc.) being sold. All 
proceeds going to the Laurie Schwab 
Memorial Foundation, named after the 
late and sadly missed journalist. 

Bookings can be made by ringing 9370 
5800 in Melboume. 


captain John Kosmina was sacked last week as 


coach of the Newcastle Breakers, 


Rumours have been circulating for the past 


month about the coach’s future. 


mystery consortium. 
The sacked coach refused to comment when 
contacted last week about his future. 


SWANCOTT READY FOR 


Brad Swancott: Off to 
South America with the 
Young Socceroos. 


ictoria’s soccer coaches 
have formed their own 
organisation . 

The Victorian Soccer 
Coaches Association, says 
president David O’Connor, is 
something that has been needed. 
for years. 

The association helps all 
coaches in the state, whether it be 
compensation afte sacking, or 
help with coaching techniques, 

But it is in striking a fairer 
deal with clubs in regards to 
honouring contracts that the 
association will be 
concentrating on. 

“The association came about 
because of the treatment that 
coaches have been receiving,” 
explained O'Connor, 

Last year in the Victorian 
Premier League there were 16, 
coaching changes and already 
this season, five coaches have 
been shown the proverbial 
door. 

“In the past there's been no 
comeback. Clubs have been 
hiring and firing coaches who 
are on a one-year contract after 
just six games.” 

The response to the 
association is at the 60 mark, 
and coaches from as far as 
Morwell and Albury have 
shown interest. 

The aim to help coaches 
with coaching techniques is 
also high on the association's 
list. 


LATIN CHALLENGE 


By Aidan Ormond 


rE a season of disappointment and lately some 
controversy, one positive story coming out of 
Newcastle Breakers is the selection of talented keeper 
Brad Swancott, and defender Eddy Bosnar, in the Young 
Socceroos squad to tour South America from May 18 to 
June 16. 

The Young Socceroos will play against First Division 
teams from Chile and Argentina, plus U/20 international 
fixtures against Uruguay, Argentina and Chile, 

Swancott stated to ABSW last week that he was “very 
excited” at having the chance of proving himself, and 
playing in front of “fanatical supporters in South America,” 
and he hoped that the tour would lead to his selection in the 
WYC qualifiers later this year in Western Samoa (starting 
August 15). 

“It’s going to be the best experience, actually T am stuck 
for words,” said an eager Swancott while training hard for 
the trip last week in Newcastle, 

“Both Eddie and I did not think we would make selection, 
but now that we are it will be something to cherish.” 

On club matters and it will be a relief for local fans to 
know that Swancott has one year left on his contract, and he 
intends to honour that before reviewing his options and 
hopefully playing overseas at some time in the future. 
However he believes a lack of dependable form let the side 
down this year in the Ericsson Cup, 

“We finished well in the league, but really we just weren't 
consistent enough, One week we played well and the next 
we didn’t.” 


Connekc iNG 13 June 98 


Auburn Basketball 


Stadium 
Church St, Lidcombe 
Cash & raphy leagues 
Male & Female 
Competitions 


ENTRIES CLOSE 5 JUNE 98 
Info Line & Registrations 


9654 2311 
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LES IS 
RIGHT! 


Dear Sir, 

Les Murray made a valid 
statement in his Monday night 
program (4 May) condemning 
the QLD State Government 
for using the Olympic Soccer 
Tournament to benefit Aussie 
Rules and Cricket by switch- 
ing the games to the GABBA. 

T would go even further by 
getting Soccer Australia’s 
officials to back the State 
Opposition in the upcoming 
election. 

If Soccer Australia’s David 
Hill can get the Labor Party 
leader, Mr Beatty, to promise 
the original upgrading of 
Suncorp Stadium up to 
55,000, and the necessary 
funds to do it in time for the 
Olympics, then he will win 
the state election for sure, It’s 
not only the soccer fans but 
also Rugby League fans that 
prefer Suncorp Stadium 
upgraded and not just the 
GABBA. —— 

The facts are that the 
Broncos fans hate the ANZ 
Stadium up here and would 
prefer the Suncorp Stadium 
hands down, 

‘A $50 million upgrade 
would have the Broncos 
returning for certain if their 
crowd averages stay below 
20,000 at ANZ, with the 
Strikers as summer tenants, 
and the Broncos as winter ten- 
ants. It would be money well 
Spent. 

While on the subject of 

football 
grounds, 
David Hill 
should also 
get in touch 
with John 
Ribot from 
ieee Th bet 
Melbourne 
Storm's 
Rugby 
League team, to both press 
the Victorian Premier Jeff 
Kennett to build the new 
Docklands Stadium in a rec- 
tangular shape for Soccer and 
Rugby League. 
‘The majority of the AFL 
clubs and fans do not want to 
move or play there because 
it’s too small according to 
them, 

While soccer may not need 
‘a 52,000 seat stadium at this 


stage, it won't be long before 
it does. Also Rugby League's 
Melbourne Storm may need it 
sooner than most people 
think. Once again they can be 
the winter tenant and a Soccer 
team for the summer. 

They have enough Oval 
shaped grounds as it is with- 
out adding another one, 

If only Melbourne had a 
successful rugby league team 
there two or three years ago, 
this Docklands Stadium, with 
its closing roof and all, would 
have been built by the time of 
the Sydney Olympics. 

Knowing Jeff Kennett’s 
passion for all football codes 
that help Victoria in general, 
he may be convinced, or be 
persuaded, to shape it for 
Soccer and the Rugby codes. 

What must be remembered 
is, as much as most Soccer 
fans dislike rugby league 
(myself included), we need 
them more than they need us, 
at this stage, when it comes to 
Government funding for foot- 
ball stadiums. 

Co-operation not con- 
frontation is the key to future 
success, then the fans will 
decide what to watch. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 


Editor's note: 

It’s an absolute disgrace 
that a certain stadium has 
been announced as the one for 


upgrading which is, to all 


intents and 
purposes, 
‘only going to 
suit the AFL 
and Cricket 
fans in the 
future and 
NOT the soc- 
cer fans, 
which is why 
the money 
has been found to refurbish 
ground in the first place. 
Perhaps it is time for all 
‘soccer fans to directly contact 
the relevant parties concerned 
and voice their displeasure. 
I'm sure there is no ‘hidden 
motive’ behind the move to 
upgrade the Gabba, but to do 
it in the name of Soccer 
smacks of something incredi- 
bly fishy. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters, Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Ed 
AUSTRALIAN & 
BrimisH Soccer 
Weex.y 
PO BOX 155, 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this colum. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


DISGUSTED! 


Dear Sir, 

T was both embarrassed and 
disgusted at Mr Tony 
Labbozzetta’s outburst on 
2/5/98 regarding the issue of 
which venue the preliminary 
final, between Carlton and 
Marconi, was to be played at. 
It is ridiculous to think that a 
team that finished in second 
place would have to forfeit 
their right to host the Final 
just because the Grand Final 
is being played there, as it 
would undermine the great 
result achieved by the 
Melbourne-based clubs. 

Would he expect Marconi 
to give up the home city 
advantage had some other 
Sydney-based team reached 
the Grand Final? I don’t think 
so. I just found it so hard to 
believe that a man who holds 
such a position with the 
Marconi club could make 


GENERAL MANAGER 


ERICSSON CUP NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE CLUB IS 
SEEKING THE SERVICES OF AN ASTUTE PROFESSIONAL 
MANAGER WITH EXPERIENCE IN THE SPORTING 


INDUSTRY. 


THE SUCCESSFUL APPLICANT WILL HAVE A SOUND 
ADMINISTRATIVE BACKGROUND AND BE EXTREMELY 
MARKETING ORIENTED WITH THE NECESSARY 
KNOWLEDGE AND HANDS-ON APPROACH TO BE DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED IN THE COMPANY’S MARKETING ACTIVITIES. 
SALARY PACKAGE IS NEGOTIABLE. 
INTERESTED PERSONS SHOULD DIRECT THEIR 
APPLICATIONS IN WRITING ONLY TO: 


THE EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS PTY LIMITED 


himself resemble some drunk- 
en supporter whingeing about 
not being able to get to the 
game next week. 

What makes his comments 
more incredible was that 
Marconi supporters, who 


probably faced a 30-minute 
trip to the ground, were out- 
numbered by the Wolves sup- 
porters who faced a 90-minute 
trip to the game. 

The main reason I write 
this letter is in defence of 
Soccer Australia chief David 


Hill, 

Mr Hill has given soccer a 
professional demeanour in 
this country and it is Mr 
Labbozzetta who is consis- 
tently asking for his resigna- 
tion. 

If the Marconi chief's 
demeanour in the face of such 
en issue is the other alterna- 
tive, we should all rally to 
make sure Mr Hill is kept on 
for as long as possible in order 
to preserve the professional 
approach towards soccer in 
Australia that he has helped 
shape. 

Mr Colantoni 
(Address supplied) 


Editor's note: 

Thave to admit to having 
not seen the outburst you refer 
to and, on this basis, I must 
decline offering any sort of 
explanation for it, either in 
defence or otherwise. Many 


ILLAWARRA 
REVIVAL 


Dear Sir, 

‘The revival of soccer's for- 
tunes in the Hawarra region is a 
genuine ‘good news story’. 

In the pre-WW2 era, when 
soccer hardly existed in any form 
in most parts of Australia, the 
‘Wollongong and larger Newcastle 
coalfield regions were unique in 
the way they had enthusiastically 
‘embraced ‘real football’. 

James Masters (grandfather of 
the famous Masters clan and 
probably Australia’s first soccer 
superstar) was born-and-bred at 
Balgownie, Wollongong, high- 
lighting the area's rich soccer tra- 
dition. 

‘The now defunct South Coast 
Utd club were a major force in 
NSW soccer during the sixties. 
‘When they folded, some years 
ago, soccer in the Illawarra had 
already begun its long decline. 
Initially after the formation of the 
Wolves there was a short-lived 
revival of interest, When this 
petered out most, myslef includ- 
ed, wrote the Wolves off. 

With OZ soccer if you adopt 
the cynical view you are nearly 
always proved right. In the case 
of the Wollongong Wolves, us 
cynics have been proven wrong, 
and badly so at that. My fondest 
wish is that it should happen more 
often. 

Exactly 35 years ago (1963) 
South Coast Utd won the NSW 
Grand Final in style. At the same 
time, Tlawarra soccer has gained 
a new lease of life whereas, in the 
companion Newcastle Hunter 
region, it has fallen to a new all 
time low. The Breakers simply 
cannot survive as a basket case 


104 SANDGATE ROAD for much longer. 
RMI Wolk Wolves hi 
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and results itis possible to revive 
the fortunes of once great soccer 
areas. The Hunter region has @ 
much bigger population and soc- 
cer tradition than the Illawarra 
Newcastle soccer will probably 
never regain the prominence it 
once held but it can be a real 
force if they follow the 
Wollongong Wolves example. 
R.Melor 
Bondi, NSW 


Editor's note: 

“Swings and roundabouts’ 
springs readily to mind with this 
cone, but hasn't it been fantastic 
that a ‘provincial’ club like 
Wollongong did so well this sea- 
son. It augers well for the game 
\when something like this happens 
snd I would have no doubis at all 
that other NSL clubs, such as 
Newcastle etc., will have taken 
rotice. 

Strong teams outside of the 
major centres is surely what the 
ame is all about, however, hav- 
ing said that, a few thousand 
more fans putting their cash into 
the clubs by turning up, although 
some of the ‘city based” clubs 
have not attracted the crowds that 
Wolves have, are needed to main- 
tain the momentum that is being 
tilt 

Extra revenue is of paramount 
importance. An open plea to. ALL 
supporters would be: Get behind 
your teams — NOW! 


BREAKERS 


FANS 


Dear Sir, 

Lam a big supporter of the 
Newcastle Breakers, Although 
‘our seniors didn’t have a good 
year, our youth side finished 
sixth. Chris Tanchevski scored 
ten goals for the year and is also 
spending time at the AIS and 
Greg Owens finished up scoring 
the same and has been offered a 
contract with Breakers. These 
Tads have just tuned 17-years 

Further, Linkon Knott and 
Peter Juchniewicz, have had good 
seasons in our youth structure. 
Linkon Knott has been playing 
Youth for three years and has 
been captain for most of that 
time. Peter Juchniewicz two 
years, and went away with the 
‘Australian Youth side last year, 

Under John Kosmina none of 
these were given playing time in 
the senior side, after all, we had 
Jost more than 10 games in the 
seniors. 

How will anyone know if the 
lads are going to make the top 
grade if not given a chance, espe 
cially when the club lost so many 
games this season? 

If the Breakers cannot pur- 
chase quality players outside 
Newcastle we have to look at 
these youngsters coming through, 
also it is good to see the Breakers 


being involved with U3, U/14, 
U/S and U/16, in the NSW 
Super Youth League, and there is 
talk that the Breakers would like 
to enter teams in the State 


ue. 
“Way to go Breakers!” 
Adamstown, NSW. 


Editor's note: 

It has been common know!- 
edge for some time that 
Newcastle, along with many 
clubs, don’t have a great deal in 
the way of ‘spending power’, Of 
course it’s right to play the 
youngsters, they are the future, 
‘but consider this: If the players 
mentioned had played for the 
Breakers this term, and if the 
results had gone the same way, 
would their morale not have suf- 
fered as a consequence? 

Much as any supporter will get 
behind his/her club, none of us 
are 100% happy with their poli- 
cies all the time, John Kosmina 
did the best he could with the 
resources at his command and a 
true reflection of what he man- 
aged can be measured when the 
fans think they ‘under-achieved’ 
Jast term. For Tanchevski and 
Co., their time will come, youth 
is, after all, on their side. 


LABBOZZETTA 
OUT OF TOUCH 


Dear Sir, 

Mr Labbozzetta’s comments 
(May 5) on David Hill, Oz 
Soccer and in particular the 
future of the game, prove once 
and for all, how out of touch he 
and his NSW and Victorian 
Soccer Federation ‘mates’ are 
with Australian Soccer. 

Firstly; Mr Labbozzetta 
needs reminding that before the 
‘changing of the guard’ in 1995 
took place, a second entity 
known as the ‘Soccer Public’ 
voted overwhelmingly, via an 
SBS poll, that David Hill be 
appointed Australian Soccer 
Federation Chairman, 

To the Australian Soccer 
public a vote for Hill represent- 
ed a vole for immediate change. 

So when Mr Hill was offi- 
cially elected Chairman by Mr 
Labbozzetta and Australian 
Soccer Federation board mem- 
bers I can now only assume Mr 
Labbozzetta was voting for 
another 20 years of non-pro- 
gressive soccer policy. 

Mr Labbozzetta, ‘change’ in 
the dictionary stands for 
“becoming or making different 
from previous state” and ‘sub- 
stitution of one for another’. Mr 
Labbozzetta it has been appar- 
ent in the last 20-years clubs 
were not serving in the best 
interests of Australian Soccer, 
and their pathetic crowd atten- 
dances were a reflection of their 
self interests. 

+ Mr Labbozzetta, changing 
the composition of the league is 
the commencement of the 
change that is required. 

+ We have more people in 
Australia playing our code, in 


comparison to other football 
codes, yet our code is the most 
poorly attended, 

© Mr Labbozzetta is there not 
something wrong with the com- 
position of the league? Or 
should we give the clubs anoth- 
er 20 years to get it right. 

© Mr Labbozzetta, we only 
have to reflect on the crowd fig- 
ures of the tremendously suc- 
cessful Perth Glory to realise 
‘what mainstfeaming and profes- 
sionalism can achieve. 

* Mr Labbozzetta, this is the 
way of the future and may 1 
add, after attending the minor 
semi-final between Wollongong 
and Marconi where it was obvi- 
‘ous more Wollongong support- 
ers were in attendance than 
‘Marconi supporters in a stadium 
that is very close to Marconi 
heartland. Your comments 
boasting of your club achieve- 
ments appear way out of order. 

Sharpen your whip Mr Hill, 
Oz Soccer stil] needs you. 

William Costa, 
Marrickville, NSW, 


Editor's note: 

Many have asked as why I 
printed these articles in the 
manner of which they appeared. 
The answer is simple; For me to 
have presented them in any 
other way would have made it 
my interpretation of what they 
said, not their's, It was impor- 
tant that both parties got their 
message across and let's be fair 
about this, it was always going 
to cause debate and without 
that, wouldn't life be dull. 


Southern Division 


delaide City proved too good for the Victorian Institute 
of Sport in the Inter-Divisional Play-off at Olympic Park 
on Sunday, winning comfortably by three goals to one. 

The Zebras got a flying start within a minute when Omero 
Gosti won a hard challenge in midfield and looked up before 
lifting the ball over the defence into the path of Austin 
McGregor who controlled it and put it past Tony Calleja in the 
VIS goal. 

Tt took the VIS lads time to recover from this blow though 
Adrian Cuzzupe had a shot deflected wide, then Serhat Hulusi’s 
header was just held on the line by Athony Brearden. In twenty 
minutes Adelaide doubled its lead after Travis Dodd headed 
home a corner kick by Michael Pirone. 

At half-time VIS coach Ernie Merrick was clutching at 
straws: “Can we restart at nil-all,?” he said with tongue in cheek, 
but then sent his players out with instructions to be much more 
positive especially in the middle and up front. 

Fabio Lettieri forced Brearden to tip a fierce shot oyer the bar, 
then Serhat Hulusi was through but shot wide and Naum 
Sekulovski slalomed through the defence only to be blocked by 
the keeper in the act of shooting, In 62 minutes the VIS did get a 
goal back when Adrian Cuzaupe strode through midfield and 
finished with a drive which went under the keeper. The Zebras 
rebounded quickly and Calleja had to tip a header by Dino Paris 
on to the post and away to safety, 

Next Calleja saved at the feet of Pirone, but then he blotted 
his copybook by hoofing a back-pass straight to Robert 
Saraceno, who accepted the gift and strode past the stranded 
keeper before placing the ball between two defenders on the 
goal-line. That goal came in 70 minutes and effectively ended 
the VIS’ chances though they fought the match out to the end. 


Northern Division 


Waterers Wolves entertained the Australian Institute 
of Sport in the Northern Division Grand Final at 
Brandon Park and Saturday, but the boys from the Institute 
came out on top by two goals to nil. 

Ivan Ergic put the AIS ahead in the 16th minute after picking 
the ball up about half way, drifting past three defenders and 
whacking the ball past the keeper. The AIS played well in the 
first-half, controlling much of the play, but Wollongong came 
back strongly after the interval, 

For a while the AIS was really struggling, but with only three 
minutes left it produced a good build up on the left, David 
Onoforo guided the ball through and Chris Tancheyski ran on to 
slot in the goal which sealed the game, 

David Arranz and Matthew Kemp played well for the AIS 
and Ivan Ergic was a star until he sustained a back injury and 
had to limp off. Wollongong will play much worse and win, 
and it was disappointing that it had nothing to show for the effort 
the team put into the match and indeed to the whole season. 


Next week the Inter Division Grand Final between the 
AIS and Adelaide City should be played as the curtain raiser 
to the Ericsson Cup Grand Final on Saturday 16 May at 


Olympic Park, but this hadnot been confirmed at time of 
writing, 


Southern Division 


SUNDAY 3 MAY 
GRAND FINAL 


VIS. 1 Adelaide City 3 
Cuzzupe McGregor, Dodd, 
Saraceno 


Northern Division 
GRAND FINAL 


AIS 2 
Ergic, Tancheyski 


Wollongong City 0 


By Roy Hay SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
aS ES ROUND 9 
sos oe 
Southern Division UNDER 13 
P Ww D L F A Pts Leichhardt Tigers v Blacktown City 1-0 
Melb Knights 20 18 0 ia 85 24 54 Marconi Fairfield vy  Gladesville Hornsby 1-4 
Carlton 20 18 0 2 59 13 54 SutherlandAssoc v Souther Districts 13 
Gippsland 20 14 2 4 55 27 44 Manly Warringah ov Sydney Olympic 1-6 
VIS 20 10 4 6 45 23 34 Wollongong City v Macarthur Rams 0-0 
Bulleen 20 10 3 if 35 28 33 Sydney United v_ Newcastle Breakers 3-4 
Bentleigh 20 8 2 10 29 37 26 Eastem Suburbs v Parramatta Eagles 0-2 
Heidelberg 20 7 2 10 29 53 23 
South Melb 20 5 3 12 39 38 18 TABLE 
Albury 20 5 1 14 28 46 16 
Altona 20 4 2 14 31 73 14 PW DL F A OIFPTS 
SM Rockets 20 1 1 18 16 89 4 Sydney Olympic 8 8 0 0 29 5 24 24 
sate iN Souther Districts Bd ed 2a ade ae d6 
Northern Division Gladesville Homsby 7 5 0 2 13 5 8 15 
Sutherland Assoc 8 5 0 3 1210 2 15 
ParramattaEagles 8 4 2 2 11 8 3 14 
P Ww D L F A Pts NewcastleBreakers 10 4 2 4 17 16 1 14 
AS 22 15 2 5 75 25 47 Manly Warringah 8 4 1.3.8 6 8 13 
UTS Olympic 22 14 4 4 71 33 46 Eastern Suburbs 8404 1411 3 12 
Syd Utd 22 1 6 5 60 40 39 Macarthur Rams {REPO Cie 185 es (OP 
Wollongong 22 "1 5 6 47 41 38 Sydney United By 92 On. S> 19,2619..9) 
Qas 20 "1 4 7 51 30 37 LeichhardtTigers 9 2 1 6 14 20 6 7 
Newcastle 2 «9 oF 50 3933 Wiotongengiely: <u Bb, dicestiald ss Sarit 
Marconi Bor BAO as ert tame 44" ee 47. B92 Blacktown Gly ee ae 
Marconi Colts 22. 8) Oe 08" 2 0) 28) i eas Cas ok RUS a ha 
ACTAS 22 5 ih 10 25 56 22 
NSWIS Pats 5 12° 85 52-20 GRADE 14 
Syd Utd Colts 22 4 3 15 26 67 15 
UTS Oly Colts 22 3 4 15 30 71 13 Leichhardt Tigers v Blacktown City 04 
Marconi Fairfield vy  Gladesville Hornsby 0-5 
Sutherland Assoc v Southern Districts 0-6 
i Manly Warringah v Sydney Olympic 0-6 
Leading Goalscorers Wabrgspcy, Vv Macaturrane 4 
ivisi Sydney United v Newcastle Breakers 0-1 
Adis yop thern, br clan 16 Eastern Suburbs =v _—_— Parramatta Eagles 2-0 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 15 conidituedl pega 0) 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 14 
Luke Cheney Gippsland Falcons 13 
zeae ?|[ WORLD CUP 98 


Northern Division 
Mile Sterjovski AlS/Sydney United 25 


Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 24 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 14 
Chris Tanchevski N’castle Breakers/AIS 12 
Azur Mujanovic Sydney United W 
Michael Ferrante AIS 10 
Robert Angievski Sydney United 10 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic. 10 
Nick Carle UTS Olympic 9 


Please nole goalscorers as given in revised tables this week are as sup- 
plied by Soccer Australia from official referees’ leam sheets, not as given 
fo me directly by club liaison officers. 


RORTHCOMING 


PLAYSORFES 


Inter-Divisional 
Grand Final 


Australian Institute of Sport 
Vv 
Adelaide City 
(Probably at Olympic Park, kick-off 
Time To be determined) 


TICKETS ONLY ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE 


FOR ... 


10 June Paraguay v Bulgaria in Montpellier 


13 June Holland y Belgium in Paris 

13 June South Korea y Mexico in Lyon 
14 June Yugoslavia y Iran in St Etienne 
15 June Romania vy Colombia in Lyon 


18 June France vy S. Arabia in Paris 


19 June Spain vy Paraguay in St Etienne 
20 June Japan v Croatia in Nantes 

21 June Argentina v Jamaica in Paris 
25 June Holland v Mexico in St Etienne 
PLUS: 
28 June 16th Knockout in Paris 
4 July Quarter-Final in Marseilles 


CONTACT MARCONI TRAVEL ON 


@ (02) 9728 1900 


‘Tickets strictly limited so it’s first in best dressed’ 
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ACT’S US TOUR BIGGER THAN TEXAS 


i Ne ACT Development Squad recently 
returned from Texas, USA where 
they competed in the Dallas Cup Spring 
Classic, one of the premier youth 
tournaments in the world, 

Competing in the Under/14 age division 
of the annual event, the Canberra side along 
with New Zealand’s National Youth Team 
in the Under 19s, were the only female 
overseas entrants, The challenge of playing 
in the home of women’s soccer against top 
level sides provided these young players 
with a three-week learning experience they 
will not quickly forget, and instilled new 
inspiration to further their football careers. 

‘This year’s Spring Classic attracted 118 
girls” teams over the divisions ranging from 
Under 11s to 19s, and an added incentive to 
the youngsters was-the presence of many 
college and international coaches scouting 
for talent, Although the ACT players were 
too young to be considered for offers at this 
stage, two of the girls were identified as 
potential candidates for a college 
scholarship. 

‘The Development Squad was a concept 
implemented four years ago in the ACT, 
and is comprised of players in two age 
groups, Under 12s and 14s. Its main 
purpose is the fostering and improvement of 
skills at a young age, and in turn to promote 
girls’ soccer in the ACT. It forms the junior 
development component of the elite 
program as a whole, from which the girls 
‘can aspire to selection into the ITC's Feeder 
Squad, and the ITC/Academy Squad itself. 
During the course of its existence, a number 
of Development players have reached such 


wr Soceer Victoria has set in 
place its State Team officials for 
the year, ready to start their campaign 
in all three National Championships. 


SENIOR STATE TEAM 
Coach - Bill Murray 

With a Level 4 to his name, Murray is 
one of the highest qualified coaches in 
the country, and is a former mens NSL 
coach. A staff coach with the VSF, 
Murray also operates his own private 
coaching business, 

WSV has been keen for Murray to 
become more involved with its State 
Teams, since leading the Junior State 
Team to second position at the 1995 
Junior Nationals, and is excited at the 
prospect of hime repeating his 
performance at senior level. 


Manager - Shaun Jones 

‘This is Jones’ third term as senior team 
manager, a position for which he utilises 
his business and managerial skills. 
Involved in Victorian women's soccer for 
twenty years, with various roles in 
administration and coaching, Jones also 
represented Victoria as a player. 


Sports Trainer - Michelle Mitchell 

‘A devoted sports trainer, Mitchell is 
completing her Level 2 accreditation, and 
gains much of her practical experience in 
‘women’s soccer. This is Mitchell's thitd 
year as a senior State official, and is also 
a former trainer to the ITC Squad. 


YOUTH STATE TEAM 
Coach - Michael Hoar 
Involved in Victorian women’s soccer 


goals, as well as State level representation, 
and the National Youth Team. 

“Participating in an international 
competition such as the Spring Classic has 
definitely improved their chances of 
achieving their aspirations in soccer, as well 
as providing them with a unique 
opportunity of mecting players from 
different countries and cultures, even 
though most of those were boys,” said 
Squad coach Mike Borucinski. 

‘The gitls also leamed the importance of 
commitment and teamwork off the field, 
vigorously fundraising for the trip for 
almost a year in advance, with activities 
including chocolate drives and fashion 
parades. Basing the financial burden to 
some degree, the team was successful and 
very grateful in acquiring sponsorships 
from Sterling Software, Compuware, and 
Pfizo Pharmaceutical Companies. 

Departing Canberra well in advance of 
the tournament, the team was able to 
acclimatise to the conditions and their new 
environs, and get a feel for the American 
style of play. This was achieved with the 
scheduling of three friendlies (or 
‘scrimmages’ as the Yanks call them) with 
local clubs. 

For a first ever tour to compete in an 
‘overseas tournament, Boruncinski says the 
first lesson to which the players were 
subjected was that it takes a lot of 
preparation. “The competition there is 
tough and much more physical than what 
the girls are used to here in their age 
group.” 

First stop was Houston, with the players 


VICTORIANS AIMING 
FOR THE TOP 


since 1974, Hoar is a Level 3 coach, and in the AFL. Spain a week ago in 

has coached at all representative levels, the Spanish town 

including some national level teams for of Grana. 

the AWSA. JUNIOR STATE TEAM Spain is yet to 
Hoar is now returning to women's Coach - George Athanasiadis record a point, 

soccer after coaching elite boys’ and ‘A Level 2 coach, Athanasiadis’s | pit has a match 

mens’ teams within the VSF competition, background is in club level junior | jin hand. They 

WSYV feels his valuable experience at development. He assists WSV with ils | wil} take 

national level will give its Youth Team  junior/primary school soccer clinics, and | encouragement 


an advantage over other States, and 
provide the direction the players need to 
take the next step into national teams, 


Assistant Coach - Sarah Fitzgerald 

Fitzgerald, member of the OAP Train- 
On Squad and former Youth 
international, has moved from Tasmania 
to Victoria to further her soccer career. 
Now a member of the Victorian ITC 
program, Fitzgerald already holds Level 
2 qualifications. 

In Tasmania, Fitzgerald gained 
experience coaching school and college 
teams, and assisted with coaching State 
Teams. Her dedication and leadership 
qualities will help to inspire the Youth 
players, 


Manager - Betty Hoar 

Amongst her wide experience in 
women’s soccer, Hoar was a foundation 
member of both the AWSA and WSV 
boards, and has toured with numerous 
‘Australian and Victorian representative 
teams. 


Sports Trainer - Mark Leitch 

A Level | trainer, Leitch has worked 
with Junior and Youth State teams, and 
was also the Victorian ITC trainer. 
Leitch gained his training and experience 


is currently coach of the WSV North 
Eastern regional squad, 

Athanasiadis has also coached other 
WSV teams at intrastate level and the 
country championships, and has further 
qualifications 
refereeing, first aid, plus a short course in 
psychology. 


Assistant Coach - Ivo Kavelj 


billeted by local club Texas Waves. Two 
friendlies were contested against the 
Waves’ first division U13 and Ul4 teams, 
with both games ending in a draw, 0-0 and 
1-L respectively. 

Borucinski considered it a reasonable 
start, reporting that the Americans played a 
very physical style and were ‘just that little 
bit quicker’, which came from playing in a 


“very competitive and high standard club 


competition. 

Witnessing first-hand the programs and 
facilities for club and youth soccer was also 
an eye-opener for the visitors. “We were 
very impressed with the club’s facilities. 
‘They had a well lit and maintained training 
grounds for the girls, and four professional 
(paid) coaches, due to the fact mainly that 
there aren't many volunteer parents who 
have grown up on soccer, This however 
did not come cheap - registration costs were 
$1200 per year. But although it's cheaper 
to play the traditional American games like 
baseball and gridiron, soccer is increasing 
in popularity at a junior level.” 

From Houston, the team travelled by 
road to Dallas, where they met up with host 
club Texas Longhorns with whom they 
were also billeted. One last scrimmage, and 
the ACT side defeated the Longhorns 2-0. 

So to the tournament proper, the Spring 
Classic, The Under 14s was contested by 
sixteen teams, divided into four pools. The 
gitls from Australia were drawn in one of 
the strongest groups which included the 
local Division One champions and Texas 
State Champions. What made the going 
even tougher, was that only the top team 


in administration, 


tir 


from losing by 
just the single 
goal to the highly 

favoured Swedes, 
and will be keen to 
cause an upset in the 
return match at Sweden's 
Soderstadion in a fortnight’s 


from each pool qualified for the next round, 
the semi-finals. 

The first match ended with a 
disheartening 3-2 loss to the Canberra side, 
With twenty minutes remaining, they were 
3-0 down, but to their credit, their never- 
say-die attitude saw them dig deep to peg 
the score back to 3-2. In the final minutes, 
the visitors created a great opportunity to 
draw level, but it was not to be, 

Coming away very disappointed from 
such a start to the tournament, the girls’ 
mood was felt to have contributed to their 
next result, convincingly beaten 4-0, 
Adding to the team’s woes, the ACT girls 
sustained four injuries, with the bench 
reportedly resembling something more like 
a hospital casualty ward. 

The last match saw the Development 
Squad up against the Texas champions, and 
the players lifted and rose to the challenge, 
producing their best showing to date, albeit 
too late to threaten the points ladder, “We 
lost the game 1-0, but with a bit of luck we 
could've won,” said coach Borucinski. 
“We were the better team even though the 
number of injuries on the bench did not 
help our cause.” Another player suffered 
mild concussion, but the team’s spirit was 
lifted by the good final performance, and 
prepared for the long journey home. 

‘The renowned Texas hospitality lived up 
to its reputation, and of course, the three 
weeks were not all soccer. Apart from the 
obvious social and cultural benefits of such 
‘a tour, shopping found itself very high on 
the agenda, and there was also a visit to 
Disneyland. 


}weden increased its lead to six points 
at the top of the Group 1 UEFA 

‘World Cup Qualifiers ladder 
with a 2-1 victory over 


ime. 
In Group 2, Italy scored a vital 1-0 win 


‘The tour was deemed a great success, 
and a learning experience for the players 
and officials alike, “The American girls in 
our age group were very strong, and we 
really need to work very hard many months 
beforehand to have a real chance,” 
concluded Borucinski. “Skillwise I believe 
we were good enough, if not better in some 
cases. What was lacking was that match 
fitness and speed which you only get when 
you play regularly in a tough competition, 
Unfortunately this we do not have in the 
ACT local girls’ competition, Also, girls’ 
soccer competition in the ACT has only 
been in existence for about eight years, 
compared to the fifteen years in Dallas.” 

“But our girls did themselves proud, and 
it was a most enjoyable experience that I’m. 
sure they'll not forget for a long time, As 
the local folk say in their Texas drawl 
“Y'all come back now” ~ and you know, we 
may - after the parents have had the chance 
to ey off the credits cards their daughters 
used!” 


ACT U14 Development Squad: 
Simone Borucinski, Nina Hughes, 
Kylie Van Der Vlist, Sarah Badnoch- 
Jones, Kerenna Rawson, Caitlin 
Munoz, Rachel Comber, Rachael 
Scott, Kylie Evans, Amy Dever, Lucy 
Gow, Louisa Marzotto, Lisa Hartley, 
Annie Kunz, Leanne Mills. 


Mike Borucinski (coach), Judith 
aes (manager), Tim Davies (asst 
coach), 


UEFA UPDATE 


S 


a two point lead over the challenging French 


outfit, The single goal in Italy's Cagliari, 
was scored from the penally spot 
in the 60th minute by captain 
Antonella Carta, after 
teammate Zorri was 
pushed from behind 
inside the box by 
Loumalathi. 
Poland leap- 
frogged the 
Republic of Ireland 
‘at the top of Group 
6 with a 5-1 
thrashing over. 
Wales, although this 
group is not in 
contention for the World 


Cup. 

The Group 4 Denmark v 
Belgium was forced into 
postponement again due to the ongoing 


airport strike in Denmark's Copenhagen. 


Currently Assistant Coach of the WSV 
north eastem regional squad, and a Level 
1 coach, Kavelj's strengths lie in the 
nurturing of junior players to reach their 
potential. 


Manager - Tracy Hoar 

A former State representative player at 
all levels, Hoar has toured as manager to 
various rep teams. She has also some 
experience in coaching junior rep teams, 
and currently coaches an U14 team. 


Sports Trainer - Michelle Mitchell 
Also Senior State Trainer. 

Results from the recent Victorian 
regional trials sees South Eastern at the 
top of the ladder with seven points, one 
point ahead of North Western. North 
Eastern has third spot with three, with 
Central having notched up a single point. 
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over Finland to snatch back first position and 


ORANGE IS THE 
PLACE TO BE FOR A 
CARNIVAL 


already recorded in the 
single digits! 

‘o even though it will 
be a little cool, this will be 
a Hee tournament and 
wel 


soccer carnival for 
girls will be held on 
Sunday 7 June in the 
NSW central western 
town of Orange. The 


wishing to enter must 
advise their relevant 
governing bodies, 

All the action takes 
part at Braham Reserve, 


hosting of such an event and there is @ $50 team | worth supporting. 

is testament to the entry fee. For further 

escourdaing ot ‘of One thing’s for sure- information, _ please 

the sport in that region. youll need to pack your contact Sue Stedman on 
Age divisions are U12, winter woolys, with (02) 63624745, 


U14, and U6, and clubs maximum temperatures 


3.50 


Carlton 


Carlton 1 


GRAND FINAL ODDS 
3.70 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 


Marconi Fairfield 0 


South Melbourne 


(after 90 minutes play) 


TO WIN GRAND FINAL 
OUTRIGHT 
South Melbourne 1.40 
Cariton 3.00 


1.75 


Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD. 


— 


Cae Soccer Club will 
play South Melbourne in 
this week’s Ericsson Cup 
Grand Final after a dramatic 
1-0 win over Marconi 
Fairfield in the Preliminary 
Final at Olympic Park on 
Sunday night, 

The league’s new side 
scored their winner three min- 
utes into injury-time at the end 
of the game through teenager 
Marco Bresciano, 

“It's a great feeling to be in 
the Grand Final, we've worked 
hard all year,” said victorious 
coach Eddie Krneevie, 

“P'm really happy with the 
way the boys played tonight, 
Tactically, I thought we played 
a fantastic game. 

Krncevie changed his line~ 
up from the previous game 


against South Melbourne, opt- 
ing to bring in Adri 
Cervinski for his first start of 
the season, hero Bresciano and 
‘Mark Atkinson, 

Atkinson was played in a 
remodelled defence to cover 
the losses of Sean Douglas and 
Con Anthopoulos through sus- 
pension. 

Andy Vlahos, the leading 
Scorer at the club, was played a 
little deeper to allow Cervinski 
to play up front with John 
Markoyski, 

‘There was always the dan- 
ger, however, of Marconi 
catching the Blues on the 
counter-attack as Carlton 
defender David Cervinski said. 

“T thought it might happen, 
We dominated the whole game 
and then I thought we might 
push to far forward and we're 
going to lose our shape and 
then cop a counter-attack 


poal.” 

Many Marconi players were 
quiet on the night. Sean Babic 
‘was well held by Atkinson and 
skipper Brad Maloney was not 
his usual influenetial self. 

Korean ‘Kim Pan-Keun too, 
had a quiet game. The 
Stallions, however, did come 
agonisingly close to scoring 
after 31 minutes, 

Darren McDonald’s dipping 
volley from all of thirty metres 
was too good for Dean 
Anastasiadis, but crashed 
against the crossbar and away 
to safety, 

After that and Kresimir 
Marusic began to dominate in 
midfield, 

He flicked on a Lubo 
Lapsansky cross to the back 
post but Adrian Cervinski 
could not make any contact 
with the ball. 

Robert Trajkovski gave 


Marconi numerous problems 
down the right hand side with 
a steady stream of crosses and 
muns. 
One such cross found 
Matusic in the box, but his 
shot flew way oyer the top. 

Carlton continued their 
dominance into the second- 
half. It was two against two 
and Marusic passed to Vlahos 
who did everything right until 
it came to the shot — he 
seemed to rush it and present- 
ed a simple save for Ante 
Coyic. 

Bresciano, like Marusic, 
Was outstanding in midfield 
and had a shot that went nar- 
rowly wide after a fantastic 
solo run in which he went past 
Kim like he wasn’t there. It 
seemed just a matter of time 
before they would break the 
deadlock. 


Markovski came close 


twice in the space of seven 
minutes, first sliding the ball 
wide from a Bresciano knock 
back, before heading over the 
bar from close range from the 
‘same youngster’s cross. 

Even with the amount of 
opportunities Carlton had, 
Marconi keeper Covic had 
hardly been tested. 

He had to be at his best 
though, when a Viahos shot 
took a deflection and nearly 
wrongfooted him. 

Just when the game seemed 
certain to go into extra-time, 
Manusic and Bresciano — two 
of Carlton’s finest on the night 
— combined, and Lapsansky 
started it all, passing to 
Marusic who found Bresciano 
with a terrific through ball. 

His run had been unchecked 
by the Stallions defence and he 
calmly trapped the ball and 
turned in one movement 
before unleashing a shot into 
the left hand comer. 

‘He and the other Carlton 


BY SUT IONES. 


this match is unique, Never 

before has a team in their 
debut year made a grand final, 
Carlton have done a fine job, 
can they prove the cynics 
wrong and show the big result 
on the final weekend of the 
home-and-away league was not 
a fluke? 

For South Melbourne this is 
the trophy they always expect, 
but only twice before has it been 
delivered to them. Paul Trimboli 
has been a champion on and off 
the pitch but would like another 
Grand Final winners medal, 

‘They have been the outstand- 
ing team all year but how far did 
that get Sydney United last term? 
Runners-up are easily forgouen, 

‘The pitch could play a big part 
in the match and Carlton have 
now experienced it first hand, It 
is not perfect for a passing game 
and could be a hurdle for South's 
game that is heavily reliant on 
this, Carlton stopped Marconi’s 
10 game undefeated streak, can 
they wipe the smile off South 

Ibourne? 

Head-to-head there have been 
four games. Three have been 
won by South Melbourne, They 
‘won 3-2 at Optus Oval in round 
12 before losing 0-5 at home to 
their Melbourne rivals in round 
26. Over two legs in the major 
semi-final Souths came out on 
top 3-1 (2-1 and 1-0 wins), 

Tris the third year in a row the 
teams that have finished first and 
second have met in the Grand 
Final, maybe Carlton can do 
What the Melbourne Knights and 
Brisbane did and win after finish- 
ing runners-up in the league sec- 
tion? 

Certainly one thing they can’t 
match with Brisbane is the sup- 
port base, however victory may 
bring them more followers, even 
supporters of Carlton AFL. (who 
are currently struggling at the 
foot of their league). That is 
because the Aussie Rules side 
has a strong tradition of winning 
titles, and if those fans see anoth- 
er successful side they will fol- 
low it as well. 

Coach Eddie Krncevic has 
done all asked of him, he has 
overcome big name players com- 
ing and going, and the pressure 
of finals matches, 

All that and he is not a coach 
of the year candidate! He won't 
worry about that, especially if he 
can show around the Ericsson 


youngsters, such as Simon 
Colosimo, have shown so 
much maturity that it isunbe- 
lievable that they haven't 
played in the Ericsson Cup. 
before this season, never mind 
a crucial finals match such as 
this. 

Mareoni coach Zoran Matic 
conceded that the better side 
won the game and his side did 
not play well. 

“They dominated the sec- 
ond-half, we were just not in 
the game enough,” he lament- 
ed. We got caught out, we 
were slow in getting back, I 
can't pinpoint why. 

“T think that the players 
started to believe that the 
chances were going to be cre- 
ated by themselves, we didn’t 
create the chances, we don’t 
win the game, very simple.” 

“The midfield won it for us 
today, I was very encouraged 
by our second-half perfor- 
mance,” ended Kmcevic. 


Cup on awards night, 
As for his opposite number, 
Ange Postecoglou, he is another 
young coach going places, He 
has got the side to play like a 
team and believe in themselves 
and each other, When they haye 
had to win they have, and he will 
have the likes of Lozanovski, 
Coveny, and Trimboli ready for a 
big game. In terms of match wine 
‘ners South Melbourne have them 
all oyer the park, Apart from 
John Anastasiadis, Lozanovski, 
‘Trimboli and Coveny can all con- 
tribute well on the scoresheet. 
Fausto De Amicis has proved his 
worth at the highest level this 
season, and the likes of David 
Clarkson, and Nick Orlic are 
going to be hard men to win pos- 
session from, and if you do you 
have to beat Michael Petkovic, 

Carlton have a couple of lads 
who played in last year's grand 
final in Kresimir Marusic and 
Robert Trajkovski, Trajkovski 
has had a couple of outstanding 
games after some indifferent 
form saw him lose his place in 
the side, The defence will wel- 
‘come back Sean Douglas, and the 
side will hope Simon Colosimo 
(U/20 captain for Australia) is fit 
and well to take his part. The 
Cervinski brothers and John 
Markovski played in the grand 
final two seasons back with the 
Melbourne Knights, alongside 
De Amicis, so big game experi- 
cence is not lacking at Caxton, 

‘Young Dean Anastasiadis has 
been saving goals from his well 
travelled brother for many years; 
he won't Jet them down on the 
big day. Of course, coach 
Krncevie has had the odd big 
ame in his career as well! 

Like all football games there 
ia Mlip side to everything, At the 
end of the day it comes down to 
the players on the field. The con- 
ditions, the crowd, the coaching, 
‘and even the refereeing will play 
‘@ part but not the crucial role, we 
all hope at least. 

In the end the only way to 
find out who will win, how they 
will play, who will play is to be 
at the game, and if not — watch- 
ing it on TV, 

‘While you do, spare a thought 
for the Anastasiadis family. They 
can't lose, but they really can not 
win either! 


Predictions; 

‘Stuart Jones; South Melboume 
Micky Brock; South Melbourne 
Aidin Ormond: ~— South 
Melbourne, 
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NSW 


LEAGUES 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
CONT.. 
UNDER 14 
P WD LF A DIFPTS 
Southern Districts Dew Onee om eae 
Sydney Olympic 8 7 1 027 2 25 22 
Blacktown City Bi TO TetS 82521 
Gladesville Homsby 7 5 1 1 21 9 12 16 
Sutherland Assoc 8 4 1 317 13 4 13 
Newcastle Breakers 10 4 1 5 12 22 -10 13 
Wollongong City @ So! (2 4a 2 
Sydney United 8 38 1 4°11 14-3 10 
Leichhardt Tigers 9 2.4 341 15 4 10 
Eastern Suburbs By 12 An GDL t7 a Behe 
Macarthur Rams Teepe GAB: Ore! 
Marconi Fairfield Mh AS OMG 19-182 B 
Parramatta Eagles 8 Ome 6H 16)=-15'-2 
Manly Warringah 8 OFFS 7 “aR 23e2a" t 
UNDER 15 
Leichhardt Tigers v Blacktown City 3-0 
Marconi Fairfield vy  Gladesville Hornsby 1-3 
Sutherland Assoc v — Southem Districts 1-3 
Manly Wartingah ov Sydney Olympic 1-2 
Wollongong City v_ Macarthur Rams 0-0 
‘Sydney United v_ Newcastle Breakers 0-2 
Eastem Suburbs v Parramatta Eagles 1-6 
P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Newcastle Breakers 10 7 0 3 25 16 9 21 
Sydney Olympic 8 6 1 127 11 16 19 
Parramatta Eagles 8 6 O 2 23 13 10 18 
Leichhardt Tigers 9 5 1 340 19 21 16 
Gladesville Homsby 6 4 2 014 5 9 14 
Marconi Fairfield 74° 1214 8 6 13 
Blacktown City 7 4 0 313 12 1 12 
Southern Districts 8 4 0 4 18 18 0 12 
Manly Warringah B 3 1 410 12 2 10 
‘Sydney United 8 2 3 310 13 3 9 
Sutherland Assoc 8 2 0 6 12 20 8 6 
Wollongong City 81167 2-9 4 
Eastern Suburbs @ “120" 7-8 25°-19" 3 
Macarthur Rams T0225 6. 27 et" 2 
GRADE 16 
Leichhardt Tigers v Blacktown City 1-2 
Marconi Fairfield v  Gladesville Hornsby 1-2 
Sutherland Assoc v Southern Districts nl 
Manly Warringah v Sydney Olympic 0-0 
Wollongong City vy Macarthur Rams: 0-0 
‘Sydney United v Newcastle Breakers 13 
Eastern Suburbs v Parramatta Eagles 1-6 
P W DL F A ODIFPTS 
Parramatta Eagles 8 7 0 1 26 8 18 21 
Newcastle Breakers 10 6 O 4 17 12 5 18 
Sydney United 8 4 1 3 18 15 2 13 
Gladesville Hormsby 6 4 0 29 6 3 12 
Manly Warringah 8 SS 266 4 2r-tat2 
Sydney Olympic 8 3 2 312 120 1 
Sutherland Assoc 8 38 2 311 16 5 11 
Marconi Fairfield Sea) 214 “60 6510 
Southern Districts ts 2B 6 2 9 
Blacktown City 7c a We loc ier 
Wollongong City 8 2.4 3°5 9 4 7 
Leichhardt Tigers Co 4 ae Vere. 7, 
Eastern Suburbs Bs 2 AB 6t Adie Be 7 
Macarthur Rams 7 0 48 2 6.4.4 
FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 


First Grade: Moorebank Sports 2 bt Belmore Hercules 
1, Hurstville City 5 bt AC United 2, Illawarra Lions 2 (N 
Trencesevski 8m L Larfield 54m) bt Mt Pritchard 1 (M 
Licchino 44m), Penrith Panthers 4 bt AC United 1, 
Bathurst ‘75 2 (D Kostich 14m og 30m) bt Manly 
Warringah 1 (D Rosenthal 32m), Auburn United 2 (T 
Omac 38/41) bt Hurstville City 1 (J Lal 18m), Fairfield 
Bulls 2 (D locca 60m S Talevski 76m) bt Hills United 0, 
Rockdale City Suns 3 (I McDonald 46m G Trposki 
50,77m) bt Stanmore Hawks 1 (A Markopoulos 60m). 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Fairfield Bulls 12 9 0 3 30 14 16 27 
Stanmore Hawks 11.8 «+O 3 27 14 13 24 
Hurstville City 12.7 1 4 25 14.11 22 
Bathurst 75 12 6 “4 “2°15 43° 2 22 
Penrith Panthers 10 6 2 216 9 7 20 
Moorebank Sports 10 5 2 3 14 14 0 17 
Auburn United 12 ib 2p i 2a 1d, 
Manly Warringah 10-4 Ss 3-47 10-7... 15 


Rockdale CityBuns 12 5 0 7 22 23 -1 15 
Mawarra Lions 185 90 817 19 -2 15 
Hills United dieseevemicotieeen tt 14 
AC United 12 2 4 6 18 24 6 10 
Belmore Hercules TOSS. fe eOn erie. 7, 
Mt Pritchard 1161 1 °9 13 31-18 4 


U/21: Moorebank Sports 2 bt Belmore Hercules 1, AC 
United vs Hurstville City P/P, Illawarra Lions 6 bt Mt 
Pritchard 3, AC United 1 bt Penrith Panthers 0, Bathurst 
‘75 drew Manly Warringah 0, Auburn United 5 bt 
Hurstville City 3, Fairfield Bulls 2 drew Hills United 2, 
Rockdale City Suns 2 bt Stanmore Hawks 0. 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
AC United 1468 2 1 24 11 13 26 
Fairfield Bulls . 1 7 2 8 47 27 26 23 
Hills United 417 «2° 2 30 12 18 23 
Auburn United 12 6 2 326 21 6 23 
Manly Waringah 40 6 2 220 11 9 20 
Bathurst 75 48 5 3 5 24 12 12 16 
Moorebank Sports 10 4 4 216 14 4 16 
Hurstville City 1.5 1 5 20 23 3 16 
Penrith Panthers 10 4 2 415 14 1 14 
Stanmore Hawks: 12.4 2 6 2 2190014 
Rockdale CitySuns 11 3 3 5 21 23 2 12 
Mt Pritchard Ti (9-275 19°25 60-17 
Belmore Hercules 10 1 1 5 10 35 -25 4 
Mawarra Lions 12 0 0 129 62 -53 0 


U/18: Moorebank Sports 7 bt Belmore Hercules 0, 
Penrith Panthers 3 bt Rockdale City Suns 1, AC United vs 
Hurstville City P/P, Illawarra Lions 2 bt Mt Pritchard 0, AC 
United 1 bt Penrith Panthers 0, Bathurst ‘75 2 bt Manly 
Warringah 1, Auburn United 1 drew Hurstville City 1, 
Fairfield Bulls 1 bt Hills United 0, Stanmore Hawks 2 bt 
Rockdale City Suns 0. 


P W DL F A ODIFPTS 
Bathurst 75 13 10 2 1 32 11 21 32 
Fairfield Bulls 12 8 2 2 23 11 12 26 
Stanmore Hawks 12.8 0 4 25 14 11°24 
MMawarra Lions 13 7 1 5 43 27 16 22 
Manly Waringah 10 7 1220 11 9 22 
Moorebank Sports 10 6 1 321 9 12 19 
Hills United 115 4 2 22 12 10 19 
AC United 11 5 12 5 19 19 0-16 
Penrith Panthers 10 5 0 5 16 17 -1 15 
Mt Pritchard 1164 1 6 21 18 3 13 
Rockdale CitySuns 12 2 2 8 19 25 6 8 
Belmore Hercules 40 2 0 6 10 33 -23 6 
Hurstville City 411 2 8 10 32 -22 5 
Aubum United 12 0 1 1110 52 -42 1 

FEDERATION DIVISION TWO 


First Grade: Alexander Warriors vs Dulwich Hill W/O, 
Parramatta City vs Hurstville ZSC P/P, Hadjuk Wanderers 
8 bt Sydney Districts 0, Mt Druitt Town 3 drew Uni Of 
NSW 3, Arncliffe Scots 6 bt Gladesville United 2, 
Liverpool City 1 bt Greystanes 0. 


PW DL F A ODIFPTS 
Dulwich Hill 8 8 0 0 30 4 26 24 
Hajduk Wanderers 9 7 2 0 25 5 20 23 
Greystanes 8 {Sip A212. 1026 
Alexander Warriors 8 4 1 3 18 12 6 13 
Hurstville ZSC 8 3 3 216 138 3 12 
Ameliffe Scots 40 4 0 6 17 19 -2 12 
Mt Druitt Town 9 3 2 419 19 0 11 
Liverpool City 9 3 159 18 9 10 
Sydney District 9 3 0 6 10 23-13 9 
Parramatta City Pacer as Sot, Ri shams eee aie A 
Uni of NSW 40 2 1 7 10 23 -13 7 
Gladesville United 9 1 2 6 14 27 13.5 


U/21: Alexander Warriors vs Dulwich Hill W/O, 
Parramatta City 1 bt Hurstville ZSC 0, Hadjuk Wanderers 
40 bt Sydney Districts 0, Uni of NSW 4 bt Mt Druitt Town 
4, Gladesville Utd 4 bt Amciiffe Scots 1, Greystanes 3 bt 
Liverpool City 0. 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Greystanes 9 7 0 119 6 13 21 
Dulwich Hill B 6 2 0 32 8 24 20 
Hajduk Wanderers 9 6 0 3 36 9 27 18 
Mt Druitt Town 9 6 0 3 24 10 14 18 
Uni of NSW 40 5 3 216 9 8 18 
Gladesville United @ 3 3 3.-16.19..39 12 
Hurstville ZSC 9 4 0 5 18 22 4 12 
Parramatta City Biaen2 41218 68 
Liverpool City 9 1 3 5 14 20 6 6 
Alexander Warriors 8 2 0 6 9 24 -15 6 
Ameliffe Scots 9 2 07 5 36-31 6 
Sydney District 8 1 1 6 7 35 -28 4 


U/18: Alexander Warriors vs Dulwich Hill W/O, 


Parramatta City 5 bt Hurstville ZSC 0, Hadjuk Wanderers: 
5 bt Sydney Districts 0, Mt Druitt 2 bt Uni of NSW 1, 
Gladesville Utd 7 bt Amcliffe Scots 1, Liverpool City 3 bt 
Greystanes 1. 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Mt Druitt Town 9 8 1 033 3 30 25 
Gladesvile United 9 7 1 1 43 9 34 22 
Liverpool City 9 6 2 1 18 6 12 20 
Hajduk Wanderers 9 5 3 151 9 42 18 
Sydney District 9 5 1 3 26 13 13 16 
Hurstville ZSC 94159 17 8 13 
Greystanes 8 4 0 4 18 12 6 12 
Parramatta City 8 3 1 4 26 16 10 10 
Dulwich Hill 8 2 2 423 12 11 B 
Uni of NSW 10--4)..0' 8)16622---6 6: 
Arncliffe Scots 10 109 5 66 -72 3 
Alexander Warriors 8 0 0 8 2 74 -72 0 


DIV 3: First Grade: Glebe Wanderers 3 bt Sydney 
University 2, Maroubra United 6 bt Hawkesbury City 2, 
Granville Greenisiand 2 bt Flamencos 1, Trasandinos 2 bt 
White City 1, Colo Colo 1 bt Prospect United 0, Hakoah 2 
bt Camden Tigers 0. 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Glebe Warriors 7 6 1 °0 21 11 10 19 
Camden Tigers TAS Mi “85 AB D916 
Trasandinos 7 5 0 216 14 2 15 
Cold Colo 6 4 0 211 101 12 
Sydney University 5 3 1 116 8 9 10 
Prospect United SOP eid eB, 
Maroubra United 620417 14 3 6 
White City OTS Bi BST ATS A 
Hakoah 5 1135 9 -4 4 
Granville Greenisiand 5 1 1 3-7 15 -8 4 
Hawkesbury City 6 1 0 59 17 8 3 
Flamencos 70 1 6 14 26-12 1 


Second Grade: Sydney University 1 bt Glebe 
Wanderers 0, Hawkésbury City 3 bt Maroubra United 1, 
Flamencos 3 bt Granville Greenisland 2, Trasandinos 4 bt 
White City 3, Prospect United 4 bt Colo Colo 0, Camden 
Tigers 3 bt Hakoah 1. 


DIV 4: First Grade: Prairiewood United 4 bt Lithgow 


‘| Workmen's 3, Nepean Districts 3 bt Balmain Tigers 1, 


Sydney Crescent Star 6 bt Earlwood Hermes 0, Fraser 
Park 4 bt Springwood 1, Fairfield Kings 0 drew Holy 
Cross Ryde 0, CSI Schofields 2 bt Marrickville 0, United 
Eagles 2 drew St Josephs 2. 


P WD LF A OIFPTS 

Fraser Park 7 6 1 018 4 14 19 
Prairiewood United TE G peeoG 2dr inte T, 
Sydney Crescent Star 8 5 0 3 22 14 8 15 
Fairfield City Kings 7 4 2 113 3 10 14 
CSI Schofields (fee ame Ys |: Pm 
Nepean District TSM2 Se NOE ee 
Holy Cross Ryde Woded= 610212 ste 10 
Marrickville Togeme Sey ei4 ae 6! 
St Josephs 6.4) 37.2) 9. 13-se6 

Balmain Tigers Bide Olde Li eOico) 
Springwood Sy i 00 4 5B. 18) 10-13) 
Lithgow Workmen's 7 1 0 6 9 28 -19 3 

Earlwood Hermes GF Oh le digo 207216 1 


Second Grade: Prairiewood United 6 bt Lithgow 
Workmen's 1, Balmain Tigers 3 bt Nepean Districts 2, 
Earlwood Hermes 4 bt Sydney Crescent Star 0, Fraser 
Park 2 drew Springwood 2, Fairfield Kings 1 bt Holy 
Cross Ryde 0, CSI Schofield 2 bt Marrickville 1, St 
Josephs 5 bt United Eagles 0. 


DIV 5: First Grade: Sporting SCC 2 bt Bossy 1, 
Liverpool Warriors 1 drew Liverpool Olympic 1, 
Kosciuszko 3 bt AVA United 1, Auburn Star 1 drew 
Eastern Creek Pioneers 1, White Valley 3 bt 
Homenetmen 1, 


P W DL F A DiFPTS 
White Valley erase 4 Tt: -6. (Seat 
Homenetmen Bpessen4 2. 42918) 4 0 
Bossy 623 113121 9 
AVA United Be oiai0' 2) -8f (esate sy 
Auburn Star 6 2 2 21210 2 6 
EastemCreekPioneer4 2 2 07 5 2 8 
Sporting SCC 722311 1 4 86 
Liverpool Warriors 61236 9 3 5 
Racing 6 0084 20 Seas 
Kosciuszko 5. 808A Sea 2! 
Liverpool Olympic «97 «0 3 4 8 12 4 3 


SECOND GRADE: Sporting Vs Bossy P/P, Liverpool 
Warriors 2 drew Liverpeol Olympic 2, AVA United 3 bt 
Kosciuszko 1, Easter Creek Pioneers 7 bt Auburn Star 
4, White Valley 3 bt Homenetmen 1. 
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WOMENS 
STATE LEAGUE: 


DIV 1 

First Grade; Sutherland 
Sharks 2 bt Marconi 
Fairfield 1, Gladesville 
Ravens 3 bt Eastern Suburbs 
0, NNSW ITC/Academy 2 
bt Sydney United 0, NSW 
Institute Academy 6 bt 
Moorebank Sports 0, UWS 
Macarthur 2 bt Nepean 
Panthers 1, 


9 


Second Grade: Marconi 
Fairfield 3 bt Sutherland 
Sharks 0, Gladesville 
Ravens | bt Eastern Suburbs 
0, NNSW Institute Academy 
4 bt Sydney United 0, NSW 
Institute Academy 4 bt 
Moorebank Sports 1, 
Nepean Panthers 1 bt UWS 
Macarthur 0. 


A 
C 


oe 


DIV 2: Gladesvill 
Ravens 2 bt Wollongon) 
City 1, Roselands 9 b 
Bankstown City 1, Mani 
Warringah 4 bt Sutherlan 
Shire 2, Central Coast WS: 
3 bt Bathurst City 2, § 
George Assoc 1 dre\ 
Shoalhaven Assoc 1. 


@ ABsw 


NSW STATE LEAGUES 


WOMEN STATE LEAGUE — 
DIVISION ONE 
FIRST GRADE 
P W DL F A DIF PTS 
‘Sutherland Sharks 7 6 1 023 4 19 19 
NSW Inst/Academy 5 5 0 017 3 14 15 
NNSWITCG/Academy 6 4 2 015 3 12 14 
Sydney United 6 3 1 225 8 17 10 
UWS Macarthur 73 0 41822 4 9 
Marconi Fairfield 6222168 8 8 
GladesvilleRavens 6 2 0 41017 7 6 
Moorebank Sports 5 1 0 4 4 22-418 3 
Nepean Panthers 6 1 0 5 1030 -20 3 
Eastern Suburbs 6 0 0 6 5 2-21 0 
SECOND GRADE 
P W DL F A DIF PTS 
Sutherland Sharks 7 6 0 2349 25 15 
NNSWITC/Academy 6 5 O 1 25 6 19 15 
Marconi Fairfield 6 4 1.118 4.14 13 
Sydney United 6 402247 17 12 
Eastern Suburbs Bee yal Ales eT | 10 
Gladesville Ravens BAIS We tO Alt, Zo 210 
NSWinstAcademy 5 2 031910 9 6 
Moorebank Sports 5 104 6 24-18 3 
Nepean Panthers B..P 10) 5:3 85-32 3 
‘UWS Macarthur 7 0 1 60 45 -45 1 
DIVISION TWO 
P W DL F A DIFPTS 
‘St George Assoc 5 5 0.023 2.21 15 
CentralCoastWSA 5 4 1 0 28 5 23 13 
Shoalhaven Assoc 4 3 1019 4 15 10 
Bathurst City Bere er 2algctegie = 8: 
Manly Warringah a a eye ee, Se 
Sutherland Shire 5 2 0 3 1420 -6 6 
Roselands Ai Lap lie2> ToaaenG's 4 
GladesvilleRavens 5 0 2 3 5 15-10 2 
Wollongong City 40 4.854 W717 
Bankstown City 5 0 1 4 6 34-28 1 
SUPER LEAGUE ROUND 10 
FIRST 
BONNYRIGG WE 1 PARRAMATTA EAGLES 2 
Dee 56 Karavatakis 42, 45 


CENTRAL COAST 1 EASTERNSUBURBS 2 


Roberts 66 Bennett 67 

Sermanni 73 
RYDECITYGUNNERS 2 STGEORGESAINTS 4 
Mckie 42 Araujo 51, 60 
Gledhill 68 Pillemer 75, 
, Toombs 85 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS 0 = LEICHHARDT TIGERS 3 

Poimer 46 

Bazdaric 52 

Buonavoglia 86 
CANTERBURY 3 BLACKTOWN CITY 1 
‘Talcevski 21 Bradley 61 
Hantzis 69 
Kategiannis 74 
BANKSTOWN CITY 1 MACARTHURRAMS 2. 
Adioski 40 Connelly 18, 37 

P W DL F A DIF PTS 
Eastern Suburbs 8 6 1 119 9 10 19 
Canterbury Berries 9 612179 8 19 
Blacktown City 9 6 0 32012 8 18 
Parramatta Eagles 8 5 0 31610 6 15 
Leichhardt Tigers 8422159 6 14 
Bonnyrigg WE 9 4 231412 2 14 
Bankstown City 10 4 2 41312 1 14 
Macarthur Rams 8 4° 131112 -1 13 
Central Coast 2 ete AA <A) 7 
Ryde CityGunners 9 2 1 6 9 19-10 7 
Sutherland Shire OI 26* a6=t4 5 
St George Saints BP NEGO Peart 6: AG 
UNDER 21 
BONNYRIGG WE 3 PARRAMATTAEAGLES 0 
CENTRAL COAST 0 EASTERN SUBURBS 4 
RYDE CITY GUNNERS 1 ST GEORGE SAINTS 4 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS 2 LEICHHARDT TIGERS 7 
CANTERBURY if BLACKTOWN CITY 3 
BANKSTOWN CITY 0 MACARTHUR RAMS 2 
P W DE F A DIF PTS 

Bonnyrigg WE 9 7 O 2 3410 24 21 
Eastem Suburbs 8 6 1 1246 18 19 
Macarthur Rams 9 6 0 31910 9 18 
Parramatta Eagles 8 6 021811 7 18 


Blacktown City 8 5 131915 4 16 
Canterbury Berries 9 5 042120 1 15 
St George Saints 9 5 0 41313 1 15 
Leichhardt Tigers 8 4 221912 7 14 
Ryde City Gunners 9 3 1 5 11 26-15 10 
Bankstown City ais is hot per Ns 
‘Sutherland Shire 9 1 1 7 12 28-16 4 
Central Coast 9 0 1 8 9 38 -29 1 
UNDER 18 

BONNYRIGG WE 1 PARRAMATTA EAGLES 4 
CENTRAL COAST 4 EASTERNSUBURBS 4 
RYDECITY GUNNERS 2 STGEORGESAINTS 3 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS 1 LEICHHARDT TIGERS 7 
BANKSTOWN CITY 1 MACARTHUR RAMS 1 

P W OL F A DIF PTS 
Parramatta Eagles 8 7 1032 6 2 22 
Blacktown City OS 6p t218..8 72.18 
Macarthur Rams 9: 5 282.15) Sin.6- 17! 
Ryde City Gunners 9 5 131312 1 16 
Bankstown City 10 4 3 31710 7 15 
Eastem Suburbs 8 3 4 11612 4 13 
Leichhardt Tigers 8 3 321815 3 12 
Bonnyrigg WE 9 3 151317 -4 10 
Central Coast 9 2 251318 5 8 
St George Saints 9225917 8 8 
Canterbury Berries 9 1 2 6 6 20-14 5 
Sutherland Shire 9 0 27 6 29-23 2 

NNSW RESULTS 
ROUND 8 


Edgeworth v Wallsend 
cancelled in all grades due to wet weather 


Broadmeadow Magic 1 Weathertex Gunners 0 
Easts Maitland 3 Highfields Azzurri 3 
Adamstown Rosebuds 5 —_ Belmont Swansea 1} 
Weston Workers 1 Hamilton Olympic 1 
Cessnock Homets 2 Toronto Awaba 1 
RESERVE GRADE 
Weathertex Gunners 2 Broadmeadow Magic 1 
Easts Maitland 1 Highfields Azzurri 1 
Adamstown Rosebuds 3 Belmont Swansea 1 
Weston Workers 2 Hamilton Olympic 2 
Cessnock Hornets 3 Toronto Awaba 7 
UNDER U18 
Broadmeadow Magic 2 WeathertexGunners 0 
Easts Maitland 1 Highfields Azzurri 0 
Belmont Swansea 5 Adamstown Rosebuds 1 
Hamilton Olympic 3 Weston Workers. i} 
Cessnock Hornets 4 — Toronto Awaba 0 
NEN SOCCER LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE 
P WODLE A Pts 
Edgeworth Eagles 6 5 1017 3 16 
Wallsend Red Devils 6 650111 5 15 
Toronto Awaba Stags LR ee NE Te Te: 
Hamilton Olympic Warriors 7 4 1 2 15 5 13 
Broadmeadow Magic 741267 13 
Cessnock Homets 7.4 03 14 12 12 
Highfields AzzurriWolves 7 2 3 2 12 9 9 
Easts Maitland 7 223 10 12 8 
Weathertex Gunners To 250-5. 9° 19....6 
Adamstown Rosebuds Tam TB a 
Belmont Swansea Swans 7 0 0 7 6 30 0 
RESERVE GRADE 
FIRST DIVISION 
P WOLF A Pts 
Hamilton Olympic Warriors 7 6 1 0 22 6 19 
Edgeworth Eagles 6 50113 8 15 
Easts Maitland 7 412 11 10 13 
Broadmeadow Magic Te 322 12-3 Mh 
Highfields Azzurri Wolves 7 3 1 3 14 12 10 
Weathertex Gunners 7 3 4 3 10 14 10 
Cessnock Homets 7 304 15 12 9 
Adamstown Rosebuds PMBOS4 Oe 118 
Belmont Swansea Swans 7 2 2 3 16 15 8 
Wallsend Red Devils SLR TSF i Sam 
Weston Workers Bears Todd oot Oa: 
Toronto Awaba Stags f Oe eB AS 
NBN SOCCER LEAGUE U/18 
PWODLFA Pts 
Hamilton Olympic Warriors 7 5 11 20 9 16 
Broadmeadow Magic TAD AP AR eae 


Cessnock Homets Tl 43 28g tee ie 
Easts Maitland Be Gel 2B ve 8 
Belmont Swansea Swans 7 4 0 3 19 11 12 
Highfields AzzurriWolves 7 4 03 9 4 12 
Wallsend Red Devils 63128 7 10 
Weathertex Gunners 73041713 9 
‘Adamstown Rosebuds 72328 4 9 
Edgeworth Eagles Gt seen 76 
Weston Workers Bears 7 0 16 1 16 1 
Toronto Awaba Stags fe, tees es 
NNSW WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE 
(WSL) 


Northern NSW continued their unbeaten run in round seven 
of the NSW WSL with a 2-0 win over Sydney United at 
Blacksmiths Oval on Sunday, May 10. 

With the match transferred from Jack McLaughlan Oval, 
due to the wet condition of the ground, Northern went on the 
attack from the opening whistle. 

Attacking United’s goal in the first minute, striker Jodie 
Randall was pushed in the back and was awarded a free-kick 
from just outside the penalty area, 

Tracy Baker’s direct shot just sailed over the bar. 

The match went helter-skelter until the 20th minute when 
Lisa Richards sent a left foot cross deep into the penalty area 
for Jodie Randall to head home and Northern NSW led 1-0. 

Just three minutes later Jodie Randall was again in the 
action when her free-kick from 10 metres outside the penalty 
area rebounded off the bar for midfielder Shelley Youman to 
head into the net, 

Northern NSW went to the break ahead 2-0. 

Trudy Diamond for Northern NSW having her 78th m inute 
shot pushed around the post by the United keeper was the only 
real second-half chance. 

“We played with a bit more composure this week,” said 
coach Mark Jones, 

“They (Northern NSW) need to learn to put away teams 
when they have set up a lead like today. 

“But having said that I can’t be too critical because we won, 
took several real good chances and played them off the park in 
most aspects of the game. 

“Next week against the (NSW) Institute will be a tough 
game.” 

In Reserve Grade Northern defeated Sydney United 4-0 in a 
well-disciplined display of controlled soccer. 


Kate Gill sent Norther to a 1-0 lead in the 31st minute with 


NSW Soccer 
Federation 


SUPER LEAGUE 


Wednesday May 13 e Def. Rd 5 
St George Saints v Macarthur Rams 
St George Stadium — 7.30pm 


ROUND I 


Saturday May 16 
Blacktown City v Sutherland Sharks 
Gabbie Stadium — 6.00pm 
Macarthur Rams v Canterbury M/ville 
Lynwood Park — 7.00pm 
Leichhardt Tigers v Ryde City 


Lambert Park — 8.00pm 


Sunday May 17 
Eastern Suburbs v Parramatta Eagles 
Wentwork Park — 3.00pm 
St George Saints v Bonnyrigg W.E. 
St George Stadium — 3.00pm 
Bankstown City v Central Coast 
Jensen Park — 3pm 
Rd 9 — Leichhardt Tigers v 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Lambert Park — 3.00pm. 


Wednesday May 20 
Rd 5 — Parramatta Eagles v Central Coast 
Melita Stadium — 7.30pm 
Rd 8 — Macarthur Rams v Eastern Suburbs 
Lynwood Park — 8.00pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
Max. call cost 75¢/min — IDS 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 


a powerful run through the 
centre of the penalty area 
where she beat two defenders 
and the keeper. 

Tracey Oldham scored in 
the 48th minute and then Gill 
added her second in the 54th 
when she chipped the keeper. 

Tara McMinn sealed the 
match in the 87th minute. 


RESULTS 

First Grade: Northern 
NSW 2 (J Randall 20m S 
Youman 23m) beat Sydney 
United 0. 

Reserve Grade: Northern 
NSW 4 (K Gill 31m, 54m, T 
Oldham 48m, T McMinn 
87m beat Sydney United 0. 


THIS WEEK 
Division One 
First Grade 3.00pm - 
Reserve Grade 1.00pm 


Round 8 of the NBN 
Soccer League (First 
Division). 

‘The match of the round for 
Saturday, May 9 has been 
postponed to Tuesday, May 
12at 8.15pm. 

Competition leaders 
Edgeworth Eagles will host 
the Wallsend Red Devils at 
Jack McLaughlan Oval on 
Tuesday night, 

Jack McLaughlan Oval 
was ruled unfit on Friday and 
the match moved to Tuesday 
to give the ground a chance to 
dry out, allowing the match to 
have the best surface possible 
for the top-of-the-table clas! 


Round 8 of the 2HD 
Soccer League (Second 
Division) 

On Saturday, May 9 
Lambton Jaffas defeated 
West Wallsend Bluebells 1-0 
in the match of the day, 

Brett Macaulay scored the 
winner in the 22nd minute 
but goal keeper Chris Dunn 
put in a sterling performance 
to keep his line intact and 
allow his team to collect the 
points. 

With a player sent-off for a 
second bookable offence in 
the dying minutes Dunn 
brilliantly saved the penalty 
and received the players’ 
player award, 

In the match of the day on 
Sunday May 10 Dudley- 
Redhead got over the top of a 
spirited 10 man Phoenix 
United 2-1. 

Phoenix played for 75 
minutes one man short that 
allowed Dudley to dominate 
for most of the match. 

Peter Barlow sent Dudley 
to the lead in the first-half 
while Stewart Smith sealed 
the result in the second-half. 

Phoenix never laid down 
and were able to pull one 
back with five minutes to go 
when Hamish McQueen beat 
the Dudley keeper. 


Round 9 
Sat 16/5/98 
Singleton Str y Thornton Pk 
Budgewoi v Lambton 


Sun 17/5/98 
Phoenix Utd v Mayfield Utd 
West Wallsend v Stockton 
Lake Macquarie v Tingira 
Dudley - Redhead Utd y 
Beresfield United 
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tan Lazaridis, the West Ham United and 
Australian wingman, will be playing for a West 
Ham Academy Select against West Australia thi 


Sunday, F . , 
‘The $10 million rated 
star will team up with ‘ 


three other Hammers j 
players that have all 
been born in Perth as he 
displays the skills that 
have made several top 
European clubs sit up 
and take notice, 

His team-mates will 
include: Chris Coyne, 
still only 19-years old [J 


but having already made 4 
Pie Wace reerisen teenies eC 


for the Claret and Blue ** home once more. 
side, Richard Garcia, a mere 16-years old but having 
tasted life in the England’s top competitions on four 
occasions this term, and Jamie Coyne, a future West 
Ham star in the making. 

It all kicks off this Sunday evening at Dorrien 
Gardens, Fitzgerald Street, Perth 

Time: 5.00pm. 

Don't miss out! 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Sorrento 2 Western Knights 2 
Pountain Cummings 
Chapman Morgan 
Floreat Athena 2 Inglewood Falcons = 3 
Carbone Hunter 
Lincoln Mirco 
Daly 
Kingsway Olympic 3 Stirling Macedonia 1 
Markovic 2 Mura 
Newhill 
Joondalup City 2 Bayswater City Pan 1 
MeDarby Holmes 
Kelly 
Perth 1 Dianella WE 0 
Pottier 
Fremantle City 2 Cockburn City 1 
Murphy Wallace 
Bourne 
DIVISION ONE 
Stirling Suns 1 Swan IC 1 
Perth City 4 Armadale 0 
Rockingham City 3 Queens Park 0 
Southside Utd 0 Ashfield/Bunbury 8 
Balcatta 2 Wanneroo 2 
Bassendean Cal 3 North Lake Espanol 1 
WEST AUSTRALIAN AMATEUR & 


SOCIAL SOCCER ASSOCIATION ROUND 4 


AUSTWEST HOMES PREMIER DIVISION 
(Reserves in brackets) 
WA Maccabi Shamrock Rovers 2(1,5), 


Kwinana United 4 Murdoch University 07,0) 
Forrestfield United 5 Hamersley Rovers 30,2) 
1 
3 
1 


Sortento Amateurs Fremantle United 5(1,7) 
Morley Windmills Beechboro W E. 3.(5,0) 
Canning Langford 1 Mandurah City 1(2.2) 
OLA SPORTS COVER DIVISION ONE 
Cloverdale Chindits 5 Balga 1 (2,1) 
Perth Royals 4 Stirling Macedon 23,2) 
South Perth United 2 Belmont Villa 2(1,2) 
Naval Base Wescoa 2 Lynwood Chile 2(2,0) 
Subiaco 2 Spearwood Dal 2(2,3) 
Perth Azzurri 2 Colo Colo 2 (4,6) 
OLA SPORTS COVER DIVISION TWO 
Ballajura 2 North Beach 1,1) 
Carlisle 6 Willeton 20,5) 
Rockingham City 4 PerthEntertainers 1 (4,3) 


North Perth United 8 Morley United” 4 (6,2) 


Stan ‘The $10 Million 
Man’ In WA 


ACCESS HOME LOANS MASTERS 
DIVISION FOUR 


STARS FLYING 


Fremantle City 2 Melville City 0 
ora > IN FOR QANTAS 
Rocky City Vets 1 Mundaring 5 
Wembley Downs 2 Sorrento 45s 1 Cc GE 
Cockbum United 8 Gosnells City 04) QUIT METROPOLITAN COLTS HALLEN 
Rochwester Amat 4 Yanchep 2G3) Kingsley 0 Ballajura M ATCH 
Ss Fremantle City 4 Shamrock Rovers 4 


Canning Suleymaniye Floreat Athena 

Balcatta linden 7 Burswood United 2 (2,8) 
Stirling Panthers 1 Singleton Wand 2(2,0) 
Olympic Kingsway 0 CalcioRebels , 3 (1,2) 
Beldon 1 Cockbum City 2/80) 
Kingsley 3. Vietnam United 32,2) 


By Richard Kreider 


South 


Clustralia 


a rare opportunity of seeing one of the state’s 

greatest soccer exports, when Socceroo Stan 
Lazaridis of the English Premier League giants West 
Ham United, turns out for the Perth based Hammers 


N:: Sunday, the Perth public will get to enjoy 


Airport United - Bye pies to Academy development team in a Qantas sponsored 
Conia University, Ther United naa challenge match against the WA State team at 
TheCondores 2 Babylon United 31,5) Darel Canes, eres 
Perth International 0 Phoenix United 5(1,3) ‘The foemes Hiker eae Be 


back star, who is reportedly valued at A$10 million, will 


STATE LEAGUE line-up with some of WA's future hopefuls as well as 


Forrestfield United 2 Morley Golden Lily 2 (3,1) 


Noarlunga Utd 1 Wester Strikers 2 | London club-mates Chris Coyne and Richard Garcia, 
OLA SPORTS COVER PREMIER DIVISION | Seaford 0. Port Pirie City 2 | and negotiations are believed to be underway to have 
SOCIAL Salisbury Utd Enfield Cit f i i i 
ae ca an ae Na 4 ee ity i Rese cleus Wynton Rufer play since he is 
Bye 0 Gwelup Croatia 2 | ‘Adelaide Cobras 1 West Adelaide 0 Lazaridis last played in WA in 1995 for the WA 
QP Pioneers 2 Joondalup 0 | Para Hills Knights 2 Adelaide Hills ) | State side against ‘West Ham and Nottingham Forest at 
StJamesGate 2 Bye 0 the WACA. 
Bassendean Cale 6 Shamrock Rovers 1 PWDL F A Dif PtsDed ie West te a ne er last Ailecone ie 
consists of former West Adelaide goalkeeper Mike 
Modbury 8 5 2 1 19 8 11 17 O | Harkness, Jamie Harwell (Sorrento), ex-Perth Glory 
OLA SPORTS COVER SOCIAL DIVISION ONE | Wea ad 8 5 2 1 18 10 8 17 0 | players Alan MacKenzie and Marc Wingell 
Olympic Kingsway ky Rangers 4 
EnfieldCiy 8 5 2 1 13 7 6 170 (Bayswater), Scott Clissold, Steve Bourne, Evan 
Kelmscott Brewers 0 Alcoa 0 } 
Tiyawood Gols -=-10'Timor Oan 0 | ParaHills 8 4 1 3 15 13 2 130 Wallace, Michael Micro, Chris Ball, Alex Christie 
cerca eK AdCobras 8 3 2 3 13 14 -1 11 0 | (Fremantle), Jason Smith (Joondalup), Former Glory 
‘oyal fospital 6 Kypros 6 | otPiie, 8 3 1 4 21 17 4 10 0. | Sefender Craig Naven, Robert Puca (Perth SC), Julio 
Secret Harbour 1 Uni Marys Sf ROC E Moreno, Troy Bernard (Floreat) and Scott Daley of 
QP Social 2 Glendalough Gunners 2 | AdelaideCity8 3 1 4 15 14 1 10 0 J Inglewood Falcons. 
west Stikers 8 2 4 2 11 11 0 100 It’s been exciting week for Micro and Puca 
GLOBAL ONE SOCIAL Noarlunga 8 3 1 4 11 14 -3 10 O | especially since they were singled out by the travelling 
DIVISION TWO Seaford 8 3 0 5 13 19 -6 9 O | scouts from Italian Serie B Club Torino, who have 
Perth Royals 6 UniReal 2 | Adelaide Hills8 2 1 5 14 22 -8 7 0 | invited the pair to trial at the club. Gary Faria, Keven 
Kwinana United 0 Murdoch University 5 | Salisbury Ud 8 1 1 6 7 21 -14 4 0 | Comeiaand Steve Cumace have also been looked a 
White Eagles Serbia 2 Manchester Utd Supporters. 3 Meanwhile, no Jess than five teams are separated 
Subiaco 5. Mandurah City 1 only be goal difference at the top of the twelve team 
North Perth United 8 Hamersley Rovers 2 | NoatlungaUid 0 FE eects es after last weekends 
Girrawheen 2 Fremantle United 4 | Seaford 1 Port Pirie City 1] Incredibly, there have been 147 goals scored in the 
Salisbury Utd 4 Enfield City 0 | six rounds of the competition. 
a a ag Para Hills Knights 1 Adelaide Hills 1 Sorrento are the current leaders: following 2-2 draw 
Inglewood Falcons 2 Ferndale Cr 5 | Modbury - Bye with Western Knights. John Pountain and Andy 
xy 3 4. | Adelaide Cobras - Bye Chapman were on target for the Gulls while Alex 
ieee = i aia) City ; Cummings and Trim Morgan scored for the Knights. 
embley Downs wa Seacows Inglewood Falcons caused the biggest upset of the 
ECU Estudientes 0 Wembley Nomads 8 ; PW D L F A Dif PisDed | weekend and moved into third spot after a 3-2 away win 
Morley Windmills 5 Dacia Perth 0 | NoarlingaUtd6 5 0 1 11 6 5 15 O J overtitle challengers Floreat Athena, 
y 
; 4 | SalisburyUtd7 4 1 2 20 14 6 130 Scorers John Hunter, John Micro and Scott Daley, 
Lynwood Colts 4 Canning Cosmos ry y: 
AdelaideCob7 4 0 3 15 16 -1 12 0 together with a superb display of goalkeeping from 
PERTH GLORY SOCIAL Enfield City 6 3 1 2 10 10 0 10 0 | Damen Goldsworthy sealed the game for the Falcons, 
DIVISION FOUR Modbury 630317790 Fremantle City are in second place after a slender 2-1 
Wanneroo City Social 3 QP Rangers 1 i winner over Cockburn City. Peter Murphy and Steve 
Suerte Pak 3 Curtin Podi 1 | WestStikers 6 3 0 3 11 11 0 9 © | Boume put away the goals for the home side, while City 
ue se Aga Seaford 7 2 2 3 16 15 1 8 O J seplied trough Dean Wallace. ; 
Path Panthers 5 XI Men In Flight 1 = “| 
Soaeiio Sind 9 Fremantle United 0 ParaHills 7 2 2 3 12 14 2 8 0 After a goal-less first half, two goals to Ivica 
SS Rae : 13 | PowPirie 6 1 2 3 8 14 -6 5 0 | Markovic and single from Ryan Newhill gave 
Kingsley 2Sains 3 | aetaide Hills6 0 2 4 5 15 -10 2 0 | Kingsway Olympic a 3-1 winner over Stirling 
Naval Base Wescoa 9 Murdoch University 1 Macedonia. 
Joondalup City kept Baystwater City Panthers at the 
OLA SPORTS COVER MASTERS aa ile Knighs nt mackie ils 2. | Paomof the table with 2-1 wiumph nd Penh Rept in 
_ DIVISIONONE Sginprseeinst a : touch with the leaders after downing lowly Dianella 
Gosnells Ghosts 1 Whitford City 0 | Noarlunga Utd 1 Wester Strikers 1 | White Eagles, thanks to a single goal from Mark Pottier. 
nes " gle g 
Inglewood Falcons 5 Rocky Rovers 1} Seaford 2 Port Pirie City 0 Perth Glory attacking-midfielder Scott Halpin has 
Kingsley 3 Balga 7 | Salisbury Utd 1 Enfield City 0 | been released by the Ericsson Cup club in order for him 
Armadale 6 Perth City 4 | Modbury - Bye to concentrate on his university studies. 
Dame Gr. Makedonia 0 Beldon 6 | Adelaide Cobras - Bye His release means he can now play in the local 
Canning Langford 5 Cockburn United 3 competition. Brother Troy Halpin will undergo an ankle 
PWDL ke operation in a fortnight, but is optimistic of not missing 
AUSTWEST HOMES MASTERS Neisepa DAGG Abe aOsplowT6s. 105-140, | a0Y Snes eaten s opens Bae 
i DIVISION TWO Adelaide Hills6 4 2 0 15 5 10 14 0 PREMIER LEAGUE 
Subiaco 3 Ashfield Dynamos 6 | Modbury 6 «4 «1 «21:15 «9 «6 13:0 Sorrento B 
Cockburn City 2-Whitford City 0) salisbury Ud7 4 1 2 12 12 0 130 Fremantle B 
Cloverdale Chindits 5 Perth City th] Seattle 742 oae19 14-5 12.0 Inglewood) B 
Forrestfield United 1 HamersieyRovers 3 | sfetdcity 6 3 0 3 10 10 0 9 0 Western Knights 13 
‘Wembley Downs Monkey Cay 2 | WestStrkers 6 2 2 2 4 Il 3 8 0 eas B 
RS a 05 10°19 96-0 | eet wate ; 
Kelmscott Brewers 2 Melville City. 2 057 430 Joondalup City 7 
Ferndale Crusaders 0 North Lake 2 07 0 21-2100 Cockbum City 6 
Kingsley O North Perth Celtic 0 Kingsway Olympic : 
Bye - Joondalup Ci Macedonia 
= stad Bayswater City 2 
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Information Line: 1902 220 074 
intern 


HANGS ON 


Ihe two points for a score 

draw are as good as a win 
when you have to play almost 
half the game with 10 men, 
Monaro coach Ian Heywood 
said after his side’s 1-1 draw 
with Canberra Deakin at 
Deakin Oval on Sunday, 

When defender Nick Mathas 
was sent-off for a second 
bookable offence in the 54th 
minute, Heywood admitted 
thoughts of winning the game 
faded. “I made the adjustments. 
with the aim of hanging on to 
what we already had,” he said. 

The reason for that, said 
Deakin team boss Marko Vrkic, 
lies in the confusion which 
followed the resignation of his 
predecessor, John Bull, in the 
week before the season began, 

“T accepted the job three days 
before the first match, and the 
‘committee was all new as well,” 
he said, “It was hardly the best of 
preparations, 

“As a result, more than half the 
team are still not match fit, and 
others are not mentally prepared 
to play inthe Premier League.” 

‘Things seemed to be clicking 
for Deakin and Vrkie in a 
sparkling first 20 minutes built 
round the opening goal. 

Defender Mladin Rogic 
foraged upfield and found himself 
in the right place to apply the 
finishing touch to a fierce drive by 


season to finish, and we will be 
looking at a couple of players 
from them.” 

Belconnen United retained the 
league's only 100 per cent record 
with a 3-1 win over Queanbeyan 
City - a game which City coach 
Oscar Langone said revolved 
around a disallowed goal to Tony 
Pangallo. 

“There didn’t seem to be 
anything wrong with it, and if it 
had counted there is just a 
possibility we would have stayed 


successive loss — this time to 
Capital City Suns by 2-1. 

“We are not streetwise 
cnough...we have a lot of young 
boys in the line-up and there are 
some silly mistakes being made,” 
he said. 

Peter Buljan grabbed both the 
Suns goals, Steve Lazzari replying 
for the Creek late in the game, 

Matt Valeri and George 
Cattanach scored two goals each 
‘as Gungahlin Juventus continued 
its revival under new coach 


The member for 


Eden Monaro, Gary Nairn (centre) 
was the guest of Queanbeyan City for its recent ACT 
Premier League game with capital City Suns at High 
Street Oval. Mr Nairn, who performed a ceremonial 
kick-off, is pictured here with match referee Chris 
Blain and City secretary Michael Alexoski, 


Walter Valeri with a 4-1 win over 
the University of Canberra. 

“We were in it until half-time, 
but Juventus are a very good 
side,” University coach Tony 
Olivera said afterwards. The 
University's goalscorer was James 
Modric, 

And Canberra City coach 
Steve Bryant admitted the 
pressure is beginning to build on 


with Belconnen,” he said, 

“When you are up against a 
defence as strong as their's it is 
heartbreaking not to get the 
decision when you do put the ball 
into the net.” 

City’s goal was gifted by a 
United defender, and Ty Tran put 
through his own net for one of 
United’s goals. The other two 
were scored by Marko Perinovic 


Luka Ujdur, ‘and Matt Whyte. his young side after its fourth 
But as the home side’s fire Weston Creek Royals team successive league loss, 2-1 to 
began to fade, so did Rogic find boss Jimmy Bland said he had had Canberra Olympic. 


himself busy at the other end of 
the field, as he and Jones 
‘attempted to hold the line against 
wave after wave of Monaro 
attacks. 

‘The breakthrough came just 


a “long, hard talk” with his 
players after their second 


OLYMPIC TRIO NAMED 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


{Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 
jet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU By Grakam Cooke 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division 1 - Round S* Sunday May 17 


IN FOR LUNCH 


ihe first of a series of — wanted to hear about, saying 


winter lunches planned he was considering players on | Belconnen Utd Gungahlin Juventus Hawker Oval 
by Canberra Cosmos three continents as candidates | CanbemaCity — v  Queanbeyan City Majura Oval 
brought a full house - for Canberra’s squad. Canberra Deakin v Canberra Olympic Deakin Oval 
something the Ericsson Cup “Lhave gota member of | UniofCanberra —_v "Weston Creek Royals Uni Oval 
club could not manage in — my network in South America Monaro y Capital City Suns High Street 


any of its home matches last ‘Under 23s noon, Firsts 2pm 
‘season. 


Sal Passari, owner of the 


looking at a player 1 am 
particularly interested in, and 


Iwill be going to Asia and Division 2 - Round 6 + Saturday May 16 


La Dolce Vita Restaurant in e to investigate White Eagles y__ Defence Academy Hughes Oval (1) 
Manuka, venue for the ies very shortly,” he | Tusgeranong Ud vy ANU Kambah 2Oval) 
function, was amazed that a said, Cooma a pedes Slab ge Seo en Oa 
normally quiet trading day ‘The next Cosmos function, | Canberra Defence v O'Connor Knights RMC Oval 
had been turned into standing also at La Dolce Vita, will be Under 23s Ipm. Firsts 3pm 
room only. “I's a magnificent on May 26 when the General Premfer Lesgoé « Division One 
turn-out,” he said. Manager of the Ericsson Cup Queanbeyan City 1 Belconnen United 3 
Perhaps most important for competition, Stefan Kamaz, | Canberra Olympic 2 Canberra City 1 
Cosmos was the number of Canberra Deakin 1 Monaro 1 
business people who attended Gungahlin Juventus 4 University of Canberra 1 
— a significant pointer to the Weston Creek Royals 1 Capital’ City Suns 2 
kind of financial support 
which can be expected in PU manmiveveeinare 
iThibiwastaleovelalnierd Belconnen United 4 4 0 0 0 10 5 12 
welcome for former Monin sec EIR es elie pd 
Lesitlative, shaeabIy Canberra Olympic = 4 «2st 0 1 1 7 8 
Member Louise Littlewood, TL AS eT nica 
defeated atthe election earlier A has ae tea a” Shree 
in the year, who proved that Canberra Deakin Fea ietaimmaconae 
her interest in the club went IWsinov ase Royale: acl ORG aa PAS 
beyond that of a politician Ceeasbeyan City is ARV Re LAD SUS aa See 
looking for votes. Uni of Canberra Ask) Quel eOL BNk SAS TAD: 
The stpackedbaudience Canberra City 400044 00 


listened to Cosmos coach 
Rale Rasic give a humourous 
account of the week he had 
just spent at a children’s and 
youth training camp in North 


Under 23: Queanbeyan City $ Belconnen United 4, Canberra 
Olympic 0 Canberra City 1, Canberra Deakin 1 Monaro 1, 
Gungahlin Juventus 5 University of Canberra 0, Weston Creek 
Royals 2 Capital City Suns 2, 


Canberra Cosmos coach 


Queensland where, among his - Points: Gungahlin Juventus 12, Queanbeyan City 9, Belconnen. 

leisure pursuits, he was taken Rale Rasic makes a point : vale ee 

on a crab collecting during his speech at the Canberra Deakin 8, Canberra City 8, University of Canberra 6, 

expedition. first in a series of winter Capital City Suns 5, Weston Creek Royals 5, Monaro 2, Canberra 
However, he quickly  /unches organised by the Olympic 0. 

turned to the topic everyone Ericsson Cup club. 


Youth League: Queanbeyan City 0 Belconnen United 11, Canberra 
Deakin 6 Capital City Suns 2, Gungahlin Juventus 1 Radford 2, 
Canberra Olympic 0 Weston Creek Royals 1. 

Points: Belconnen United 12, Radford 8, St Edmunds 6, Canberra 


‘ 4 bese officials to run Olympic soccer in planning of Olympic soccer in Canberra. Deakin 6, Belconnen Strikers 6, Weston Creek Royals 6, Capital 
before half-time, as the Deakin Canberra, including Soccer Canberra __~ “The appointment of Doszpot and Bennett City Suns 5, University of Canberra 5, Gungahlin Juventus 5, 
defence yielded sufficiently for | president Steve Doszpot and general manager _ reflects SOCOG’s committment, both to the Goulburn City 3, Canberra City 2, Tuggeranong United 2, 
thidielder Jimmy Baxter Yo get | Robert Bennett, have been selected by the Intemational Football Federation and to Soccer Queanbeyan City 0, Canberra Olympic 0, 
Scent of goal and to convert, Sydney Organising Committer for the Olympic Canberra, to maximise the involvement of the es 
There was litle respite after | Gomes, Tocal soccer community in each of the interstate =, cage end j 
the Sending off of Mathas, and the |“ “Doszpot will be event director, with cities which are football venues,” he said. pececaeh fee - 
busy Johnny Rakic set up Michael | esoonibiites which begin at once. He will be in ‘The news has delighted ACT Chief Minister Coun aes ; 
Musitano, only to see him shoot | charge of marketing the Canberra games to the Kate Carnell, whose Government is working to ne eenocKnlghis, 
ae tate public, and of running promotional events to maximise the benefits of the Games to Canberra. PW SDD LF A Ps 
Monato's last real chance of } Support it, Bennett will be competition manager “Steve's experience with football through White Eagles 440007 42 
the match was denied by the in-") responsible for football technical matter. Soccer Canberra and the Canberra Cosmos will Tah Geet at ge RS 4 
form Jones, as he pushed a fee | ‘The third person chosen is Keith Bradley, a stand him in good stead in this important new at ATER PNgROt a. 4 
Kick from John Nelson over the | pariner inthe law frm of Clayton Utz, who will postion,” she said, picoauie Kuga: ep oy es 7 
bar, Raga a chair the Olympic football task force. SOCOG’s Canberra will be host to six sessions of Coon 42 002 15 0 6 
Vrkic hinted at better things | general manager, Bob Elphinston, said the football, beginning on September 13, 2000 and Pikes MG Se EO ee ae 
ahead. “We are wating for the | sppointments mark a significant milestone in the including a semi-final of the women's tournament. Tien Wied nol eee 
Australian Institute of Sport pee ig Unit 
‘Canberra Defence K | es |e et Ge eg 


KANGA CUP’S 
WORLDWIDE INTEREST 


‘Teams from as far afield as England and Albania have sent 
in entries for the annual Kanga Cup junior and youth 
competition, organiser Bill Van Der Vlist says, 

“We also have two teams from New Zealand, a good number 
from Sydney and four from Queensland,” he said. 

“We are still getting expressions of interest and entries, so 
this could be the biggest year yet.” 

He put down the boost in numbers to the increasing interest 
in Australia from overseas as the 2000 Olympics approach, | 
“They know Canberra is a host venue for the soccer, and they 
want to know more about us,” he said. 

“There’s also the point that the last two competitions have | 
been very successful. Word gets around.” 

The Kanga Cup will be held from July 4 to 12. The entry fee 
is $300 plus $35 a player and all clubs are guaranteed a 
minimum of five games. 

Entries close on May 29 and further information can be 
obtained by contacting Soccer Canberra on (02) 6260 4000. 


Where’s the ball? Action from the 1997 Kanga Cup. 


Reserves: Tuggeranong United 2 ANU 2, Cooma 1 Burns Club 
6, Canberra Defence 2 O'Connor Knights 2. 


AGT 
STATE 
LEAGUB 


Division 1: ANU 4 Belconnen United 0, Belwest 2 Ginninderra 


2 
Division 2: ANU I 0 Bums Colts 2, Burns Club 1 Gugahlin 
Juventus 4, Belwest 9 Ginninderra 0, ANU II 1 Defence Academy 3. 
Division 4: Belwest 1 Calwell 7, Tuggeranong United 1 
Harmonie 2, 
GOALSCORERS (AFTER ROUND 3) 
3 Perinovic (Belconnen United) 
Onda (Queanbeyan City) 
Popovich (Canberra Olympic) 
North (Monaro) 
Rakic (Monaro) 
Hader (Capital City Suns) 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 12, 1998 


13 


BULLEEN 2 
ALTONA 0 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


ulleen Inter Kings 

handed Altona Magic 
their second straight defeat, 
winning 2-0 in a replay of last 
season’s grand final. 

‘The Kings fully deserved 
their victory and look a much 
more potent force under 
recently appointed coach Gary 
Cole. 

Daniel Vasilevski had to 
clear an Anthony Grbac header 
off the line after just two 
minutes. 

Nine minutes later Bulleen 
took the lead through Agim 
Sherifoyski. 

Michael Mazzini’s cross was 
flicked on by Danny Gnjidic to 
Sherifoyski who volleyed home 
his first goal of the season. 

Altona were disappointing 
all night and created their first 
real chance three minutes after 
half-time when Tom Markovski 
headed just over the bar. 


But a minute later the Kings 
extended their lead. A dithering 
Simon Micevski was robbed of 
the ball in his own penalty area 
by Damian Guglielmi and his 
intelligent cross presented Eric 
Hollingsworth with a simple 
chance. 

Micevski had a chance to 
pull one goal back, but blasted 
over the bar after Kings keeper 
Sean Keogh dropped a Sash 
Becvinoyski comer. 

Kings: Keogh, Stojcevski, 
Della Rocca, Everetts, Mazzini, 
Gnjidic, Sherifovski, Grbac, 
Waddell, _ Hollingsworth 
(D.Collina), Guglielmi. 

Magic: McGrath, Vasilevski 
(Sapazovski), Tasevski, Runje, 
Micevski, Markovski 
(Trpcevski), Rusmir, 
Georgopoulos (Petrevski), 
Becvinovski, Velkovski, Fak. 

Votes: 3- Guglielmi (BK), 


2. Mazzini (BK), 1- 

Hollingsworth (BK). 
ALTONA 3 

SPRINGVALE WE 0 
By John Rigas 
Itona striker Sash 


Becvinovski scored a hat- 
trick to secure maximum 
points for the Magic against a 


LEADING SCORERS 


13 Karl (St Albans Saints) 

12 Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

AF Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 

10 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Markovski (Preston Lions) 

9 Corallo (South Dandenong) 
Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebras) 

8 Lazarevski (Thomastown Zebras) 

4 Papettas (Bentleigh Greens) 
Papadopoulos (Green Gully Cavaliers) 


PASCOE VALE SPORTSCENE/ABSW 
PLAYER OF THE-YEAR VOTES 


17 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

16 Gnjidic (Bullen Inter Kings) 

15 Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 
Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

14 Karl (St Albans Saints) 
Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebras) 

11 Emsovski (Preston Lions) 


Fawkner Blues 

St Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
Bullen Inter Kings 
Sunshine Georgies 


HUE aauaranw~esse 


‘Thomastown Zebras 


Bentleigh Greens 14 
Springvale White Eagles 15 
Preston Lions 15 
Green Gully Cavaliers 14 
Moorabbin City 

South Dandenong 
Heidelberg United 


WNeKE RUE INNHNHYS 


disappointing Springvale 
White Eagles at Paisley Park 
on Saturday night. 

Springvale’s Vince De La 
Plaza had an excellent 
opportunity to open the scoring 
when he lobbed Altona 
goalkeeper Darren McGrath in 
the ninth minute only to have 
his shot cleared off the line by 
Tom Markovski. 

Altona capitalised on 
Springyale’s misfortune when 
Beevinovski found the back of 
the net from close range, after 
Zoran Petrevski headed the ball 
towards Becvinovski’s path in 
the 16th minute. 

White Eagles midfielder 
Peter Di Iorio made a fantastic 
run from the halfway line, 
beating three Magic defenders 
in the 33rd minute, only to have 
his shot clipped away for a 
comer. 

Becvinovski turned on the 
style in the second-half scoring 
two goals in the 77th and 79th 


minutes. Becvinovski 
completed his hatrick via the 
penalty spot. 


Six minutes before full-time 
Nick Georgopoulos provided 
Becvinovski with a through 
ball, Becvinovski had his shot 
cleared off the line by Dejan 
Rikanovic, 

Magic: McGrath, Tasevski, 
Runje, Micevski, Markovski, 
Fak, Georgopoulos, Velkovski, 


Becvinovski, _Petrevski, 
Trpcevski (Cergovski 
White Eagl Brian, 


R.Marinkovic, M.Marinkovic, 
Calomino, Culibrk, Rikanovic, 
Styezen, V.De La Plaza, 
Nikolic, M.Burlak, Di Iorio 
(Kozlica). 

Votes: 3 - Becvinovski 
(AM), 2 - Georgopoulos (AM), 
1 - Tasevski (AM), 


ST.ALBANS 3 
PRESTON 2 


By.Johet Rigee 


| Lk Lions’ purple 
patch came to an end 
when they were defeated by 
St Albans Saints in a hard 
fought contest at Churchill 
Reserve on Sunday. 

Both teams came out with all 
guns blazing, St Albans had the 
first opportunity in the third 
minute when a Hrvoje Karl 
cross was met Krunoslav 
Razov on the volley that went 
wide. 

Preston also had a good 
‘opportunity in the 16th minute 
through a Sash Markoyski shot 
which struck the side- netting. 


Preston forward Nick 
Radecki struck first blood in 
‘24th minute when he was faced 


one-on-one with goalkeeper 
Marijan Vunderl; Radecki 
experily found the back of the 
net, 

Six minutes later Saints’ 
forward Kon Sianidis had his 
header palmed onto the 
crossbar by goalkeeper Lupce 
Aceyski. 

St Albans were on level 


terms in the 36th minute when” 


an Idriz Pelja 35 metre shot 
struck the crossbar which 
rebounded to Mark Silic who 
scored from close range. 

‘Three minutes later Preston 
were on level terms when 
Vunderl attempted clearance 
struck Markoyski on the back 
which flew into over the 
goaline. 

St Albans were awarded a 
penalty in the 62nd minute, 
Pelja had his spotkick blocked 
by Acevski only to see Paul 
Magdic fire the ball home. 

After 53 minutes the Saints 
scored their second goal when 
Karl laid the ball off to Razov 
who powered his shot into the 


soal. 

Saints: Vunderl, $.Rados, 
Magdic, Vukadin, Cuze, 
Raspudic, Pelja (Kirichian), 
Silic (J.Kozic), Sianidis 
(L.Rados), Razov, Karl. 

Lions: Acevski, Drogriski, 
Lisolajski, Markovski, Radecki, 
Filiposki (Sterjovski), Ivanov, 
Emsovski, Tricarico, Smirnis, 
Chiodo (Talevski) 

Votes: 3 - Pelja (STA) 2 - 
Vunderl (STA), 1 - Lisolaski 
(PL) 


PORT 
MELBOURNE 4 
SOUTH 
DANDENONG 1 


Pp Melbourne Sharks 
consolidated their spot in 
the top five, crushing lowley 


South Dandenong at 
Anderson Reserve on 
Sunday. 


A devastating burst of three 
goals in three minutes in the 
first-half killed off any hopes 
South Dandy had of causing an 
upset. 


Nick Tsaltas made ‘it 1-0 on 
the half hour, beating South 
goalkeeper Omar Bradford with 
shot that took a deflection. 

Just a minute later, an Andy 
Vargas comer was headed in at 
the far post by Bill Tsiakos. 

In the 33rd minute, Kosta 
Caimakamis was in the right 
spot to fire into the net after, 
Tsaltas’ shot was blocked. 

Port never extended 
themselves in the second-half 
and South managed to get a 
goal back after 69 minutes. 

Pino Corallo’s shot hit the 


post but Reshat Mezensof was 
at the far post to scoop the ball 


in. 

Port killed off the game ten 
minutes before full-time with 
their fourth goal. 

Jim Latinopoulos’ cross was 
flicked onto the back post 
where Andy Vargas hammered 
the ball hard into the corner. 

South's misery continued 
four minutes into stoppage time 
when substitute Mensor 
Dzaferovski was sent-off when 
he brought down Evis Heath 
‘who was clear towards goal. 

Sharks: Frangos, Tsaltas, 
Knezevic, A.Vargas, R.Vargas, 
Sonsini, Palamaras (Heath), 
Tsirtsakis, Caimakamis 
(Palatsides), Latinopoulos, 
Tsiakos, 

South; Bradford, Lum- 
anoyski (Dzaferovski), Bell, 
May, Geri, Parrott 
(N.Mezensof), Memeti, 
Marcina, Corallo, Villani, 
RiMezensof. 

Votes: 3 - Sonsini (PMS), 2 
= Tsiakos (PMS), | - Tsaltas 
(PMS) 


HEIDELBERG 1 
FAWKNER 2 


By Mion Hove 


kner Blues maintained 

top spot after defeating 
Heidelberg United 2-1, a 
game where Ericsson Cup 
players were the main feature 
at Olympic Village on 
Sunday. 

Heidelberg included six 
players from the NSL in its line 
up with Claudio Canosa and 
goalkeeper Bojo Jevdjevic 
being the latest players to make 
their debut for the home team. 

Fawkner were strengthend 
by the inclusion of Melbourne 
Knights stars Ivan Kelic and 
Ante Deak, 

Heideberg should have been 
awarded a penalty after ten 
minutes when — Frank 
‘Tramontana handled the ball in 
the area. 

Kelic opened the scoring 
two minutes later with a low 
shot from the left after beating 
defenders Canosa and Gary 
Hasler. 

In the 25th minute Deak and 
‘Tramontana played a one-two, 
Deak set up his teamate who 
powered his shot into the goal. 

Play of the game occured in 
the 62nd minute when 
Heidelberg striker Jim Tsekenis 
beat four players and rounded 
goalkeeper Maurice Gonzales 
to score into an open goal. 

United: Jevdjevic, 
Tsourmerkas, Grigorakis, 
Canosa, Hasler, Cutillo, 
Tsekenis, Lenetis, Duric, 
Stefanidis (Harbis), Mihajlovic. 

Blues: Gonzales, Tra- 
montana, Grimuad (Di Sauro), 
P-Ferrante, __Schipano, 
Y.Ferrante, De Santis, Deak, 
Emmanuele, Kelic, T.Simsek 
(KSimsek). 

Votes: 3 - Tsekenis (HU) 2 - 
Deak (FB), 1 - Jevdjevic (HU) 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 
ROUND 7 RESULTS 
North Geelong Warriors 0 Lalor United 0 
Westyale 2 Altona East 2 
Westgate 2 Doncaster Rovers 2 
Werribee City 0 Richmond 2 
Kingston City 1 Western Suburbs 2 
Springvale City 8 Melton Reds 1 
Northcote City 3. Ringwood City 1 


Table - Westvale 19, Altona East 17, Westgate 13, 
Kingston City 13, Werribee City 12, Northcote City 12, 
Western Suburbs 10, Springvale City 9, Ringwood City 
9, Doncaster Rovers 8, Richmond 8, Nth Geelong 
Warriors 4, Lalor United 2, Melton Reds -3 


ROUND 8 FIXTURES 


Saturday May 16 
Ringwood City v Springvale City 
Western Subrubs v Melton Reds 

North Geelong Warriors v Northcote City 
Richmond v Kingston City 
Doncaster Rovers v Werribee City 
Altona East v Westgate 
Lalor United vy Westvale 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 


ROUND 7 RESULTS 
Altona City 1 Broadmeadows City 1 
‘Cranbourne 5 Regent Bulla 2 
East Richmond 0 Oakleigh i 
Essendon Bruns, Royals 3 Maroondah Arrows 0 
Old Scotch Waverley 2 Knox City 3 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 2 Melbourne City 4 
Mooroolbark 0. Frankston Strikers 
Table - Oakleigh 19, Knox City 16, Yarraville/Glen Bira 
15, Frankston Strikers 14, Altona City 11, Old Scotch 
Waverley 10, East Richmond 9, Regent Bulla 95 
Melbourne City 8, Broadmeadows City 6, Maroondah 
Arrows 6, Essendon Bruns. Royals 6, Cranbourne 4, 
Mooroolbark 2. 


ROUND 8 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 16 


Melbourne City y Frankston Strikers 
Knox City v Yarraville/Glen Eira 
Mooroolbark v Altona City 
Old Scotch Waverley v Essendon Bruns. Royals 
Maroondah Arrows v Oakleigh 
Regent Bulla v East Richmond 
Broadmeadows City v Cranbourne 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3 
ROUND 7 RESULTS 


Fitzroy City 1. Keilor Park 

South Springvale 1 North Coburg United 
Diamond Valley United 1 Keysborough 

Bell Park 2 Banyule City 
Chelsea 2. Stonnington City 
Pascoe Vale 6 South Werribee 
Frankston Pines 1 Geelong 

Table - Geelong 19, Diamond Valley United 16, 
Stonnington City 16, Frankston Pines 15, South 
Springvale 11, Keilor Park 9, North Coburg United 8, 
Fitzroy City 7, South Werribee 7, Pascoe Vale 6, Chelsea 
6, Bell Park 5, Keysborough 5, Banyule City 2. 


eee nocow 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSCeNe 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 05 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR @ 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 
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Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSCENE 


MOBILEWORLD |: 


ROUND 8 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 16 


South Werribee y Frankston Pines 
Stonnington City v Pascoe Vale 
Geelong v Fitzroy City 
Banyule City v Chelsea 
Keysborough y Bell Park 
North Coburg United v Diamond Valley United 
Keilor Park v South Springvale 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 4 
ROUND 7 RESULTS 
Seaford United 2 Langwarrin 1 
Sandringham City 1 Melton 4 
South Wantirna 1 Nunawading City 1 
Geelong Rangers 2. Western Eagles 2 
Williamstown 0 Moreland City 1 
Sunbury United 3° Clifton Hill United 0 
South Caulfield 2 Corio 3 
Table - Moreland City 21, Seaford United 18, 


Williamstown 18, Corio 16, Langwarrin 13, South 
Wantirna 11, Sandringham City 11, Geelong Rangers 
10, Sunbury United 8, Melton 7, Western Eagles 6, 
Nunawading City 1, South Caulfield 0, Clifton Hill 
United 0. 


ROUND 8 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 16 


Clifton Hill United y South Caulfield 
Moreland City v Sunbury United 
Corio v Seaford United 
Western Eagles v Williamstown 
Nunawading City v Geelong Rangers 
Melton v South Wantirna 
Langwarrin v Sandringham City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 
ROUND 7 RESULTS 
Mitcham United 2 Endeavour United 2 


Lyndale United 3 Riversdale 
Brandon Park v Templestowe Eagles - game abandoned 


Monbulk 0 Springvale Condors 2 
North Sunshine Bagles 1 Lalor 2 
Glenroy bye 
‘Croxton Park bye 


Table - Lyndale United 14, Lalor 13, Croxton Park 11, 
North Sunshine Eagles 7, Glenroy 7, Endeavour United 
6, Riversdale 6, Springvale Condors 6, Mitcham United 
6, Monbulk 3, Brandon Park 1, Templestowe Eagles -1. 


ROUND 8 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 16 


Lalor v Croxton Park 
Springvale Condors v North Sunshine Eagles 
Templestowe Eagles vy Monbulk 
Riversdale y Brandon Park 
Endeavour United v Lyndale United 
Glenroy y Mitcham United 


Table - South Yarra 13, Brunswick City 12, Melbourne ROUND 6 FIXTURES 
University 10, Uni. of Melbourne 9, Sydenham Park 8, 
Meadow Park 6, Keon Park 5, Ballarat 5, Hoppers Sunday May 17 
Crossing 4, Broadmeadows United 2, Elwood City 2, La : : 
Trobe University 1. Ivanhoe United v Flemington Falcons 
Noble Park United v Clayton Inter 
Thombury United v Dandenong Inter 
North Caulfield v Heatherton United 
ROUND 6 FIXTURES Collingwood City v Parkmore ; 
Saturday May 16 Caulfield United v Endeavour Hills 4 
Keon Park v Melbourne University PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE Elwood City v Meadow Park DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST 4 
Uni. of Melbourne v South Yarra 4 
DIVISION 2 STH/EAST La Trobe University v Ballarat ROUND 5 RESULTS 4 
UND 5 RES! Broadmeadows United y Hoppers Crossi 
ROUND 5 RESULTS Brunswick City v Sydecnar| pee Watsonia Heights 0 Darebin United 4 
Noble Park 0 Newborough/Yalloum 2 North Reservoir 0 Mill Park 0 
Old Camberwell Gram. 0 Waverley Wanderers 4 oneal Vs eee United Hl + 
Ashburton 3 Doveton 5 jomerton Ci est Preston 
Monash University 1 Braeside United 0 PROVISIONAL LEAGUE Brimbank 2. Keilor United 0 
Dandenong 1 Morwell Pegasus 1 DIVISION 3 STH/EAST/CENTRAL Bets Sey aye as rears 
Berwick City 1 Dingley City 9 ROUND 5 RESULTS ‘able - Somerton City 15, Mi , Northern Unite 


Table - Waverley Wanderers 15, Doveton 11, Morwell 
Pegasus 10, Monash University 10, 
Newborough/Yallourn 9, Dandenong 9, Noble Park 6, 
Braeside United 2, Old Camberwell Gram. 2, Dingley 
City 1, Ashburton 0, Berwick City 0. 


ROUND 6 FIXTURES 
Saturday May 16 


Dingley City v Morwell Pegasus 
Braeside United v Dandenong 
Newborough/Yallourn v Berwick City 
Ashburton v Monash University 
Doveton y Waverley Wanderers 
Noble Park v Old Camberwell Gram. 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 5 RESULTS 


Brunswick City 
Broadmeadows United 
Hoppers Crossing 


South Yarra 1 
3 
1 
Elwood City 3 
2 
2 


Sydenham Park 
Ballarat 

La Trobe University 
Meadow Park 

Uni. of Melbourne 


Keon Park 
Melbourne University 


onewn 


Dandenong Inter 0 Caulfield United 1 
Endeavour Hills 3 Collingwood City 1 
Parkmore 2. North Caulfield 3 
Heatherton United 1 Noble Park United 2 
Clayton Inter 4 Ivanhoe United 0 
Flemington Falcons 1 Thornbury United 1 


Table - North Caulfield 12, Clayton 10, Dandenong Inter 
10, Flemington Falcons 10, Caulfield United 10, 
Heatherton United 8, Noble Park United 8, Ivanhoe 
United 4, Thornbury United 4, Endeavour Hills 3, 
Parkmore 0, Collingwood City 0 


ROUND 6 FIXTURES 
_ Sunday May 17 


West Preston v Brimbank 
Whittlesea United v Somerton City 
Keilor United v Watsonia Heights 
Mill Park v Northern United 
Darebin United v North Glenroy 
North Reservoir - bye 


“onlihiy Diet — ty He” 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Round 14: 


Bulleen Inter Kings 2 (Sherifovski, Hollingsworth) - Altona Magic 0 


Round 15: 


Altona Magic 3 (Becvinovski 3) - Springvale White Eagles 0 
St Albans Saints 3 (Silic, Razov, Magdic) - Preston Lions 2 (Radecki, Markovski) 
Heidelberg United 1 (Tsekenis) - Fawkner Blues 2 (Kelic, Tramontana) 
Thomastown Zebras 2 (Jolevski, Lazarevski) - Sunshine Georgies 1 (Vassallo) 
Port Melbourne Sharks 4 (Tsaltas, Tsiakos, Caimakamis, A.Vargas) - South Dandenong | (R.Mezensof) 
Moorabbin City 1 (Costa) - Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Sherifovski) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Round 16 
Friday May 15 


Fawkner Blues v Green Gully Cavaliers - Smith Reserve - kick off 8.50pm 


Saturday May 16 


Altona Magic v Moorabbin City - Paisley Park - kick off 3.00pm 
South Dandenong v Thomastown Zebras - Ross Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Sunshine Georgies v Heidelberg United - Chaplin Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
Bentleigh Greens v St Albans Saints - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 3.00pm 
Springvale White Eagles v Preston Lions - Serbian Sports Centre - kick off 3.00pm 


Monday May 18 


Bulleen Inter Kings v Port Melbourne Sharks - Veneto Club - kick off 8.50pm 
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7, Darebin United 6, Brimbank 6, North Glenroy 5, 
North Reservoir 5, West Preston 5, Watsonia Heights 4, 
Whittlesea United -1, Keilor United -2 
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TEAM SCENE 


EASTERN SUBURBS 1998 


UNDER 14 


Alex Augusto 
Yoscha Braun 
Angelo Caravella 
Matt Couani 
Keegan Da Silva 
Egor De Jesus 
Eddie Delibasic 
Youseff Elkhaddam 
Merab Hossain 
Damien Jaganjac 
Mare Kacen 
Chris Sarris 
Kristian Stamenkovic 
Berkhan Ulker 
Carlos Villazon 


Coach: 
Tony Del Vecchio 
Manager: 
Peter Mykovski 
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UNDER 13 


Micheal Baghdadi 
Joshua Callaghan 
Alex Canak 
Matt Carter 
Matt Collien 
Matt Connolly 
Tim Edmeades 

Micheal Nesbitt 
Chris Ozerski 
David Ryan 
Matt Tucker 
Jordan Wainer 
Sam West 
Bradley Wiblen 
Okon Yilmazturk 


Coach: 
Allan Jones 
Manager: 
Sam Del Vecchio 


UNDER 15 


Nick Botzolis 
Eddie Cotter 
Blake Durance 
Steven Gallardio 
Matt Jones 
James Jordan 
Pascal Lebreux 
Steve Petan 
Stan Pokrajac 
Misko Pokrajac 
Sam Rafique 
Chris Stergiopoulos 
Con Tsiounis 
Aaron Vlachos 


| 
q 


Coach: 
Steve Lawrence 
Manager: 
Raff Del Vecchio 


UNDER 16 


David Brickell 
David Cavaco 
Orhan Dincer 
Craig Fisher 
George Galouzis 
| Mark Guerreiro 
Jamie Jackson 
Vedran Jaganjac 
| Joshua Kacen 
| Joe Lempriere 
Zlatko Radic 
Rani Rimmer 
Tony Sarris 
Ari Tsavaris 
Dimi Zakilas 


Coach: 
Graham Schofield 
Manager: 
Howard Kacen 
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outh Americans Ivan 

Zamorano, Javier 

Zanetti and Ronaldo 
scored the goals as Inter 
Milan beat Lazio 3-0 in the 
all-Italian UEFA Cup final 
at the Pare des Princes on 
Wednesday last week. 

Tt was Man-of-the-Match 
Ronaldo’s second European 
trophy in successive seasons 
after winning the Cup 
Winners’ Cup with Barcelona 
last May, 

Inter, which lost last year’s 
final on penalties to Schalke 
04 of Germany, took its tally 
of European trophies to five 
after two Champions’ Cups in 
the 1960s. 

Two players were sent-off 
in the final minutes of a 
mostly clean match, the first 
UEFA Cup final played in one 
match on neutral ground 
instead of over two legs. 

Inter’s Nigerian defender 
Taribo West was dismissed 
for retaliation on Lazio striker 
Pierluigi Casiraghi seven 
minutes from time after the 
pair had tussled throughout 
the match, 

Almost on the final whistle, 
Lazio’s Argentine substitute 
Matias Almeyda was also 
shown the red card for a foul 
on Ronaldo, the midfielder’s 
second bookable offence. 

Chile striker Zamorano 
gave Inter the ideal start with 
a fifth minute goal that 
allowed it to settle into its 
preferred counter-attacking 
game. 

With Ronaldo drawing his 
marker Alessandro Nesta with 
him, Zamorano ran into an 


SOUTH AMERICANS 
WIN IT FOR INTER 


open space to take a superb 
through ball from deep by 
Argentina’s Diego Simeone 
and beat hesitant goalkeeper 
Luca Marchegiani, 

“It’s difficult when you let 
in-a goal after five minutes, 
particularly against a team like 
Inter who are so good hitting 
back on the counter-attack,” 
Lazio’s Swedish coach Sven- 
Goran Eriksson said. 

“They're one of the best 
teams in Europe at that type of 
game,” he said, 

“The first goal was too casy 
for them ... I certainly didn’t 
expect us to lose 3-0, like I 
didn’t expect us to concede a 
goal after five minutes. 

“Tf someone had asked in 
August what we wanted from 
the season I think we would 
have accepted this — winning 
the Italian Cup and losing in 
the UEFA Cup final.” 

Ronaldo had already had 
the better of Nesta in Inter’s 
first attack in the second 
minute when the Italy 
defender brought him down 
opposite goal, but the 
Brazilian blasted his free kick 
over the bar. 

“We played well and we 
deserved it,” Ronaldo said. 


UEFA CUP 


INTER ....3 


‘The Brazilian, who scored 
the only goal with a penalty 
when Barcelona beat Paris St 
Germain in last year’s Cup 
Winners’ Cup final, could 
have got on the scoresheet in 
the 25th minute, 

A good Inter attack that 
began on the right then swept 
over to the left ended with 
Zanetti turning the ball back 
in to Ronaldo, whose superb 
volley hit the angle of bar and 
post. 

Lazio had 60 percent of the 
possession time in the first- 
half, but Inter had three shots 
on target to none by the 
Roman side, playing in its first 
European final. 

With Lazio making more of 
the running early in the 
second-half, Zamorano nearly 
snatched his second goal when 
he broke free on the left, but 
his low shot hit the near post 
and ran across the face of goal 
into touch on the other side. 


LAZIO ....0 


Minutes later, on the hour, 
Lazio was stunned when 
Zanetti volleyed Zamorano’s 
headed pass into the top far 
corner of Marchegiani’s net 
with his right foot from just 
outside the box. 

Lazio sent on speedy 
winger Guerino Gottardi for 
the last half hour, but the 
closest he came to pulling a 
goal back was when he 
headed over the bar. 


Veteran playmaker Roberto 
Mancini brought a low diving 


save from Inter goalkeeper 
Gianluca Pagliuca, captain in 


place of injured defender 


Beppe Bergomi, with a shot 


from a tight angle on the right. 
Inter was determined to win. 
the competition to make up 


for the loss last year and 
virtual failure in the Italian 
Serie A race with Juventus 
this season. 

“We played an excellent 
game and won in style,” Inter 
coach Luigi Simoni said. 
“There can be no 
recriminations for anyone. 

“We won every duel and 
were in better physical shape 
than Lazio. All the Inter 
players were man-of-the- 
match, even those left on the 
bench who helped us get to 
the final.” 

Certainly, Zamorano ran 
Ronaldo close for the Man-of- 
the-Match prize with an 
impressive performance at the 
Parc, home of Paris St 
Germain, which has expresed 
interest in the Chilean World 
Cup striker for next season. 

1 didn’t think things would 
go as well as they did 
tonight,” Simoni said. “But 
you can never predict how a 
game is going to go.” 


| 


Ivan Zamorano: Opened Inter’s account. 


FIRST ROUND 


ARARAT YEREYEN 0-2 FC 
COPENHAGEN 

BUDAPEST VASUTAC 0-2 REAL 
BETIS 

CRVENA ZVEZDA 1-1 EKEREN 

DINABURG DAUGAVPILS 2-4 AEK 
ATHENS 

KILMARNOCK 1-1 NICE 

LEGIA WARSAW 1-1 VICENZA 

LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 3-0 
BELSHYNA BOBRUISK 

LUCERNE 0-2 SLAVA PRAGUE 

NATIONAL BUCHAREST 0-1 
KOCAELISPOR 

NK PRIMORJE 1-1 AIK SOLNA 

RODA 10-0 HAPOEL BEERSHEBA 

SHAKHTAR DONETSK 1-1 
BOAVISTA. 

SLOVAN BRATSLAVA 0-2 
CHELSEA, 

STURM GRAZ 3-0 APOEL NICO 

STUTTGART 2-1 IB 
VESTMANNAEYJAR 

TROMSO 4-2 MK ZAGREB 

AEK ATHENS 5-0 DINABURG 
DAUGAVPILS 

AIK SOLNA 0-1 NK PRIMORJE 

APOEL NICOSIA 0-1 STURM GRAZ 

BELSHYNA BOBRUISK 0-2 
LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 

BOAVISTA 2-3 SHAKHTAR 
DONETSK 

CHELSEA 2-0 SLOVAN 
BRATISLAVA 

EKEREN 3-2 CRVENA ZVEZDA 

FC COPENHAGEN ’3-0 ARARAT 
YEREVEN 

HAPOEL BEERSHEBA 1-4 RODA 

IB VESTMANNAEYJAR 1-3 
STUTTGART 

KOCAELISPOR 2-0 NATIONAL 
BUCHAREST 

ZAGREB 3-2 TROMSO 

NICE 3-1 KILMARNOCK 


THE ROAD T0 STOCKHOLM 


CHELSEA V STUTTGART 


CUP WINNERS 
CUP 


REAL BETIS 2-0 BUDAPEST 
VASUTAC 

SLAVA PRAGUE 4-2 LUCERNE 

VICENZA 2-0 LEGIA WARSAW 


SECOND 
ROUND 


CHELSEA 7-1 TROMSO 

FC COPENHAGEN I-! REAL BETI 

RODA 4-0 NK PRIMORJE 

SLAVA PRAGUE 1-1 NICE 

STURM GRAZ 1-0 AEK ATHENS 

STUTTGART 2-4 EKERE 

VICENZA 2-1 SHAKHTAR DONETSK 

AEK ATHENS 2-0 STURM GRAZ 

EKEREN 0-4 STUTTGART 

LOKOMOTI V MOSCOW 2-1 
KOCAELISPOR 

NICE 2-2 SLAVA PRAGUE 

RODA 2-0 NK PRIMORJE 

REAL BETIS 2-0 FC COPENHAGEN 

SHAKHTAR DONETSK 1-3 VICENZA 

TROMSO 3-2 CHELSEA 


QUARTER- 
FINALS 


CHELSEA 3-1 REAL BETIS 

LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 2-1 AEK 
ATHENS 

STUTTGART 2-0 SLAVIA PRAGUE 

VICENZA 5-0 RODA 

AEK ATHENS 0-0 LOKOMOTIV 
MOSCOW 

REAL BETIS 1-2 CHELSEA 

RODA 1-4 VICENZA 

SLAVIA PRAGUEI-1 STUTTGART 


SEMI- 
FINALS 


First Leg 
Stuttgart 2-1 Lokomotiv Moscow 
Vicenca 1-0 Chelsea 


Second Leg 
Chelsea 3-1 Vicenza 
Lokomotiv Moscow 0-1 Stuttgart 
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CHELSEA’S 
ITALIAN 
DREAM 


ianluca Vialli’s dream of turning 

Chelsea into one of the top clubs in 
Europe will move closer to reality if they 
beat VEB Stuttgart of Germany in the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup Final in 
Stockholm, 

‘The Italian player-manager, who took 
cover from the deposed Ruud Gullit only in 
February but has already won the English 
League Cup, spearheaded their remarkable 
3-1 comeback victory over Vicenza in their 
semi-final second leg and is now hungry for 
more success. 


Before the match Vialli explained just 
how important this competition was for 
Chelsea. 

“In Europe at the moment they think we 
are a good side, but the only way to be 
really respected is to win something. It 
would dramatically change our image in 
Europe to win this competition, 

About the semi-final he said: “As a 


Vialli 


player, or a player-manager this is one of 
the most satisfying results 1 have ever had. 
For me it is difficult to grasp exactly what 
we have achieved, We were one down after 
30 minutes and we only had 60 minutes to 
score three goals which is what we did. 

“Tt is a little bit worrying for me that we 
can’t play at that level all the time, and 
sometimes we make silly mistakes. But to 
reach three finals in less than a year is really 
something.” 

After 26 years without an honour, 
Chelsea now have the chance to win their 
third in 12 months, 

They followed up their victory in the FA 
Cup last May with success in the League 
Cup last month and now have the chance to 
win the European Cup Winners’ Cup for the 
second time. Their previous victory was in 
1971 when they beat Real Madrid in Athens 
after a replay. = 


‘Tomorsi Berat 
Dinamo Tirana 
Apolonia Fier 
Skenderbeu Koree 
Shkumbini Peqin 
Albpetrol Patos 
Elbasani 


Vilaznia 
Partizan 
SK Tirana 
Teuta 
Apolonia 
Shkumbini 


Bylis 
Skenderbeu 
Lushnja 
Dinamo 
Besa 
Flamurtari 
Shaiponja 
Sopoti 
Albpetrol 


Austria Vienna 
Lustenau 

Ried 

SV Salzburg 
‘Sturm Graz. 


Sturm Graz 
Graz AK 
Rapid 
LASK 
Salzburg 
Innsbruck 


2 
3 
1 
3 
1 
2 
5 


Teuta Dues 0 
Lushaja 1 
Besa Kavaje 0 
Sopoti Librazhd 0 


Partizani Tirana 5 


Laci 0 
PWODLF APis 
31 21 5 5 3820 68 
31 19 4 8 5621 61 


31 16 2 133634 50 
31 14 7 1037 27 49 
31 15 3 1347 39 48 
31 14 3 1442 38 45 
31 14 2 153442 44 
31 13 4 1441 29 43 
30 12 6 1238 30 42 
31 12 6 1335 43 42 
31 12 5 144937 41 
31 10 8 133132 38 
31 11 5 1538 44 38 
30 10 7 1333 38 37 
30 10 4 1629 51 34 
31 9 5 173157 32 
31 5 4 222285 19 


1 
LASKLing 1 
Innsbruck 3 
‘Admira Wacker 0 
Rapid Vienna 


1463 51 52 

1245 32 50 
12 1048 46 48 
9 1537 51 39 
9 9 1636 53 36 
6 14 1435 52 32 
5 6 2333 82 21 


BULGARIA 


Spartak Pleven 
Lokomotiv Plovdiv 
Spartak Varna 

Litex Lovech. 

CSKA Sofia 
Neftochimik Bourgas 
Metalurg Pernik 


Litex. 
Levski 
CSKA 
Bourgas 
Slavia 
Kyustendil 
Spartak 
Minyor 
‘Lokomotiv 
Metalurg 
Dobnidzha 
Plovdiv 
Botev 
Olimpik 
Pleven 
Tamovo: 


0 


1 
3 
3 
5 
, 
2 


Levski Kyustendil 1 
Olimpik'Teteven 0 
Dobrudzha Dobrich! 
BoteyPlovdiy 0 
MinyorPemik 0 
LeyskiSofia 0 
Lokomotiv Sofia 1 


PWDLG APis 
30 21 6 3 73.25 69 
47427 64 
570 29 61 
9 6231 55 
6 47 30 51 
1445 40 46 
1242 36 42 
1332 35 41 
1342 40 39 
1528 36 37 
1633 55 36 
1631 58 36 
30 11 3 1635 48 36 
30 11 2 1726 50 35 
30 7 0 233275 21 
29 4 2 232178 14 


BEEaua-osf rn 


ISRAEL 


Ashkelon. 2 Tel Aviv 3 
Beersheba 1 Haifa 0 
Ironi Rishon Lezion 1 Bnei Yehuda 2 
Betar Jerusalem 1 Petah Tikva 0 
Kfar Sava 1 Herzliya 2 
Petah Tikva 3 Jerusalem 2 
Haifa 5 BeitShe’an 2 
Maccab Tel Aviv 7 lroni Ashdod 1 
FINAL TABLE 
PWODLE APs 
Betar 30 19 10 1 68 31 67 
Tel Aviv 30 20 6 44015 66 
Haifa 30 17 10 3 60 26 61 
‘Mac Haifa 30 14 8 8483450 
Petah Tikva 30 12 6 124041 42 
Kfar Sava 30 10 8 1239.39 38 
‘Mae Tel Aviv 30 9 10 1138 34 37 
Herzliya 30 9 9 1237.40 36 


Ironi Rishon 30 10 6 144252 36 
MP Tikva 30 7 13 1024 29 34 
Jerusalem. 30 8 10 1235 45 34 
Troni Ashdod 30 8 10 1237 54 34 
Beit She’an_ 30 8 8 143447 32 
Bnei Yehuda 30 8 8 1425 39 32 
Beersheba 30 7 1013375431 
Ashkelon 30 5 6 192650 21 


POLAND 


Stomil Olsztyn 2-KSZOOstrowiec 0 
Petrochemia Plock 1 LKS Lodz 1 
Pogon Szczecin 0 LechPoznan 0 
Ruch Chorzow 1 Wisla Krakow 0 
Polonia Warsaw 3. Gomik Zabre 
Rakow Czestochowa 0 OdraOpole 2 
Widzew Lodz 2 GKSKatowice 0 
Amica Wronki —0-Legia Warsaw 

P WD LF APts 
LKS 2B 16 7 544.19 55 
Polonia 28 14 9 5362351 
Legia 28 13 11 4 43 24 50 
Ruch 28 13.9 6 4028 48 
Wisla 28 13.7 8 342746 
Widzew 28 13.6 9 4231 45 
Gomik Zaree 28 119 84135 42 
Amica 28 10 10 8 31 26 40 
Gks 28 10 9 9 32.25 39 
Stomil 28 10 7 1131 3437 
Pogon. 28 8 11 9 333635 
Plock 28 9 7 1224384 
Zaglebie 27:10 4 133234 34 
dra 28 9 6 133247 33 
Lech 28 8 9 11323433 
Groclin 21 8 5 1424.36 29 
KSZO 28 5 5 1821 38 20 
Rakow 28 3.5 201552 14 


SWEDEN 


Swedish Cup Semi-Finals 
Orgryte 2 Hammarby 1 
Djurgarden 0 Helsingborg 2 


Final over two legs on May 14 and 21 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Mladost Lucani 0 


Crvena Zvezda 2 


Obilic 2 Zeleanik Belgrade 0 
Partizan 1 
Vojvodina 2 
Buducnost 2 
Zemun 4 
Obilic 
Crvena Zvezda 
Partizan 
Vojvodina 1 
Rad 6 
Zemun 8 
Buducnost o. 
Hajduk 5 
Proleter 32 10 1 213963 31 
Cukaricki 32 9 3 203245 30 
Zeleznik 32.7 5 194159 29 
Miadost 32 8 3 21235427 
Ghent 4 Standard Liege 1 
Genk 0 Excelsior M 2 
Lierse 1 Charleroi 1 
Molenbeek 5 Lokeren 1 
‘Antwerp 3. Germinal Ekeren 2 
Beveren 0 Anderlecht 1 
Harelbeke 2 Eendracht Aalst 1 
Westerlo 1 Lommel 1 
Bruges 6 Sin-Truiden 0 
FINAL TABLE 

PWD LF APs 
Bruges 34 26 6 278-29 84 
Genk 34 20 6 8 65 40 66 
Germinal 34 17 7 1060 48 58 
Anderlecht 34 16 9 9533757 
Harelbeke 34 15 10 9 5031 55 
Lokeren 34 16 4 1468 68 52 
Lierse 34 14 8 125445 50 
Ghent 34 11 14-9 50 44 47 
Standard 34 11 10 1353 50 43 
‘Mouscron 34 11 8 153945 41 
Lommel 34 10 11 1346 50 41 
Westerlo 34.9 14 115256 41 
Charleroi 34 9 12 1346 57 39 
Sint-Truiden 34 8 13 133245 37 
Aalst 34 9 9 1651 66 36 


Beveren 34 7 11 163048 32 PWD LF APs 
Molenbeek 34 8 7 19397431 Kosice 26 18 5 3.642059 
Antwerp 34 6 7 21387125  Tmava 26 17 5 4522956 
Inter 26:15 5 6442450 
CROATIG Trencin 26 14 4 8.4327 46 
Slovan 26 10 8 8 363338 
The regular 12-club championship was Rimavska 26 107 9 30.2737 
split in two with the six clubs in Group A Zilina 26 10 6 1021 24 36 
playing off for the championship and the | Ruzomberok Deedes, Say 
sides in Group B playing to stay in the feats eee 
premierleague, : Humenne 26 10 2 1432.49 32 
Note: Points totals include half of those pakia 26 7 9 1028 35 30 
won during the regular season. 36 7-7-1223 36 28 
26 6 5 15213323 
Group A 26 6 5 15274823 
Croatia 4 Osijek 2 26 5 5 162143 20 
Hajduk 1 Hrv. Dragovoljac 0 
‘Zadarkomere 1 Zagreb nf 
PWDL 
Croatia 10730 
Hajduk 104.24 
Osijek 0514 
Hn. 10424 
Zagreb 10235 
Zadarkomere 10217 
Champions: Croatia 
Group B 
Rijeka 1 Samobor 
Varteks 1 Mladost 127 
Sibenik 2 Slaven Belupo 1 | WICTORIAN CHURCHES SOCCER 
ASSOCIATION 
PWODLF APs UNDER 8 - ROUND 2 
Rijeka 10 4 3 3161328 
Belupo 10 5 0 5111327 | Ashburton Dynamos 9 Eltham 1 
Sees H ; 3 a aL Berwick 0 Ashburton All Stars 
cks 26 | Lytydate 0 North Blackbur E 4 
28 | bly 
asic 10 4 1 513182 | Nib Blackbum Zebras 1 Ashburton Pan 10 
Relegated to second division: Samobor 
PWD L Ps 
DENMARK Ashburton Panthers 2 2 0 0 G 
2 Nth Blackbum Eagles 2 2 0 0 6 
Vejle 3 OB Odense © | Ashburton Dynamos 2 2 0 0 6 
ABCopenhagen 4 AaB Aalborg 2: | Ashburton AllStars. 2-1 0 1 3 
AGF Aarhus 2 Herfoelge | Eltham Deh kesks 
Brondby 7 Aarhus Fremad 1 | Lilydale es JOS 22-20) 
Tkast 2 Silkeborg 1 |NivBlackbumZebas 2-00 2 0 
Lyngby 2 FC Copenhagen 1 | Berwick ae 
PWD LF APs U/10 ROUND 2 
Brondby 28 21 2 5 7532 65 | Ashburton Predators|2 Berwick 0 
FC Copenhagen 28 16 7 5553555 | Ashburton United 1 Ashburton Strik 5 
Silkeborg 28 14 10 4 49 29 52 | Eltham 0 Nth Blackburn HO 
Vale 28 14 4 1048 44 46 | Lilydale 1 Eastern United 0 
‘AB Copenhagen 28 11 8 9 53.44 41 
an 2811 § 9 53-4445 | Ashburton Rockets Bye 
AGF Aarhus 28 9 10.947 44.37 
‘Aab Aalborg 28 10 6 1248 46 36 PwoD L Pts 
Herfoelge 28 8 6 1439 59 30 | Ashburton Predators 2 2 0 0 6 
‘Aarhus Fremad 28 7 5 1641.63.26 | Lilydale Pill iO 
Tkast 28 5 $ 193971 20 | Ashburton Strikers 1 1 0 0 3 
OB Odense 28 4 7173149 19 | Ashburton United =2 1 0 1 3 
Nth Blackbum Hawks? 0 2 0 2 
Eastern United Comoe ees) aes bas 
LUXEMBOURG |=} | 
Berwick Se YS UE 1S af | 
Sport 1 Red Boys 0 | Ashburton Rockets 1 0 0 1 0 
Union 5. Hobscheid 0 
Dudelange 3 Petange 1 U/12 ROUND 2 
Grevenmacher 6 Wiltz 1 | BerwickLions 4 Nth Blackburn PO 
Sporting Menzig 6 _Rumelange 1 | Eltham 2 AshburtonT = 1 
Jeunesse Esch 2 AvenirBeggen 0 | NthBlackburnL 0 Easter United 2 
P WD LE Abs | Lilydale Bye 
Jeunesse 21 16 3 2.6819 51 
Union 2116 2 361 1950 | Berwick Lions es vm p " i 
Grevenmacher 211245472340 |Perynted 2 20 0 6 
Avenir 21105 6403235 | Ki inckbumL 2 10 1 3 
Rudelange 219 6 6413233 | Eiham oe 1g 
Hobscheid 21 8 6 7363330] AdpuronTem 1 00 1 0 
Mone Te tan lien 1 oot 
tz 2 
Petange a eT i3147 20 | NitBlackbum Pan 2 0 0 2 0 
Spora 21 5 4 12315419 
Rumelange 21 4 4 132572 16 U/14 ROUND 2 
Red Boys 210 4 171359 4 | Berwick 1 Eltham 1 
Nth BlackbumJ 2 Nth Blackbum C3 
SLOVA (| Nih BlackbumT 0 Lilydale 1 
Kosice 4° Dunajska 1 
ae ara pea, 
Humenne 2 Kosice © |NmhBlacktumC 2 1:1 0 4 
‘Trencin 0 Dukla 1 | Nth Blackburn J oa TX ee Ge) 
Rimavska 1 Bardejov Q | Eltham 7 ae ae aa Tay 
‘Tatran 1 MSKZilina © | Berwick Dee Dit diab 
iia 0. Petrealka o |NihBlackbumT 2 00 2 0 
Prievidza 2 Inter Bratislava 2 
U/16 ROUND 2 


Berwick United 


2. NthBlackbum RO 


MtEvelyn 1 Eltham 4 
NthBlackbumC 2 BerwickT 2 
Lilydale Bye 


P 
Berwick United 2 
Berwick Terminators 2 
NthBlackbumC = 2 
Eltham 1 
Lilydale 1 
Nth BlackbunR = 2 
Mount Evelyn 2 


Soo---nz 
ecco--se 
nr-cocst 
cooussay 


PARRY SHIELD 


Leg 

Lilydale (2) 1 
Box Hill 1 
Lilydale(1) 2 
Nth Blackburn (1)3 
Canterbury, 0 
Morrison 1 
To The Next Round 


Eltham i 
Berwick 2 
Mt Evelyn, 2 
Eastern Utd (2) 0 
MeKillop 0 
Eastem Utd (1) 4 
Nth Blackburns (2) 


QUALIFYING 
ROUND 


Airds 6 Eagle Vale 0 
Cranbrook 2 Trinity Grammar 1 
Melrose 3 Alfred Deakin 1 
Batemans Bay 3 Moruya 1 
Narooma 3 Braidwood 0 


ROUND 1 


Cabramatta 1 Sr Euphemia College 0 
Casula 3 Moorebank 0 

Lumea 3 Camden | 

Prairiewood 7 Fairfield 1 

Elderslie 4 Leumeah 0 

Thomas Reddall 3 Campbelltown 0 
William Clarke College 4 Model Farms 0 
Crestwood 3 Cumberland 0 
Parramatta 3 Girraween 0 
Blacktown Boys 4 Seven Hills 1 
Emmaus College 4 Doonside 1 
Cambridge Park 3 Shalvey 0 
Endeavour 8 Woolooware 2 

JJ Cahill 6 Sydney Boys 1 

Hurstville Boys 3 Jannali 0 
Blakehurst 4 Kingsgrove 3 

Marist Bros Pagewood 3 Dover Heights 0 
Peel 3 Quirindi 0 

Duval 2 Guyra 0 

O'Connor 3 Urallo 0 

Macintyre 4 Warialda 2 

John Paul Col 3 Coffs Harbour Christ 1 
Wauchope 8 Heritage Christian 0 
Merewether 3 Broadmeadow 0 
Radford 7 Kaleen 0 

Stromlo 6 Campbell 0 

Marist Pearce 4 Callwell 1 

St Francis Xavier 3 Karabar 0 
Kambah 3 Canberra Grammar 0 
Dramalan 3 Mulwaree 0 

Caroline Chisholm 2 Lanyon 1 
Batemans Bay 2 Narooma 2 

Keira 6 Smiths Hill 0 

Warrawong 9 Ilawarra Grammar 0 
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SCOTLAND’S NEW 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


lhe Scottish Football Association cleared the way 

for the formation of a new independent Scottish 
premier league when it formally approved the new 
structure, 

The SPA’s approval was the last administrative hur- 
dle in the way of the new league, which will begin next 
season looking little different from this season’s premier 
division, 

There will still be ten 
teams, playing each other 
four times, with automatic 
relegation for the bottom S 
side and a play-off for the 
second-bottom team 
against the side finishing 
second in the first division, 

The league hopes to 
expand to 12 clubs for the 
2000-2001 season, 

‘The main difference will be financial, with clubs able 
to have much more control oyer television and sponsor- 
ship rights, 

Glasgow’s big two, Celtic and Rangers, were the dri- 
ving force behind the new league. 

Originally, many of the lower division clubs objected 
to the plans but after protracted negotiations — with 
promises of a fair distribution of TV funds — they even- 
tually gave the breakaway their backing in February 

‘The Scottish League, founded in 1890, is the second- 
oldest in the world after England, which was formed 
two years earlier. 


AUTOPSY FOR FASHANU 
From English soccer star Justin Fashanu, want- 
ed in the United States on charges of sexually 
assaulting a teenage boy in Maryland, died by hang- 
i 


ing. 

"Scotland Yard said an ‘autopsy confirmed the cause of 
death and suspect a suicide, Further tests will be carried 
ut leading to an inquest. 

Fashanu, 36, the only British soccer player to admit 
his homosexuality, was found dead the previous 
Saturday. He was found hanging from rafters at a garage 
complex underneath a railroad bridge in east London. 

Fashanu was set to coach‘a new minor league soccer 
team, the Maryland Mania of Columbia, Md., and was. 
living in Ellicott City. 

‘The former Nottingham Forest player apparently fled 
to Britain while Maryland police were searching for him 
in connection with an alleged assault after a party at his 
‘apartment on March 25. 

He was charged on April 3 with second-degree sexual 
assault, first-degree assault and another second-degree 
assault, Under Maryland law, the sex offence carries a 
maximum 20-year jail term, 

Fashanu is accused of inviting six youngsters — all 
below Maryland's legal drinking age of 21 — to abeer 
party at the apartment. 

According to court documents, a 17-year-old awoke 
after the party to find Fashanu performing a sex act on 
him. A subsequent medical examination revealed evi- 
dénce of asexual assault, documents said. 


CHELSEA AFTER MILANO 
STARS 


helsea are preparing a $30 million swoop for 

‘three of ailing AC Milan’s stars — Paolo 
Maldini, Marcel Desailly and Ibrahim Ba, it has been 
rumoured. 

Chelsea boss Gianluca Vialli is looking to cash in on 
his former rivals’ second year of woe as the Italian pre- 
pares for his first full season in charge at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Chelsea are reputedly 
ready to offer $13 million 
for Italy's 29-year-old cap- 
tain Maldini, five million 
for French defender/mid- 
fielder Desailly, also 29, 
and $6.6m for 25-year-old 
French winger Ba. 

The Blues are also top- 
ping those cash offers with 
tempting salaries — $3m a 
year for Maldini for three years. 

AC Milan have been losing matches and credibility 
all season in Italy, and a clear-out of the dressing rooms 
— from the best to the worst — is expected in the days 
and weeks ahead. 

Club officials were in Barcelona to discuss the sale of 
Dutch striker Patrick Kluivert — whose career was 
launched at Ajax Amsterdam by Bareclona chief Louis 
Van Gaal — plus Brazilian midfielder Leonardo. 

The contract of Yugoslav international Dejan 


Savicevie, which expires next month, is also not being 
renewed. 

As a punishment for their dismal form, which 
includes squandering a 2-0 lead on aggregate to lose last 
week’s Italian Cup final 3-2 to Lazio, and then being 
thrashed 5-0 by AS Roma, Milan's players were con- 
fined to their Milanello training base. 


Patrick Kluivert 


FRANCIS TO STAY? 
rmer England international striker Trevor 
Francis has been offered a new contract as man- 
ager of first division club Birmingham City, despite 
the club missing out on a promotion play-off spot. 
Club chairman David Gold said he had offered 
Francis a new two-year deal that would keep him at St. 
Andrews until the year 2000. 
“Trevor has done a super job and we would like to 
keep him here,” Gold said. 
“Lam sure that we will come to a satisfactory conclu- 
sion.” 


NEVILLE VOWS 


FIGHTBACK 
Mimctesicr United will bounce back with a 
vengeance after missing out on their third suc- 
cessive English Premiership title, defender Gary 
Neville insisted. 

And the England defender is sure his side will not 
suffer any long-term damage to morale after finishing 
second to Arsenal, who clinched the title in style with a 
4-0 win over Everton. 

“We've experienced losing the league before but I 
haven't experienced losing it with two games to go. It 
usually goes to the last game of the season,” said 
Neville. 


“Tt is not new losing the league — we lost the double 
within a week. We have lost European Cup semi-finals 
and quarter-finals, 

“There have been big disappointments in the three or 
four years T have been playing at this level so it is not as 
if there have not been any upsets. It is a case of how you 
bounce back from them. 

“People say you sometimes learn more from teams 
when they lose rather than when they win. We know we 
have got to put a show on for our fans this week. 

“Tt is essential that we go out on a high note because 
we haven’t given our fans the showing they deserve 
since perhaps the first hour against Chelsea in the FA 
Cup in January.” 

‘The England fullback praised Arsenal for their suc- 
cess and said: “They have: been unbelievable and have 
‘won so many games on the trot you cannot argue about 
what they have done.” 

Now Manchester United have been confirmed as the 
Premiership runners-up they can look forward to an 
early start next season, 

They will play in the qualifying stage of the 
Champions Cup three days before the domestic season 
starts, Their first game is on Wednesday, August 12 fol-_ 
lowed by a return leg two weeks later as they hope to 
qualify for the Champions League. 
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STAM UNITED AT LAST 

utch defender Jaap Stam completed his $22 mil- 

lion moye to Manchester United with United 
manager Alex Ferguson looking to him to anchor the 
team for up to a decade. 

Stam, 25, the Dutch Footballer-of-the-Year, complet- 
ed the formalities of the move — a world record transfer 
for a defender — at Old Trafford before flying back to 
his Dutch club PSV Eindhoven where he will play out 
the remainder of the season. He will play his last match 
for Eindhoven in the Dutch Cup Final on May 17 and 
will officially become a United player on July 1. 

Stam has signed a seven-year deal, taking him 
through to 2005 and it was a case of third time lucky for 
United who had tried to sign him twice before. 

Ferguson said: “We need to create a defensive pairing 
along the lines of Gary Pallister and Steve Bruce. Those 
two Were so strong for us for years and they were a big 
reason why we have been so successful in the 1990s. 

“We have bought Jaap as he reaches his prime as a 
player and that’s great news. 

“He will be here for seven years and that doesn’t 
mean he can’t play on beyond that. The lad is big and 
strong and so accomplished. He can be an important part 
for us for all those years. 

‘Stam, a former electrician who only turned profes- 
sional six years ago, confirmed he had waived a clause 
in his PSV contract that entitled him to a large slice of 
any sell-on fee, 

He said: “Something had to be done to help the deal 
go through and I was happy to do that, there were no 
second thoughts. Manchester United were always the 
team I supported as a boy and it is a great feeling to be 
here after all the doubts. 

“The fee is a lot of 
money but it does not 
worry me too much. I 
know I have to prove 
myself to people and 
that there is a lot of 
expectation at a club 
like this but I am look- 
ing forward to succeed- 
ing.” 

He also revealed that 
fellow-Dutchmen 
Dennis Bergkamp and 
Mare Overmars — 
members of the ‘Arsenal 
team who inherited 
United's English title — 
were influential in the 
move, 

“T spoke to them at length when there was a lot of 
interest from English clubs and they told me about 
English football and United and they said it would be a 
good move for me. I am not sure they will be very 
happy about facing me next year but I am looking for- 
ward to facing them.” 

Ferguson added: “The fee does not bother me because 
he is mature enough to cope with all that stuff. There is 
a parallel with Pallister, because when we took him from 
Middlesbrough in 1986 he cost $5m then, a then British 
record for a defender. 

“At the time, people said that was ridiculous but he 
has proved his worth over nine years and we are confi- 
dent Jaap can do the same. 

“We have got him just before the World Cup which 
‘was also important for me. I am sure his value will soar 
after he plays in France.” 


NO SALE AT OAKWELL 
Buy chairman John Dennis last night 

promised to keep his club’s best players for an 
immediate assault on returning to the Premiership. 

Dennis said: “Most of our players realise they're with 
a good club and a good manager. 

“We've got a big game to finish, with Manchester 
United's visit on Saturday, and we want to go out in a 
blaze of glory by showing pride and passion, But next 

Es year we aim to be back. 

“We have to be resolute, 
reorganise and come back 
stronger.” 

Barnsley’s belligerent 
fesponse to relegation, 
underpinned by manager 
Danny Wilson's willingness 
to stay on next season, is 
typical of the spirit that pro- 
longed their survival fight and eamed universal admira- 
tion. 

Tt also drew attention to a number of players who will 
be targeted by Premiership clubs. 

But Barnsley, who took pride in disproving the 
“Tyketanic’ theory that they would be sunk without 
trace, insist they can resurface by confounding the 


Dennis Bergkamp 


“The key issue is that Danny is staying and we're 
delighted about that,” said Dennis. “It’s now our inten- 


tion to use the nucleus of the squad as a springboard for 
promotion next season. 

“We've enjoyed life in the Premiership. None of us 
would have missed the experience for the world and 
now we'd like to sample it again.” 

Free agent defender Arjan de Zeeuw revealed that he 
was ready to leave and 14-goal skipper Neil Redfearn, 
33, is also keeping his Premiership options open. 

Understandably, he fears that serving the final two 
seasons of his Oakwell contract will put time against 
him. 

Striker Ashley Ward, the club's most valuable asset, 
has vowed to honour his three-year deal and right back 
Nicky Eaden is joining two other home-grown products, 
England U/21 internationals David Watson and Adrian 
Moses, in a loyalty pledge. 

Goalkeeper Watson and centre-back Moses have 
signed four-year contracts, while two of this season’s 
discoveries, Chris Morgan and Scott Jones, are also 
locked into long-term deals. 

The only uncertainty surrounds the foreign trio of 
Georgi Hristov, Clint Marcelle and Jovo Bosancic, The 
latter pair are out of contract while Barnsley are fighting 
to secure a new work permit for Macedonia striker 
Hristov. 


ROVERS 
WANT 
BOSELLI 


lackburn were poised 
to sign Atalanta’s 
Italian defender Nicola 
Boselli on a three-year 


deal under the freedom of |[ARTE ET LABORE 
(ARTE ETLABORE, 
contract rule. 


Manager Roy Hodgson 
is expected to capture the 
young defender when Serie A concludes in 10 days and 
is also monitoring Bologna defender Massimo Paganin. 


TIATTO FOR VILLA? 

J Gregory’s first signing for Aston Villa may be 

a player who eluded him when he was manager of 
Wycombe. Australian wingback Danny Tiatto, 24, is 
on trial, having guested for Villa in a friendly match 
at Port Vale, 

Gregory said: “I’m looking for one or two squad 
players as cover for the regular first-teamers and Danny 
comes into that category.” 


Danny Tiatto 


Tiatto’s Swiss club, FC Baden, are believed to want 
$600,000. 


“INEVITABLE,” SAYS 
LENNON 


eil Lennon hit out at 

the Football 

Association for its ‘farci- 

[z= cal’ reaction to Alan 

Shearer’s controversial 

challenge on the Leicester 
midfielder. 

Lennon said it was 
“inevitable” the FA would 
ask the England captain 
Shearer to explain his ver- 
sion of events once it had seen a video of the incident. 

But Lennon, who said he did not want Shearer 
charged after their touchline clash, criticised the FA for 
the delay in deciding to haul the Newcastle striker 
before a Lancaster Gate hearing when saying: “It has 
become a farce in taking so long for any decision to be. 
made. If the referee and linesman had acted in the right 
way in dealing with what was a sending-off offence, 
then what has gone on since would have been unneces- 
sary. 

“That's where I have sympathy with Alan. If it hadn’t 
been him, he would not have had to put up with all the 
publicity that has followed. It’s been ridiculous and I 
didn’t want him charged.” 

Shearer’s foot appeared to make contact with 
Lennon's face after the players had collided, Lennon 
said: “I felt at the time that the challenge was pretty bad 
after seeing the video, but I didn’t want this to happen to 
him. I would have preferred for the matter to have been 
closed. 


“But I think the fact that the FA have charged people 
before studying video footage meant it was inevitable 
that Alan would be put in the dock.” 

“In the FA Cup quarter-final replay between West 
Ham and Arsenal, Patrick Vieira only really tapped 
someone (fan Pearce) on the back and ended up being 
charged. In this case, the FA feel Alan has a charge to 
answer and that is their prerogative.” 

Shearer was assured last night of the support of his 
Newcastle team-mates. Skipper Rob Lee said: “There's 
no doubting we back Alan. He’s a very popular person 
in our dressing room and anyone within the game knows 
he'd never go out to injure anyone. 

“If he had not been the England captain it wouldn't 
have got a paragraph in the papers. I don’t see why it 
had to go to the FA. 

“Alan is always a committed player but he doesn’t go 
Gut to hurt people. He takes enough stick but you'll 
never hear him complaining.” 


HIBS DIG DEEP 
ibernian season-ticket holders have made a 
unique $200-a-man offer to the Easter Road 
board, to give manager Alex McLeish some money to 
dip into the transfer market. 

New chairman Tom O'Malley has been invited to 
retain this season’s Premier Division season-ticket 
Prices for next season even though fans will be watching 
first division football. 

The price difference is roughly $200-a-head but the 
generous suggestion was put forward by fans on the 
condition that the extra money would be given directly 
to McLeish for new signings. 

Hibs had 4,700 season-ticket holders so, if they 
stayed loyal, the gesture would generate around 
$940,000 if it is adopted with fans fearful the club could 
lose $4m through top-flight exile, 

Tn a separate issue, Hibs have ironically signed a 
cheque which is believed to be for around $170,000 — 
as their contribution to the legal bill for the new Scottish 
Premier League. 

‘O'Malley, involved in a round of meetings this week 
to quell disquiet at his appointment as chairman, will 
take the pricing suggestion to members of the Hibernian 
Supporters Association. 

But he admitted it will be a “fine line” decision when 
the Easter Road board comes to set season-ticket prices. 

“This was a suggestion which actually came out of 
the fans’ forum a few weeks ago,” said O'Malley. 

“It is obviously a sensitive issue. It was put to me that 
season-ticket holders could be happy to pay Premier 
prices if the extra revenue between that and first division 
prices was to go to the manager.” 


DENS $12M FACELIFT 
mbitious Dundee set in motion plans for a $12m 
redevelopment of Dens Park after three decades 

of neglect. 

‘The First Division champions have finally ripped up 
splans to move away from the ground after 99 years in 
Sandeman Street, and the last 88 as neighbours of 
Dundee United. 

Instead, a two-phased blueprint has been drawn up to 
create new stands behind either goal at a cost of around 
$5m, to be followed be the transformation of the south 
enclosure into a one-tier stand for around $7m. 

Work on a stadium which will eventually seat 14,500 
fans will start next spring and Dundee expect it to be 
completed by August 1999 —to meet a criteria deadline 
set by the new Scottish Premiership. 

Dundee’s board signed papers to commit themselves 
to the project with Barr Construction, the firm of Ayr 
United chairman Bill Barr, winning the contract to build 
yet another Scottish stadium. 

“We have decided to stay at Dens Park and have 
started the process for redevelopment,” said vice-chair 
man Derek Souter, 

“Time was the biggest obstacle to us moving. We 
looked at sites elsewhere in Dundee and would have 
been prepared to move but how long might it have taken 
us given the process of planning permission, construc- 
tion and so on? 

“As a board we were happy to stay or move. I just 
Want a modem stadium and happily we believe we can 
do it at Dens.” 

Dundee are also negotiating with three companies 
‘over a sponsorship deal for next season which will clear- 
ly surpass the existing deal with the Firkin Brewery. 


INCE DROPS CHARGES 
Bast star Paul Ince has dropped charges 

against a fan accused of punching him as the 
England player left Wembley after the international 
friendly against Portugal three weeks ago. 

‘The Liverpool midfielder suffered a cut lip after the 
incident just outside the stadium on April 22 as he was 
making his way out with his wife Claire. 

‘A spokeswoman for Scotland Yard said they had spo- 
ken to the “victim” and he stated he did not want to pur- 
sue the matter. 


She said: “As a result 
the man due to return on 
bail to Wembley Police 
Station has been informed 
there will be no further 
action taken.” aad 

Ince has previously 
received a rough ride on 
visits to London when 
playing at his old club 
West Ham. 

Some fans are reported 
to feel anger for te stie Paul Ince 
over the manner of his departure from the club to 
Manchester United nine years ago. 

Patrick O'Connor, 33, the man arrested for the 
alleged assault, refused to comment on Ince’s decision 
not to pursue legal action. 

O'Connor, thought to be a West Ham fan, has denied 
throwing a punch at Ince and claimed it was a case of 
mistaken identity. 


WILKINS OUT, KEEGAN IN 
R2 Wilkins was sacked as manager of English 
second division club Fulham after just eight 
months in charge, 

Former Newcastle manager Kevin Keegan, who has 
been Fulham’s chief operating officer during that time, 
is to take over for the London club's play-off games as 
they bid for promotion. 

A statement from Fulham, the club bought last May 
by Harrods owner Mohamed Al Fayed, said: “Fulham 
Football Club has decided to terminate Ray Wilkins’ 
contract with immediate effect. Kevin Keegan will take 
charge for the play-off games against Grimsby. We have 
no further comment.” 

Wilkins would not discuss any compensation he had 
received but said reports the club had agreed to pay-up 
the remaining 3-1/2 years of his salary were “largely 
inflated to say the least.” 

Millionaire Al Fayed, whose west London luxury 
store is just a few minutes drive from Fulham’s Craven 
Cottage ground, has big plans and has promised substan- 
tial investment in the club and its facilities. 

Wilkins, like Keegan a former England captain, was a 
controversial choice as manager. 

When appointed in September, he replaced the popu- 
lar Micky Adams who had built up considerable fan loy- 
alty after taking the club from 23rd in the third division 
to promotion to division two. 

However, rumours were rife that Wilkins and Keegan 
disagreed over team selection and tactics. 

Keegan, who has been in overall charge of all football 
matters at Fulham, was a hero on Tyneside where, as 
manager of Newcastle, he lifted the club from lower 
division mediocrity to the top of the English game 
before quitting in November 1997 after a series of bust- 
ups with the board of directors. 

The former European Footballer-of-the-Year 
endeared himself to Fulham's fans when he voiced his 
determination to succeed at the small London club. 

‘When appointed, he said: “My intention, our inten- 
tion, is to be as successful here as we were at Newcastle, 
Our dream and our wish is to make Fulham one of the 
big clubs, our aim is the Premiership.” 


KEVIN KEEGAN 
Fact Fite 


1951; Born February 14, 
Armthorpe, England, 

1967: Joined Scunthorpe 
as an apprentice in 
December, turned profes- 
sional following year. 

1971: Moved to Liverpool 
for 35,000 pounds, a move 
later described as the bargain 
of the decade. He scored 100) ; 
goals in 321 a ces. ai 

1972; Made his England debut against Wales in 
Cardiff. 

1972-73: Won UEFA Cup with Liverpool and 
English league title. 

1974: Won FA Cup medal, scoring twice in final. 

1975-76: Voted English Player-of-the-Year, won the 
UEFA Cup with Liverpool for second time and the 
Teague title. 

1976-77; Wins third English league title with 
Liverpool and the European Cup for the first time by 
beating Borussia M’ladbach 3-1. 

Joined Bundesliga club Hamburg for $1m, helped 
them to the German title. 

1977-1979: Twice European Player-of-the-Year dur- 
ing successful spell in Bundesliga. 

1980; Joined Southampton for $850,000. 

1982: Last England match as substitute against Spain 
in Madrid, 1982 World Cup. Won 63 caps, scored 21 
goals, 


1982: Joined Newcastle for $200,000, helping them 


back to division one. 

1984: Retired from playing: 

‘tuned to soccer as manager of Newcastle on 
a three-year contract when Newcastle: were threatened 
with relegation. Threatened to resign unless money was 
made available to strengthen the struggling side. 

1993: Newcastle promoted to premier league as divi- 
sion one champions. 

1994: Keegan appointed director of football and 
agreed new deal for next decade. 

1995: Newcastle failed to qualify for Europe after 
finishing sixth. 

1996: Newcastle surrendered a 12-point lead at the 
top of the premier league and finished second to 
Manchester United. 

1997: January; Resigned as Newcastle manager. 

September: Returned to football as chief operating 
officer at second division Fulham. - 

1998: May 7: Takes over as manager of Fulham, 
three days before first-leg of promotion play-offs. 


SMITH TO STAY 
angers manager Walter Smith has agreed to stay 
with the Scottish premier division club to oyer- 
see the reserve and youth teams, he said. 

Smith, who will be replaced by Dutchman Dick 
Advocaat at the end of this season, told Scotland's 
Radio Clyde that he would be signing a two-year con- 
tract with the Glasgow club, 

But he insisted he would have nothing to do with first 
team affairs. “I won't be trampling on any toes. Dick 
Advocaat should be allowed to get on with the job the 
way I was when I came,” said Smith. 


WENGER FEARS WORST 
rsene Wenger is losing hope of Footballer-of-the 
Year Dennis Bergkamp being fit for the FA Cup 

final against Newcastle United. 

The Arsenal manager revealed his fears after seeing 
the Gunners’ 18-match unbeaten league run brought to 
an end when a shadow squad were trounced 4-0 by 
Liverpool at Anfield last Wednesday night. 

His major concem is the fitness of Bergkamp and Ian 
Wright, two men desperate to be involved in the match 
with Newcastle at Wembley on Saturday. 

Bergkamp is suffering from a hamstring problem, and 
Wenger has grave doubts that his superstar Dutchman 
will make the big day at Wembley. 

i: “T am not optimistic. I would say he is 
ing fit to play at Wembley, I am not 


confident at all.” 

Wenger was even more reluctant to speculate on 
Wright's chances. The veteran England striker was car- 
tied off with a badly bruised leg after a tackle by his 
close friend Paul Ince at Liverpool. It was his first game 
back after a lengthy spell out with a series of leg 
injuries. 

Wenger stated: “It was not as bad as first thought. Ian 
was scared when he felt so much pain. 

“Whether he can make the final is open to doubt. 
After three-and-a-half months out he did very well 
against Liverpool, but he clearly still needs more com- 
petitive matches. 

“He only had one more game to go before Wembley, 
and we will just have to see how he progresses,” 


BURLEY TOP PLAYER 
eltic midfielder Craig Burley was named as the 
‘Scottish Football Writers’ Player-of-the-Year. 
Since moving to Glasgow from Chelsea at the end of 
last season, Burley’s adventurous performances have 


helped take Celtic to the brink of their first Scottish 
Teague title in 10 years. 

He polled 68 percent of the yotes to become the first 
Celtic player to win the award since Paul McStay in 
1988. 5 
Surprisingly no Rangers players figured in the lead- 
ing nominations. 

Burley’s team-mates Jackie McNamara, last month 
voted the players’ Player-of-the-Year, goalkeeper 
Jonathan Gould and Swede Henrik Larsson were sec- 
ond, third and fourth respectively. 


CHARLTON/MOORE 


NAMED 
ingland’s 1966 World Cup heroes Bobby Moore 
and Sir Bobby Charlton were named as members 
of the greatest-ever European team, 

Some 130 journalists from across the continent voted 
for the only Englishman to lift the Jules Rimet trophy 
and the man whose semi-final double against Portugal 
allowed Sir Alf Ramsey's side to reach that famous 
showdown with West Germany. 

Fellow 1966 hero Gordon Banks missed out on a 
place in the team, edged out by Russia’s legendary goal- 
keeper Ley Yashin, while Jimmy Greaves, Denis Law, 
George Best and Duncan Edwards were also among 
those who failed to gain selection, 

But Moore and Charlton were joined in the side by 
their 1966 opponents Franz Beckenbauer, who topped 
the voting with 85 percent, and Eusebio, Hungary's 
magical Ferenc Puskas and the epitome of total football, 
Johan Cruyff. 

Also name is former French star Michael Platini, co- 
president of the 1998 World Cup organising committee. 

Alll the players will go forward into the final global 
poll of football writers to see if they earn a place in 
Mastercard’s World Football Team of the 20th Century. 

Members of the European select will be competing 
with teams picked from the other continents, with South 
‘America represented by players including Pele, Alfredo 
Di Stefano and Diego Maradona. 

Cameroon's Roger Milla is part of the African side, 

with somersaulting Mexi Hugo Sanchez in the 
Central and North American team. Cha Bum Kun, the 
current South Korean coach, made the Asia/Oceania 
team. 
The official line-up for the all-time world XI will be 
unveiled in Paris on June 9, 24 hours before Brazil kick 
off the defence of their World Cup trophy against 
Scotland. 

Europe: Yashin (USSR), Beckenbauer (West 
Germany), Moore (England), P Maldini (Italy), Baresi 
(Italy), Cruyff (Holland), Platini (France), B Charlton 
(England), Eusebio (Portugal), Puskas (Hungary), van 
Basten (Holland), 

South America: Fillol (Argentina), Passarella 
(Argentina), Santos (Brazil), Figueroa (Chile), Carlos 
Alberto (Brazil), Maradona (Argentina), Di Stefano 
(Argentina), Rivelino (Brazil), Didi (Brazil), Pele 
(Brazil), Garrincha (Brazil). 

Africa: Nkono (Cameroon), Shehata (Egypt), 
Youssed (Egypt), Kunde (Cameroon), Mwepu (Zaire), 
Odegbami (Nigeria), Abega (Cameroon), Pele (Ghana), 
Pokou (Ivory Coast), Milla (Cameroon), Madjer 
(Algeria), 

Asia/Oceania: Chow Chee Keong (Malaysia), Kim 
Ho Kon (South Korea), Ihara (Japan), Soh Chi Aum 
(Malaysia), Chen Chi Doi (Taiwan), Bagheri (Iran), Kim 
Joo Sang (South Korea), Majeed Abdullah (Saudi 
Arabia), Kamamoto (Japan), Azizi (Iran), Cha Bum Kun 
(South Korea). 


BLACK DAY IN BRADFORD 


By Mark Fowler 


ay 11, 1985. Thirteen 
years ago (yesterday) 
11,076 supporters 


turned up to watch Bradford 
City play Lincoln City in an 
English league match, 56 of those 
people did not return. 

In addition to the horrific death 
toll, nearly 200 people were 
injured when the main stand at 
Valley Parade caught fire. Only an 
hour or so earlier those same fans 
had proudly watched their team lift 
the old third division cham- 
pionship trophy. 

What should have been a rare 
day of celebration for Bradford 
fans quickly turned into disaster. 


It is thought the blaze started 
when a dropped cigarette caused 
rubbish under the grandstand to 
catch fire. A supporter saw wisps 
of smoke coming up from ‘G” 
Block — five minutes later the 
whole stand was ablaze. 

Many fans were trapped when 
they ran to the back of the stand, 
only to find the gates were locked. 

‘The images shocked the world, 
as the devastation of the main 
stand became apparent. People 
wandered about on the pitch in 
shock while the game itself was 
quickly abandoned. 

In the aftermath of the fire accu- 
sations were levelled and fingers 
pointed. The club was blamed as a 
whole, then both the chairman and 
club secretary. It transpired the 


club had received a letter from the 
football league earlier in the season 
suggesting they clean the rubbish 
from under the stand — this was 
never done. 

In another piece of irony, the 
toof of the main stand had been 
due for demolition the very next 
day. 

New recommendations brought 
in saw the clubs, especially those 
in the lower divisions, forced into 
improving safety and comfort for 
fans. That it took the loss of life to 
that is particularly galling. 

Spare a thought for the victims 
and their families on May 11, and 
remember, next time you hear a 
remark about football meaning 
more than life or death — it doesn’t. 
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& ABSW 


FA CUP SPECIAL 


By y Micky Brock 


{wes weekend will see the FA Cup Final take place at Wembley 
between Arsenal (League Champions) and Newcastle United. 

‘The Gunners will be going for their second league and cup ‘double’ tri- 
umph, but the Magpies will certainly make life difficult for them as they 
attempt to salvage something from a season of despair for their fans. 

As is usually the case, ABSW are the best informed supporters of the 
world game around and to this end, this will not be an exception as we tell 
you all about the teams” history in the competition, past meetings, great 
players and the current squads at their respective ends of England. 


SQUAD NUMBERS 


Gunners Magpies 

1 David SEAMAN. 1 Shay GIVEN 

2 Lee DIXON 2 Warren BARTON 

3 Nigel WINTERBURN 4 David BATTY 

4 Patrick VIEIRA 5 Darren PEACOCK 

) Steve BOULD 6 Steve HOWEY 

6 Tony ADAMS (c) 7 Robert LEE 

7 David PLATT. 8 Tan RUSH 

8 Tan WRIGHT 9 Alan SHEARER 

9 Nicolas ANELKA 10 John BARNES 

10 Dennis BERGKAMP 11 Gary SPEED 

11 Mare OVERMARS 12 Stuart PEARCE 

12. Christopher WREH. 14 Temuri KETSBAIA 
13. Alex MANNINGER 15 Shaka HISLOP 

14 Martin KEOWN 16 Jon Dhal TOMASSON 
15 Ray PARLOUR 18 Keith GILLESPIE 

17 Emmanuel PETIT 19 Steve WATSON 

18 Gilles GRIMANDI 20 Bjarmi GUDJONSSON 
19 Remi GARDE 21 Pavel SRNICEK 

20 Matthew UPSON 22. Des HAMILTON 

21 Luis BOA MORTE 23. Alessandro PISTONE 
22 Alberto MENDEZ. 24 Brian PINAS 

24 John LUKIC 26 David BURT 

25 Scott MARSHALL 27 Phillipe ALBERT 

28 Stephen HUGHES 28 Aaron HUGHES 

30 Gavin McGOWAN 29 Steve HARPER 

32 Isaiah RANKIN 31 Stuart ELLIOTT 

33 Michael BLACK 32 Ralf KEIDEL 

34 Jason CROWB 33. David TERRIER 

35 Paolo VERNAZZA 34 Nikos DABIZAS 

36 © Jamie DAY 40 Andreas ANDERSSON 


ARSENAL 


David SEAMAN 
Pos: Goalkeeper 


Born; Rotherham, Sep 19, 1963 
Int: England 
Joined the Gunners from Queens Park Rangers in 


1990 when George Graham had the side firing on all 

cylinders. Won a championship medal in 1991, A 

stalwart between the sticks, is England's Number 

One keeper and comes to the fore in penalty shoot- }g 

ut situations. Without a shadow of a doubt, injuries : 
permitting, will be the first name down on the sheet for France 98. 


Lee DIXON 

Pos: Right-back 

Born: Manchester, Mar 17, 1964 

Int: England 

Was ‘totally gutted’ when Man City made the drop to division one, won't 
be at all happy now either! Another of the George Graham imports, has 
played an integral part in the Gunners success since going to Highbury from 
Stoke City in the summer of 1988, Has won all the domestic honours and 
represented England, Is no stranger to the ‘big games’ and another who 
belies his age. 


Nigel WINTERBURN 

Pos: Left-back 

Born: Nuneaton, Dev 11, 1963 

Int: England 

Joined in May 1987 from Wimbledon, is playing better now than ever 
before. Always gives 100% and was given a benefit match last season, v 
Rangers, for 10 years of loyal service. Not one to usually grab the headlines, 
but always rates highly in supporter polls. 


Patrick VIEIRA 

Pos: Midfield 

Born: Dakar (Sen), Jun 23, 1976 

Int: France 

Now in his second season with the club, when he arrived he was known 
as Patrick who?, but has made a huge impact since coming from AC Milan 
(2 Serie A appearances), Built more like an old fashioned centre-half than a 
midfielder, has incredible speed and control. Was the youngest captain in the 
French first division at the age of 19 (Cannes). One of the most gifted mid- 
fielders in the Premiership. 


Steve BOULD 

Pos: Centre-back 

Born: Stoke, Noy 16, 1962 

Int: England 

‘The press haye written ‘Uncle Bouldy’ off many times in recent seasons, 


citing ‘age’ as the problem, Has shown his crities are wrong and, apart from 
injury, is playing better this year than in the last two. Joined from Stoke, 
with Lee Dixon, in June of 1988, this uncompromising defender never gives 
Tess than his all. 


Tony ADAMS 
Pos: Centre-back 
Born: Romford, Oct 10, 1966 


gland 

David O'Leary overtook George Armstrong as 
Arsenal’s top appearance maker, Adams should soon 
overtake that record. Despite the well publicised 


problems, has made over 550 senior appearances for 

the Gunners. Known throughout the land as. 

‘Donkey’, he has certainly made an Ass of the & 

world’s top strikers. Has won the lot as Arsenal’s captain, will be going to 
France and should be in the running to captain the side there. Arsenal 
those ands cee ‘Adams will relentlessly pursue his dream of the *dou- 
ble’. 


David PLATT 

Pos: Midfield 

Born; Chadderton, June 10, 1966 

Int: England 

Playing more often as a substitute this season, what a player to have on 
the bench! Remains one of the most successful English players to have set- 
ted into the Serie A, Arsenal brought him back to England in 1995. Can still 
be an influence in the ‘engine room’, but the form of others around him has 
meant fewer starts this term, 


Tan WRIGHT 

Pos: Forward 

Born; Greenwich, Nov 3, 1963 

Int: England 

Arsenal’s all time goal-scoring record holder when 
beating Cliff Bastin’s long-standing target this sea~ 


son. Has recovered from the injury that has kept him 

‘out, but can even Ian Wright force his way into the 

side? Has a wonderful goal-per-game scoring ratio 

and is one of the hardest strikers to defend against in & 

England, mainly because he keeps cool, calm and 99% of the time, not even 
he knows what he'll do next, so how can the defence! 


Nicolas ANELKA 

Pos: Forward 

Born: Versaille (Fra), Mar 14, 1979 

Int: France Youth, U/18, U/20, U/21 

A revelation up-front this term, at only 19-years of age, can only get bet- 
ter. Is the subject of much speculation on whether he will'be selected to rep- 
resent his country in his own backyard later this year, scored twice on his 
debut for the U/20 side against Denmark. Perhaps not used to such a big 
stage as a Wembley Cup Final will offer, can not only be deadly in front of 
goal, is a controlled passer of the ball too, 


Dennis BERGKAMP 


Enjoying his most successful season in England 
and scoring freely. Was the first player ever to win 
the top three places in ‘Goal-of-the-Month’ in the 
long-running TV program ‘Match of the Day’. }} 
Everyone thought without the ‘Iceman’ in the side, 
Arsenal would struggle. This has not been the case 
and they have gone from strength to strength. Has a blistering shot, a deli- 
cate chip, can bend the ball either way and will represent Holland in France 
and, surprisingly, not Brazil as his talents would suggest. 


Mare OVERMARS 

Pos: Winger 

Born: Emst (Hol), Mar 29, 1973 

Int: Holland 

Helped Ajax win the European Cup in 1995 and 
joined his fellow compatriot Bergkamp at Highbury 
this season. Came to Arsenal from Ajax with a cloud 
over his head and rumour of his ‘dodgy knee’ not 
being able to withstand the Premiership rigours. Not 
only did it, he has shone throughout this season and 
chipped in with many outstanding and important goals. Has built a great 
understanding with his new team-mates and shows a blistering turn of speed. 


Martin KEOWN 

Pos: Centre-back 

Born: Oxford, Jul 24, 1966 

Int: England 

Playing some of the best football of his career, has suffered with injuries 
this season and not made as many appearances as he would have liked. Solid 
as a rock at the back and pushing for a World Cup berth. 


Ray PARLOUR 
Pos: Midfield 
Born: Romford, Mar 7, 1973 
Int: England youth, U/21 
His form this term has been nothing short of 
breathtaking, culminating in a call-up for the full 
England squad. Even at the age of 23-years, has 
shown confidence, deft skill and an iron tackle this 
year. Will play a major role in the final if the Pa. 
Gunners are to win their second trophy this season. 
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Emmanuel PETIT 

Pos: Utility * 

Born: Dieppe (Fra), Sep 22, 1970 

Int: France 

“Manu” has been keeping David Platt out of the side in midfield for much 
of the year, although he is equally happy at left-back or centre-half. “Petit” 
may be ‘little’ by name, but his importance in Arsenal achieving so much 
this term cannot be underestimated. Many players have seen those long 
blonde, flowing locks in the Premiership.,.from behind! In stunning form 
and no stranger to the big time, played for Monaco for eight seasons and 
named ‘France Football Young Player of the Year’ in 1990. 


Arsene WENGER 

Pos: Manager 

Looking more like a University professor than a 
football manager, Wenger has become the first ‘for: fs 
eign’ coach to win England’s top league. Employs the 
“good enough, old/young enough’ policy and it has 


come to fruition this term. Speaks six languages, has 

a degree in economics and was named Japan's 
“Manager-of-the-Year’ in 1995. Has won trophies i 

wherever he has coached, although not enjoying the Hi 

phenomenal success that Dalglish has enjoyed. This final should be one Las 
the connoisseur and, as history shows, matches between these two usually 
provide plenty of goalmouth action. 


THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY 


THIRD ROUND 


ARSENAL 0 Port Vale 0 37,471 
Port Vale 1 ARSENAL 1 14,964 
Corden 112 Bergkamp 100 


(Aet; Arsenal won 4-3 on penalties) 


FOURTH ROUND 


Middlesbrough 1 ARSENAL 2 28,264 
Merson 62 Overmars 1 

Parlour 19 

FIFTH ROUND 

ARSENAL 0 Crystal Palace 0 37,164 
Crystal Palace 1 ARSENAL 2 15,674 
Dyer 35 Anelka 2 

Bergkamp 28 

QUARTER-FINAL 
ARSENAL. 1 West Ham Utd 1 38,077 
Bergkamp 26p Pearce 12 
West Ham Utd 1 ARSENAL I 25,859 
Hartson 84 Anelka 45 
(AET; Arsenal won 4-3 on penalties) 
SEMI-FINAL 

Wolverhampton 0. ARSENAL 1 39,372 

Wreh 12 


Shay GIVEN 

Pos: Goalkeeper 

Born: Lifford, Apr 20, 1976 

Int: Rep of Ireland 

Given came to Newcastle from Blackburn Rovers 
last season, where he was valued by the tribunal at $3 
million. His contribution this season must surely 


make this price seem ludicrously low by comparison. 
He saved a last-minute effort against Sheffield United 

so that the Magpies may continue to the final, but this 

was only one of a string of fine saves he has made at strategic points in 
Teague matches, It makes one wonder where Newcastle would be this season 
if he had been out of form. Now established as Ireland’s number one keeper, 
he lost his place in the Magpies side during the middle of the term but looks 
a certain starter on Saturday at this stage. 


Steve WATSON 

Pos: Defender 

Born: North Shields, Apr 1, 1974 

Int: England U/21 

Watson is a local lad who came through the youth team system at St 
James’ Park but has enhanced his place in the first-team in recent times. A 
current England U/21 player, his chances of playing for the full side will not 
be damaged with a tough game against Arsenal. Has spent most of the sea- 
son playing at right-back, but versatility is his strength. Can be used in mid- 
field of central-defence. Broke a bone in his foot against Stevenage in the 
fourth round of the cup and missed much of the run to Wembley. 


Darren PEACOCK a 
Pos: Defender on 
Born: Bristol, Feb 3, 1968 ‘ 
Int: n/a 
Has been the mainstay of the Newcastle defence 

for the past few seasons but has struggled to hold his 

place since the start of 1998, Was probably the club's a 

most improved player last season, is finding life diffi- 


ee 


@ ABsw 


cult living to it this time, He is a no-nonsense, ragged and committed centre- 
back of the ‘old school’. Joined Newcastle from QPR for $5.4m four years 
ago, but rumours suggest this could well be his last season with the club. 


Phillipe ALBERT 
Pos: Defender 
Born: Bouillon (Bel), Aug 10, 1967. 

Int: Belgium 

Came to England in 1994 from Belgian side Anderlecht after starring for 
his national side at USA 94, He has withdrawn his services for the competi- 
tion in France this year, deciding to devote his time to saving Newcastle 
from the dreaded relegation spots. A big centre-back, deceptively fast for a 
man his size, he has suffered from a loss of form. 


Warren BARTON 

Pos: Defender 

Born: Stoke Newington, Mar 19, 1969 

Int: England squad 

Came to Newcastle from Wimbledon after an outstanding Season there in 
94/95, His form al that time earned him a call-up to the England squad and 
Keyin Keegan spent $8m to bring him north. An industrious right-back, he 
appears to have fallen out of fayour with the present manager and has started 
fewer than 20 matches this term. 


Alessandro PISTONE 

Pos: Defender 

Born: Milan (Ita), Sul 27, 1975 

Int: Italy U/21 

Made his name in Italy as an attacking left-back with Inter before moving 
to Tyneside for $8.6m last summer. Hasn't eared a full international cap to 
date (a big ask to shift Paolo Maldini from his spot), but has captained the 
U/21 side. Has probably shown the most consistency in the Newcastle back 
line this season but is prone to unforced errors. 


Nikos DABIZAS 

Pos: Defender 

Born: Amindaeo (Gre), Aug 3, 1973 

Int: Greece 

Manager Kenny Dalglish made many signings in the first few months of 
1998, Dabizas was his last, The Greek international looks to have the mak- 
ings of a top flight player in the Premiership, although only having made lit- 
tle more than a handful of appearances this term, Signed from Greek champi- 
ons Olympiakos for $2.6m and is usually more at home in the centre of 
defence, can play in midfield or as the anchor man, Has over 20 caps for his 
country and scored against Real Madrid (for Olympiakos) in the Champions 
league earlier in the year. 


David BATTY 

Pos: Midfield 

Born: Leeds, Dec 2, 1968 

Int: England 

Batty is a rarity amongst the Newcastle players in 
that he has won two championship medals with Leeds 
(1992) and Blackburn (1995), Just failed to make it a}: 
hat-trick of medals after leaving Rovers for 
Newcastle for $7.5m in a deal made shortly before 
transfer deadline day, the Magpies finishing runners- : 
up to Man Utd last term. Known as a ‘hard man’ by the fans, he offers more 
than tough tackling and 100% commitment. Passes the ball well and 
renowned for keeping hold of the ball under pressure. Played in the Rome 
match where England drew nil-all with Italy to book their place in France, is 
No stranger to pressure matches and should revel in this one. 


* Keith GILLESPIE 

Pos: Midfield 

Born: Bangor (NI), Feb 18, 1975 

Int: Northern Ireland 

Joined the Magpies for $2m from Man Utd in Tass 1995, but was over- 
shadowed by the opposite transfer of Andy Cole for $14m in the other direc- 
tion, Has benefited from the move although not always a favourite with the 
Geordie fans. Is a left-winger of undoubted repute and capable of outfoxing 
full-backs, or can slot in at his preferred midfield role. Has played more 
times than any other player for Newcastle this term. 


Born: Gale (Geo), Mar 18, 1968 

Int: Georgia 

Starred in Greece with AEK Athens and came to Newcastle on a free- 
transfer last northern summer. His attacking play has saved his team on a 
number of occasions this term, he is invariably used by Dalglish as a substi- 
tute. Not always consistent, he does offer the side a few more attacking 
options and came to England as Georgia’s ‘Footballer-of-the-Year’ 


John BARNES, 

Post Midfield 

Born: Jamaica, Noy 7, 1963 

Int: England 

After ten seasons at Anfield, ‘Digger’ joined old-team-mate Kenny 
Dalglish at St James’ Park this term, A former England winger (who can for- 
get that goal against Brazil on their turf?) who has netted some vital goals 
this year. Has lost a yard of pace and added a few extra pounds, he continues 
to stroke the ball around the pitch with calm abandon. It was his cross that 
ead to Shearer scoring the winning goal against the Blades in the semi-final. 
Has won many of the country’s top honours and will be invaluable as a 
steadying affect on the younger players. 


Gary SPEED 

Pos: Midfield 

Born: Maricot, Sep 8, 1969 

Int: Wales 

Joined Newcastle from Everton for $12m just four months ago and is 
firmly established in the heart of midfield. Can count himself lucky to have 
missed the Toffees third round FA Cup match against Newcastle as it left 
him free to play in his new side’s run to Wembley. 


League Championship winner with Leeds in 1992, making over 300 
appearances for the Yorkshire side before leaving for the blue half of 
Merseyside for $7m in 1996. Excellent all-round midfielder with a particu- 
larly strong left foot and commanding in the air. Approaching 50 caps for his 
country and will Iead Wales into the Euro 2000 qualifiers, starting with a 
match at home to Italy in September. 


Jon Dah! TOMASSON 

Pos: Forward 

Born: Hvidovre (Den), Aug 29, 1976 

Int: Denmark 

Not the best has happened to Tomasson since joining from Heerenveen 
for $4.4m last summer, although a huge favourite with the Dutch club, scor- 
ing 18 goals last term. Has not been anywhere near as prolific in the 
Premiership and this has cost him his place more than once this season. 
Likes to go forward from deep, is unlikely to:make the Danish team in 
France with the likes of the Laudrup brothers virtually sewing up that posi- 
tion. 


Alan SHEARER 

Pos: forward 

Born: Newcastle, Aug 13, 1970 

Int: England 

There are many fans who are pleased to see 
Shearer back in the starting eleven, not just for 
Newcastle but England. Has shown he has lost little 
of his natural scoring talent after a lengthy lay-off (4 
through injury, but the recent debate concerning his 
involvement in an ugly incident with Leicester's Neil 
Lennon may play on the mind. Followed manager ean Dalglish to 
Newcastle from Blackburn Rovers for an unprecedented $30m in August 
1996, and how the fans love him. Is a constant threat to all defences and 
needs only a sniff of a chance to put the ball away. Is likely to be named as 
the captain of England in France, but has rather more pressing thoughts on 
his mind at the moment, 


Andreas ANDERSSON 

Pos: Forward 

Born: Osterhoninge (Swe), Apr 10, 1974 

Int: Sweden. 

Spurns many good scoring opportunities and must be doubtful to make the 
starting eleven in the final, injuries notwithstanding. Has struggled to make it 
in the Premiership since joining from AC Milan and his lack of confidence in 
front of goal is evident at present. 

Won Sweden's Allsvenskan’s top scorer award when with IFK 
Gothenburg in 1996 and looked like doing it again until lured to Italy, Six 
months later and he was off-loaded to Newcastle and was ostensibly recruit- 
ed as a replacement for Tino Asprilla. It hasn't paid off. 


Kenny DALGLISH 

Pos: Manager 

Dalglish replaced Keegan at the helm of Newcastle}! 
when the former departed suddenly and it was never 
going to be easy to replace him, but if anyone can, 
Dalglish is the man. Won championship, FA/League' 
cup and European medals as a player, and did the 
‘double’ with Liverpool as a manger in 1986. Also. 


won the title with Blackbur Rovers when in the hot 

seat, winning promotion to the Premiership in his first 

season in charge. Was with Liverpool during the tragedies that beset the club 
in 1985, and through the horrors of Hillsborough, if anyone knows what to 
say to his players at a time like this, Kenny is, once again, the man you 
would want at your side. Not prone for his remarks, an interesting side battle 
may evolve between the canny Scot and the phlegmatic Frenchman, Wenger. 


THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY 


THIRD ROUND 
NEWCASTLEUTD 1 
Rush 67 


FOURTH ROUND 


Everton 0 20,885 


Stevenage Borough 1 NEWCASTLEUTD 1 8,040 
Grazioli 42 Shearer 3 
NEWCASTLE UTD. 2 Stevenage Borough 1 36,705 
Shearer 16,65 Crawshaw 74 
FIFTH ROUN De. 
NEWCASTLE UTD 1 Tranmere Rovers 36,675 
Shearer 22 
QUARTER-' FINAL 
NEWCASTLE UTD 3 Bamsley 36,695 
Ketsbaia 16 Liddell 57 
Speed 27 
Batty 90 
SEMI-FINAL 

Sheffield United 0 NEWCASTLE UTD 1 53,452 

Shearer 60 


PAST FA CUP ENCOUNTERS 


1901/02 Arsenal Newcastle Utd2 (Ist rd) 
Veitch, A Gardner 
1905/06 Arsenal 0 Newcastle Utd 2 (S/F) 


Veitch, Howie 
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FA CUP SPECIAL 


1931/32 Arsenal 1 Newcastle Utd 2 (Final) 
John Allen 2 

1935/36 Newcastle Utd 3 Arsenal 3 (Sth Rd) 
Pearson, J Smith 2 Bowden 2, Hulme 
Arsenal Newcastle Utd0 
Bastin 2p, Beasley 

1951/52 Arsenal Neweastle Utd 1 (Final) 

Robledo 
Cup Wins: Arsenal - 1930, 1936, 1950, 1971, 1979, 1993 


Runners-up - 1927, 1932, 1952, 1972, 1978, 1980 
Newcastle - 1910, 1924, 1932, 1951, 1952, 1955 
Runners-up - 1905, 1906, 1908, 1911, 1974 


With Newcastle obviously holding the balance of power in the their FA 
Cup meetings over the years, including their two finals, controversy has 
sometimes surfaced, as in 1932. 

One of the goals in that match raised many eyebrows but, nevertheless, it 
was allowed to stand and gave Newcastle all they needed to take the cup 
back to the north. 

‘A long pass out to the right wing was hooked back by Richardson for 
Allen to head home, however, newspaper photographs appeared the follow- 
ing day which proved what everyone, except the referee, knew. The lines- 
‘man indicated quite clearly that the ball had gone out for a goal-kick before 
it was played back into the centre and that incident remains today, one of 
those great legends that makes the FA Cup so mythical and legendary at the 
same time. 

A Cup of joy, a cup of heartache but one thing is for sure, there is nothing 
like walking up Wemibley (Empire) Way on Cup Final day and this one will 
be no exception as both the Arsenal and Newcastle supporters have a great 
rapport with each other and, no matter what the result, Saturday, May 16 will 
Jong live in the memory of all those present. 


PAST LEAGUE ENCOUNTERS 


DIVISION TWO 


Highbury St James Park 

1893/94 22 0-6 

94/95, 32 42 

95/96. 21 13 

96/97 31 0-2 

97/98 00 14 

Pio W3 D2 LO FI2 AG WI DO Ld F6 AIT 

DIVISION ONE 

1904/05 0-2 03 5YS3 3-0 22 
05/06 43 1 53/54 2-1 25 
06/07 «2-0 0-1 S455 1-3 1-5 
O78 2-2 1-2 55/56 1-0 02 
03/0912 3 56/57 0-1 13 
O90 0-3 Ll S758 2-3 33 
10) 1-2 10 58/59 3-2 0-1 
M2 20 21 59/60 1-0 14 
20300 13 061 5-0 3-3 
1920 0-1 13 65/66 1-3. 1-0 
2021 = 1-1 01 66/67 2-0 12 
212221 1-3 67/68 0-0 12 
2223 1-2 1-1 68/69 0-0 12 
2324 14 OF 69/70 0-0, 1-3 
2425 0-2 22 70/71 1-0. - 
2526 3-0 07 Nn = 4-2 0-2 
2627 2-2 1-6 Tuy 22 12 
272841 I 73741 Vt 
28729 1-2 30 mas (3-0 1-3 
29/30 OL 1 75116 (0-0 0-2 
3031 1-2 31 7677 (0-0 0-2 
3132, 1-0 23 Tm 2 21 
323310 12 84/85 2-0 34 
3334 3-0 10 85/86 0-0 OL 
4849 0-1 23 86/87 0-1 2 
49/50 4-2 30 ~ 8788 1-1 1-0 
50/51 0-0 1-2 88/89 «1-0 1-0 
5152-1 0-2 

PIO §=W24 DI3 LIS F81 AGO WI3 DI1 L365 A107 

PREMIER LEAGUE 

93/94 2 0-2 

94/95 23 0-1 

95/96 20 0-2 

96/97 t 21 

97198 34 1-0 

PIO W3 DO L2 FY AG W2 DO L3 F3 A6 


‘The two sides have met just the once in the League Cup competition: 
Arsenal 
Radford 2 
Kennedy 
Graham 


1971/72 Neweastle 0 34,071 
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his was the season of 

Manchester United in 

England, although a 
certain Scottish club would 
outshine even them, 

Manchester United lost not 
one game at Old Trafford all 
season and finished four 
points clear of second and 
third placed Nottingham 
Forest and Tottenham 
Hotspurs respectively, The 
Mancurians scored 84 goals 
and conceded only 45, 
including just 13 at home. 
They lost six games all 
season, and drew 12 from 42 
games, They were a team of 
champions with the likes of 
Bobby Charlton in their fold, 

At the bottom Aston Villa 
and Blackpool were relegated. 
Blackpool had a shocking 
Season Winning just one game 
‘at home all term, They scored 
only 41 goals in 42 games and 
finished eight points behind 
Villa, The battle for relegation 
did not go down to the wire 
with Villa finishing four 
points behind safety, The team 
above them were Newcastle 
United. 

Meanwhile under Jimmy 
Hill Coventry City won 
promotion to the First 
Division, They were just one 
point ahead of Wolves who 
were promoted as runners-up, 
Carlisle United finished in 
their highest ever position of 
third in the second division 
but that was six points off 
promotion, May 13 had seen 
Coventry win 3-1 at home to 
Millwall and combining that 
with Wolves’ 4-1 loss at 
Crystal Palace, Coyentry leap 
frogged Wolves to first place, 
At the bottom Northampton 
and Bury were relegated. 
Cardiff City finished three 
points clear of Northampton 
and thus avoided the drop. For 
the Northants side it was two 
seasons in a row of relegation 
and it was not until the end of 
the decade that the slide 
would cease. 

QPR finished twelve points 
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clear of the field in Division 
Three to take out that crown 
with Middlesbrough also 
winning promotion. Watford’s 
1-1 draw on May 13 (at 
Oxford United) tied in with 
two successive home wins at 
Ayresome Park on May 13 
and 16 gaye Boro second spot 
and that prized promotion 
place. Despite finishing only 
two points behind that second 
place, Reading’s final game 
victory was a case of to little 
to late. Relegated from the 
Division Three were Swansea, 
Darlington, Doncaster, and 
Workington. For Doncaster 
and Darlington it was the 
fastest of returns to the bottom 
flight. Torquay and 
Colchester, who had won 
promotion behind these two, 
made a better fist of things 
finishing 7th and 13th 
respectively 

Division Four's champions 
were clearly Stockport 
County, with Southport, 
Barrow and Tranmere also 
promoted. Southport’s success 
was their first since entering 
the League in 1921/22, At the 
bottom of the league were 
Lincoln City, 

For the first time the 
League Cup Final was a one- 


_ off affair played at Wembley. 


The two opponents were 
WBA and QPR, and it was a 
great game with the score 
ending 3-2 to QPR, One of the 
goals was scored by one of 
Shepherds Bush's favourite 
sons, Rodney Marsh, 

In the FA Cup Chelsea 
defeated Leeds 1-0 in one 
semi-final and Tottenham 
were triumphant over 
Nottingham Forest 2-1 in the 
second. The Tottenham side 
was full of big names like 
Jennings, Greaves, Mullery, 
England, Mackay and Terry 
Venables. 

The Chelsea side had 
Bonetti, Harris, Hollins, 
Tambling, and Hateley, The 
first Cup Final to involve two 
London sides, it looked as if 


the game would be goalless at 
half-time, However, just prior 
to the break Alan Mullery got 
the ball from a free-kick and 
advanced upfield, the ball 
falling to Jimmy Robertson 
who put Tottenham a goal up, 

After the break Robertson 
headed down in the Chelsea 
penalty area and Saul turned 
the ball past Peter Bonetti into 
the net. Five minutes before 
full-time Tambling scored for 
Chelsea but they did not score 
another and Tottenham were 
FA Cup winners. 

The Souther League went 
to Romford who finished a 
point clear of Nuneaton 
Borough, and Guildford City 
won the Southem League Cup 
2-1 over Barnet, Relegated 
from the Premier Division 
were Bath City, Worcester 
City, Bedford Town and 
Folkestone Town. Promoted 
from Division One were 


champions Dover, plus 
Margate, Stevenage, and 
Hastings. 


Kettering scored 105 goals 
and yet missed promotion. 
Deal Town had been replaced 
by Banbury United, who made 
a reasonable fist of things, 
scoring 88 goals in 46 games, 
Sittingboume finished bottom 
of the Southern League. 

Scotland's champions were 
once again Celtic who 
finished three points clear of 
Rangers, scoring 111 goals in 
34 games, conceding only 33 
(17 at home), and lost only 
twice (both home and away 2- 
3 to Dundee United!), Clyde 
finished third but well off the 


pace, 

At the bottom Ayr United 
went straight back down after 
collecting just one win all 
season (1-0 over St 
Johnstone), and St Mirren 
joined the drop after finishing 
second from bottom. 

Division Two champions 
Were Morton, who bounced 
back up on the first attempt, 
whilst Raith Rovers were also 
promoted in second-place, 
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albeit 11 points behind 
Morton. Brechin City were 
Jast in Division Two. 

‘The two ‘Auld Firm’ sides 
played out the League Cup 
final with Celtic victorious 
with the only goal of the 
match. The Scottish FA Cup 
final saw Celtic (who had 


winning the final 2-0. 
However, the domestic 
treble was not enough for 
Celtic. After defeating FC 
Zurich 5-0 over two legs in 
round one, FC Nantes 6-2 in 
two legs in round two, 
Vojvodina 2-1 over the two in 
round three, and 3-1 in two 


defeated Clyde in a replay in games in round four, they met 
the semi finals) take on the mighty Internazionale in 
Aberdeen (who had been the Final of the European Cup. 


Yictorious in the semi over 
Dundee United). Celtic took 
out the domestic treble by 


Rangers and Leeds also 
were finalists in the other 
European competitions but 


ENGLAND 


DIVISION 1 
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DIVISION 3 


QER 67, Middlesbrough 55, Watford 54, Reading 53, Bristol R 53, 
Shrewsbury T 52, Torquay U Si, Swindon T 50, Mansfield T 49, 
Oldham A 48, Gillingham 46, Walsall 46, Colchester U 44, Leyton O 
44, Peterboro’ U 43, Oxford U 43, Grimsby T 43, Scunthorpe U 42, 
Brighton & HA 41, Bournemouth 41, Swansea T 39, Darlington 37, 
Doncaster R 32, Workington 31, 


DIVISION 4 


‘Stockport Co 64, Southport 59, Barrow 59, Tranmere R 48, Crewe A 
|45, Southend U 53, Wrexham 52, Hartlepools U 51, Brentford 49, 
|Aldershot 48, Bradford C 48, Halifax T 44, Port Vale 43, Exeter C 43, 
|Chesterfield 42, Barnsley 41, Luton T 41, Newport Co 40, Chester 40, 
|Notts Co 37, Rochdale 37, York C 35, Bradford 35, Lincoln C 31. 


both had lost; now it was up to 
Celtic to fly the Union Jack 
high. 


good. Inter Milan were 
missing influential midfielder 
Luis Suarez, but Jock Stein’s 


In the sixth minute of the men were champions of 


match at the Estadio Nacional, Europe, 
Lisbon, Jim Craig conceded a The side that day was; 
penalty and Mazzola Simpson, Craig, McNeill, 
converted it for Inter, Gemmell, Murdoch, Clark, 
One observer described the Johnstone, Wallace, 
side as having eight forwards. Chalmers, Auld, Lennox, 
Tommy Gemmell’s fantastic Billy McNeill held the 
tun in the 63rd minute was trophy aloft as Scotland went 


Tewarded with a goal and then into party mode for the side 
with five minutes to go henceforth known as the 
‘Chalmers put them in front for 


‘Lisbon Lions’. 


PREMIER DIVISION 


Romford 52, Nuneaton Borough $1, Weymouth 50, Wimbledon 49, 
Barmet 49, Guildford City 48, Wellington Town 47, Cambridge United 
45, Chelmsford City 45, Hereford United 44, Kings Lyan 44, 
Cambridge City 43, Cheltenham Town 43, Yeovil Town 42, Burton 
Albion 39, Corby Town 39, Poole Town 39, Hillingdon Borough 35, 
Bath City 34, Worcester City 30, Bedford Town 29, Folkestone ‘Town| 
2. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 


Dover 70, Margate 69, Stevenage Town 66, Hastings United 66, 
Kettering Town 63, Canterbury City 60, Ramsgate Athletic 54, Dartford] 
53, Tonbridge Town 52, Ashford Town 44, Merthyr Tydfil 43, 
Gloucester City 42, Canterbury City 42, Wisbech Town 41, Bexley] 
United 41, Banbury United 40, Rugby Town 37, Dunstable Town 34, 
Barry Town 33, Gravesend & Northflect 31, Hinckley Athletic 28, 
‘Tunbridge Wells Rangers 23, Sitingbourne 20, 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION 1 


Celtic 
Rangers 
Clyde 
‘Aberdeen 
Hibernian 
Dundee 
Kilmarnock 
Dunfermline 
Dundee U 
Motherwell 
Hearts 
Partick T 
Airdrie 
Falkirk 
StJ'stone 
Stirling A 
St Mirren 
AyrU 
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CELTIC TOPS AFTER NINE YEARS 


Celtic 2 
Larsson 3 
Brattbakk 72 
eltic ended nine hard years by claim- 
ing the Scottish Championship - but 
they remained their own worst enemies 
right until the end, 

Stricken by nerves, they put 51,000 fans 
through complete agony before they 
claimed the points needed by beating St 
Johnstone. The whole desperate occasion 
had to be endured rather than enjoyed, 

But at the final whistle delirium was 
unconfined as the Trophy was handed over 
to captain Tom Boyd and the crowd raised 
their scarves to salute a side which won 
that elusive honour the hard way. 

Celtic, given the start they so desperately 
needed by a third minute goal from Henrik 
Larsson, lost the plot for the next 70 min- 
tutes, 

‘Only when substitute Harald Brattbakk 
scored a second 17 minutes from the end, 
did coach Wim Jansen and his bench feel 
that they could afford the luxury of a smile, 

In between that, not only did St 
Johnstone give occasional hints that they 
could wreck the entire party but the news 
filtered through that Rangers were in com- 
mand of their match against Dundee United 


tone 0 


at Tannadice, 

The effect was to tum the legs of those 
worried Celtic players into complete jelly. 
They could hardly string a pass together 
and retreated into their own penalty area as 
they lost trust in their own ability to keep 
calm. 

If there was no absolute panic, there 
were periods of complete uncertainty. To 
wait a decade while your bitterest rivals are 
cleaning up the title on an annual basis is 
hardly conducive to a’stable frame of mind. 

Of course, this was all forgotten as they 
brought out the podium, presented the 
medals and generally began to celebrate. 


‘The fans went through the entire repertoire 
with the club songs and the players set off 


on a long and tearful lap of honour. They 
have waited so many years that there was 
never any doubt that this was a parade that 
no one in the ground wanted to end. 

Celtic could and should have wrapped 
up this business several weeks ago, but 
their inability to tuck away chances almost 
betrayed them even in front of an ecstatic 
audience, thousands of whom ended up on 
the field long after the end still demanding 
to see their heroes one last time before 
starting a whole summer of telling each 
other just how good the match had been. 

Celtic's method of patiently keeping 
possession, drilled into them by Jansen, 
was not abandoned even in the bedlam. 
Paul Lambert and Craig Burley patrolled 
the midfield and Larsson troubled a St 
Johnstone side whose own ambition for a 
place in Europe ensured that this was never 
to be anything less than a real contest, 

But Alan Stubbs and Marc Rieper 
became more and more unsteady in front of 
goalkeeper Jonathan Gould and for a spell 
before half time the unthinkable was only 
another missed pass away. 

They should have made it much easier 
for themselves. 

After exactly two minutes and 25 sec- 
onds the lead had been established, 


HIBS DEFIANT BUT DOWN 


Kile 1 Hibs 1 

Roberts1s Crawford90 

samba band provided a carnival 
Avstmosphere before a noisy crowd at 
Rugby Park, but Hibs spoiled the party 
with a late equaliser, 

Despite this, Kilmarnock finished the 
season in fourth spot in the Premier 
Division, a position that could give them a 
place in next season’s UEFA Cup. 

Hibs on the other hand, are heading for 
the First Division, and their large travelling 
support must have been left wondering why 
their favourites hadn't shown the same sort 
of commitment earlier in the season, 

In addition to the band, Killie midfielder 
Gary Holt had his hair dyed blue for the 
occasion while team mate Jim Lauchlan 
opted for a chalk white style, 

But the brightness of the players’ hair 
styles didn’t quite match the footballing 
skills, although the match did have a few 
moments of excitement, 

‘The Easter Road side, without an away 
win this season, were a disjointed lot in the 
first half and it was only late on in the game 


that they began to threaten the home 
defence, 

Young striker Kenny Miller had a 
promising debut but on too many occasions 
he was left to forage on his own. 

His strike partner Barry Lavety, had a 
difficult afternoon, lucky to escape a cau- 
tion when he sent Lauchlan tumbling on the 
tumbling on the track and then eventually 
being booked when he pulled down Pat 
Nevin. 

By comparison the Kilmarnock striking 
duo of Jerome Vareille and Mark Roberts 
gave the HIbs defence a torrid time of it. 

As was the more subtle play of co-striker 
Roberts whose 15th minute goal gave 
Kilmarnock the lead, 

Some clever interplay between Nevin 
and Holt on the right saw the former 
Chelsea and Bverton winger run clear in the 
box. He looked up an laid the ball into the 
path of Roberts who had an easy task to 
score from close in. 

Kilmarnock could have gone on and 
added to their score with both Holt and 
Vareille scorning reasonable chances. 


Hibs were a livelier team in the second 
half and had a few opportunities to equalise 
before they eventually did. 

Ray Montgomerie and Lauchlan proved 
an impassable barrier for the Hibs attack 
and there were only a few occasions on 
which the Hibs forwards got a look at goal. 
Midway through the second half Hibs goal- 
keeper Bryan Gunn was fortunate to remain 
on the park when he pushed away Nevin as 
the Killie man went to take a quick throw- 
in. To the astonishment of the home fans 
Gunn wasn’t even spoken to by referee 
Sandy Roy. 

‘Then, with seconds of the match remain- 
ing, Steve Crawford at long last gave the 
travelling support something to cheer about 
with a spectacular strike. 

Nothing looked on as he picked up the 
ball wide and cut in on goal but he 
unleashed a terrific shot past Gordon 
Marshall from just outside the box to level. 

But it will be little consolation for the 
Edinburgh side who will find it difficult to 
get back into the Premier Division at the 
first attempt. 


DONS DO THE BUSINESS 


es 1 Aberdeen 2 
Dodds 2p, 22 

nile most eyes and ears were firmly 
Wi focused on events at Celtic Park and 
Tannadice, Aberdeen and Motherwell 
brought down the curtain on what has 
been a hugely disappointing season for 
both clubs, 

A passionless win for the visitors in this 
meaningless encounter finished a year to 
forget - both clubs only able to confirm 
theit top division status on the second last 
Saturday of the season, and this thanks to 
the fact that a scheduled end of season play- 
off was unfairly denied the First Division 
clubs. 

‘As Rangers were finally giving up their 
Premier League crown, supporters of 
Motherwell and Aberdeen - clubs who both 
finished as runners-up to the Ibrox club 
during their nine-year reign - were forced to 
accept another poor season with escape 
from relegation the only reason for celebra- 
tion, 


No significant measure of blame should 
be attached to either manager. Both Harri 
Kampman and Alex Miller were appointed 
with the season well underway, and both 
achieved their initial objective - survival. 
However, next season will be the real test 
as both are entrusted with the onerous task 
of building sides capable of challenging for 
honours. 

‘This dull and gutless match seemed vir- 
tually over as a contest as early as the first 
minute. From the kick-off Eoin Jess swung 
over a dangerous cross which was clearly 
and needlessly punched away by Steve 
MeMillan. Billy Dodds’ penalty ensured 
that debutant goalkeeper Scott Thomson's 
first contribution as a Motherwell player 
was to retrieve the ball from the back of his 
net. 

With 22 minutes played, Jess, dominant 
in midfield sent Dodds through with his 
incisive pass. The striker controlled bril- 
liantly before hooking beyond the helpless 
‘Thompson to extend the visitors’ lead. 

Motherwell, marshalled by the ageless 


Brian Martin in his last appearance for the 
club Were a more effective outfit in the sec- 
ond period. 

Having played 67 minutes they dragged 
themselves back into the contest when Tan 
Ross benefited from Owen Coyle'’s good 
work to clip his shot past Jim Leighton. 

However, despite controlling possession, 
the hosts were unable to turn their increas- 
ing pressure into anything fruitful as inter- 
national goalkeeper Leighton continued to 
prove himself one of the best in the League. 

At the end of the match Kampman 
revealed his plans for next season. “We will 
begin to build a younger, stronger team 
here and hopefully achieve our greater tar- 
gets, ideally a European place,” 

With Aberdeen’s Miller looking at play- 
ers on the continent it was left to assistant, 
Paul Hegarty to sum up Aberdeen’s aims. 

“We need to improve in every depart- 
ment. Both myself and Alex set high stan- 
dards and next season we must look to do 
much better.” 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 12, 1998 


Lambert coaxed the ball up the left wing in 
more of exploration than an attack. He 
played it short and square to Larsson, out- 
side the penalty area. 

The Swede got past a couple of half- 
hearted challenges, looked up and drove a 
low shot past goalkeeper Alan Main and 
into the comer of the net. It was a touch of 
individualism they had been lacking in 
recent weeks. 

‘They was a flurry of other opportunities 
but Celtic could not have foreseen that St 
Johnstone came within a whisker of turning 
the maich (indeed the entire championship) 
on its head in the five minutes before half- 
time. 

First, Gould completely missed a John 
McQuillan cross from the right and George 
O'Boyle, standing right under the post, 
contrived to head the ball over the bar, 

Then, moments later, a Leigh Jenkinson 
free kick took an odd bounce and Gould, 
still looking unsure, had to scramble the 
ball round the post for a comer. 

It hardly improved for Celtic after the 
interval and when from a Jackie McNamara 
break Simon Donnelly’s snapshot was 
instinctively clutched by Main, there was 
still the feeling that this extraordinary chase 
for the title had not seen it’s final twist, 


The turning point came in the 59th 


minute when Jansen decided to replace the 
flagging Donnelly with Brattbakk, the 
striker signed from Rosenborg who has 
rather lost his way this spring. He came 
onto the field for his first league match in 
six weeks knowing that his last goal was 


red back in March, 
But now his time had artived. In the 


73rd minute Boyd's experience allowed 
him to hang onto the ball wide on the right 
for long enough to allow McNamara to 
make a run behind the St Johnstone 
defence. He released it absolutely on cue 
allowing the younger man to sprint forward 
towards the byline, 


The Saints defence was now spread far 


and wide and Brattbakk was able to enter 
an empty penalty area and pick his spot 
before pushing the ball wide of Main. The 
cork was out of the champagne bottle now, 


The rest of the match hardly mattered. 


Jansen could afford to throw on substitutes 
Morten Wieghorst and Regi Blinker to 
spread around the glory, 


By the end no-one could hear them- 


selves speak but the long years in the wait- 
ing room were finally over, 


A TITLE TOO FAR 


Dundee U 1 Rangers 2 
Zetturlund 65 Laudrup3t 
Alberta 53p 


angers’ attempt to win an historic 
(Oth Premier title in a row ended in 
bitter disappointment at Tannadice as 
Celtic's nerve held out 85 miles away in 
lasgow. 

The helicopter that the Ibrox side had on 
standby at Dundee Airport to whisk them 
back to a celebratory party at Ibrox should 
their old firm rivals capitulate was left 
unused, 

‘That did not stop the defiant light blue 
hordes who had crammed into the Tayside 
ground holding a noisy and exuberant 
demonstration of loyalty after seeing their 
players hold up their end of the bargain by 
round off the League campaign with a vic- 
tory. 

The noise generated drowned out even 
the fire alarms that were luckily a false sig- 
nal of problems in the main stand but the 40 
minute display of passion did not produce 
the demanded appearance of the players 
who were obviously gutted to know their 
prize possession was at that moment being 
delivered to the Parkhead party, 

Walter Smith and his side were actually 
convinced that their decade in power was 
effectively over weeks ago and only 
Celtic’s inadequacies in the final phase 
belatedly gave them hope. 

‘There was a certain sense of irony that it 
should all end at Tannadice for Smith as the 
first time he won the competition was back 
in 1983 as Jim McLean's assistant during 
Dundee United's triumphant season. 

Smith said: “I’ve had 10 Championship 
wins in 12 years which is not bad going but 
it does not erase the disappointment of not 
winning this one. 

“But it wasn't just the recent games that 
cost us the championship as there have been 
too much inconsistency at different spells 
throughout this season. 

“Celtic have capitalised on it which is 
what we have done to other teams in the 
past but everyone is disappointed that we 
didn’t do better. 

“We were always hoping we would win 
the title but Celtic would have been throw- 
ing it away had they not won their game 
and now we have got to hope that we can 
pick ourselves up by winning the Scottish 
Cup next week to round things off.” 

‘The Rangers players will certainly be 


motivated to make sure Smith's last game 
does guarantee their only trophy of the sea- 
son and Hearts will have to prepare for a 
tidalwave of emotion both on and off the 
park, 

Not even the news of Celtic's early goal 
could dampen the passion although 
Rangers’ lack of finesse which has ham- 
pered them all during the campaign kept the 
scoreline deadlocked until the 31st minute, 

That is when Lorenzo Amoruso pro- 
duced a pass of precision to allow Brian 
Laudrup to mark his final League game 
before departing for Chelsea with his 44th 
goal for the club. 

Rangers scored the decisive second from 
a controversial penalty kick in the 52nd 
minute when substitute Stuart McCall's dri- 
ving run into the box caused chaos in the 
Dundee United defence. 

The resulting cross canonned off 
United’s substitute Davie Sinclair and refer- 
ee Hugh Dallas pointed to the spot, incens- 
ing the home side in the process. 

Jorg Albertz kept his cool at that stage by 
burying the resulting kick for his 1th goal 
in just 35 starts for the club but the German 
midfielder snapped towards the end, What 
looked like an innocuous clash with Steven 
‘Thompson prompted Albertz into a reckless 
kick aimed at his opponent and although no 
connection was made that rashness could 
well cost him a Cup final place, 

Referee Dallas immediately brandished a 
ted card and if the report submitted to the 
SFA cites violent conduct as the offence 
then the free kick specialist will be forced 
to watch the Parkhead showpiece occasion 
from the stand. 

Rangers’ dodgy defence had allowed 
United back into the match by then as Lars 
Zetterlund rose unopposed to head in a 
Kjell Olofsson cross from the right in 65 
minutes to make it a tense closing phase, 

Rangers’ departing captain Richard 
Gough was quick to congratulate the new 
champions. 

Gough said: “We were always unlikely 
to win our 10th title to break the record and 
all credit to Wim Jansen and his men. 

“J would like to congratulate Celtic on 
their achievement but I am still very proud 
of what I have achieved.” 

“But nobody is going on holiday yet as 
there is the Scottish Cup final to come and 
while it was a very disappointed dressing 
room we will be up for that game.” 
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Scottish Premier League 
Celtic 2 StJohnstone 
Larsson 3 
Brattbakk 72 
Dundee United 1 Rangers 
Zetterlund 65 Laudrup 31 
Albertz 53p 
Hearts 2 Dunfermline 
Adams 22 
Holmes 83 
Kilmarnock 1 Hibernian 
Roberts 15 Crawford 90 
Motherwell 1 Aberdeen 
Ross 67 Dodds 2p,22 
FINAL TABLE 
PO Wepeee ka A WD Le A 
Celtic 36 12 Sat 9 10 423 15, 
Rangers 36 Gldiet wel 246-916\-/8 5. -Si, 30. 22; 
Hearts 36-DN0 5 336 WB 9 5 04, 34.22 
Kilmamock 36 9 4 5 24 21 4 7 7 16 31 
St J’stone SG ET See 6 e216. 4 = BAST 
Aberdeen 30 Oba O20. 18.73 “6 OPO ES5: 
DundeeUtd 36 5 7 6 23 18 3 6 9 20 33 
Dunfermline 36 4 9 5S 26 30 4 4 10 17 38 
Motherwell 36 6 4 8 26 28 3 3 12 20 36 
Hibernian 36 6 4 8 2 24 0 8 10 12 35 
Champions: Celtic 
Relegated: Hibernian 
Scottish Division One 
Falkirk 0 Airdrie 
Connelly 46 
Greenock Morton 1 Stirling Albion 
Hawke 73 
Partick Thistle 1 Ayr United 
Evans 45 Ferguson 22 
Djatfo 56 
Findlay 90 
Raith Rovers 2 Hamilton Academical 
Dargo 76 Fotheringham dog 
Hartley 87 
St Mirren 1 Dundee 
Brown 17 


Stenh’muir 36 6 «6 


6 26 2 4 4 10 18 27 


Brechin 36 5 6 7 2 32 2 5 1 20 41 32 
PWDLFAWODLFE A Pt Promoted: Stranraer & Clydebank 
Dundee 36 8 6 4 20 12 12 4 2 32 12 70 Relegated: Stenhonsemuir & Brechin City 
Falkirk 369 4 «5 6 19 10 4 4 30 2 65 Scottish Division Three 
Raith 36095 4 25 2 8B 4 6 26-21-60 pinion Rovers a Nites 2 
Airdrie 369 6 3 4 17.7 6 5 18 18 O  Watters6 McGlashan 5487 
Morton 3067 4 7: 2S 6 7% 26 4  janyr 
StMiren 36-7 3-8 2 2 4 5 9 19 2 Al spotnatton 34 
Ayr S6reeGie AR DT: DOA BIO LTGAO — ecee G8 
Hamilton 36 «4 «6 «8 17 2B 5S 5 8 26 28 38 Aton Athletic A acre Rangers 0 
a Haddow 17 
Partick S0n S25 010 (2635) (50 emo ZU RSOL S Achrnath: 1 Queen's Park 1 
Stirling 36 3 7 8 20 31 5 3 10 20 25 34  Cooperé6p Maxwell 80p 
ae Promoted: Dundee Dumbarton 2 Cowdenbeath 3 
Relegated: Partick Thistle & Stirling Albion Mooney 20 Marry 51 
5 rien McKinnon 52 Welsh 67 
Scottish Division Two ea 
Brechin City 1 Clydebank 6 Ross County 5 East Stirling 2 
Kerrigan 14 McLaughlin 12 Ross 250g Patterson 10 
McDonald 21,25, Herd 44 Barr 69 
Ward 26,75 Taylor 45,76 
McWilliams 41 Tarrant 67 
Clyde 0 Stranraer 1 
Lansdowne 80 FINAL TABLE 
East Fife 0 Forfar Athletic 1 
McLauchlan 81 PWDLF AW DULF A Ps 
Livingston 1 IC Thistle 2 Alloa 36 13 1 4 42 19 1 3 4 36 20 76 
Graham 47 Stewart 34 Arbroath -36-«WL:sS*‘S:Sia2 A D3 6H 1B 
Sheerin 74 - 
Queen Of The South 1 Stenhousemuir 0 RossCity 36 10 4 4 41 2 9 6 3 30 16 67 
Bryce 7 EStirling 36 11 3 4 30 16 6 3 9 20 32 57 
Berwick 36 5 8 5 2% 27 5 4 9 19 28 42 
FINAL TABLE Albion 369 3 6 35 4% 4 2 12 25 48 44 
Queen’sPk 36 5 3 10 20 33 5 8 5 2 2 dl 
P WD LF AWODLF A Pts Montrose 36 5 4 9 2 35 5 4 9 28 45 38 
Stranraer. -36-«10 3S «3B ZB 4 6 24 22 61 Cowdenbeath 36 6 2 10 15 2% 6 0 12 17 32 35 
Clydebank 36 7 6 5 21 17 9 6 3 27 14 60 Dumbarton 36 2 5 11 16 29 5 5 8 2% 32 31 
sacs Promoted: Alloa Athletic & Arbroath 
Livingston 36 9 5 4 32 21 7 6 5 24 19 59 
QueenSth 36 9 5 4 2 19 6 4 8 32 32 54 
Caledonian 36 7 7 4 31 21 6 3 9 34 30 49 
EatFife 36 7 2 9 7 4 7 4 7 4 25 4 
Forfar 36 6 4 8 2B 3 6 6 6 2B 31 46 
Clyde 3065 7283 47719 9 2 


HEARTS WARMING UP FOR 


FINAL SHOWDOWN 


Hearts 2 Dunfermline 0 
Adams 22, Holmes 83 


HA may well look back on this sea- 
son as a case of what might have 
been, as well as what might yet be, with 
this weekend’s Cup Final looming large 
in their thoughts, 

And having seen the Old Firm throw 
away points with careless abandon it is not 
an unlikely suggestion that they could still 
have been challenging for the title had it not 
been for an indifferent run of results in 
April. 

Despite this it will go down in the Gorgie 
annals as a successful season, even more so 
if silverware can be lifted at Celtic Park. 

With this in mind manager Jim Jefferies 
decided to rest Stefano Salvatori, Paul 
Ritchie and Colin Cameron, and while all 
three would expect to return this week, the 
suspended Jim Hamilton could find himself 
having to settle for a place on the subsitutes” 
bench such as the performance of veteran 
striker John Robertson and perhaps his final 
Hearts appearance at Tynecastle, 


Dunfermline went into the game on the 


AT TYNECASTLE? 


back of a five match unbeaten run which 
secured their Premier status a couple of 
weeks ago, and were also boosted by the 
knowledge that they were the only side out 
with the Old Firm to have beaten Hearts 
twice this season. 

‘And the opening five minutes drew a 
blitz from the Fifers which showed the best 
and worst sides of keeper Gilles Rousset. 

‘The Frenchman was nowhere to be seen 
with barely 90 seconds on the clock when 
Greg Shields’ cross was met on the volley at 
the back post by Andy Smith and only the 
intervention of David Weir on the line pre- 
vented the opener. 

But two minutes later the big keeper 
redeemed himself with two excellent saves. 

The first was from a looping Craig 
Treland header that looked as if it was dip- 
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ping just under the crossbar, the second was 
a spectacular dive to turn away Gerry 
Britton’s effort from six yards. 

Having weathered the brief storm, Hearts 
began to assert their authority, and a mea- 
sured pass from Robertson set free Neil 
McCann whose shot was a decent height for 
Tan Westwater to beat away. 

But there was little hope for the Pars 
keeper when Hearts broke the deadlock in 
the 22nd minute. 

Weir was the architect racing from the 
edge of his penalty area to the opposite end 
of the park and his pass set up Stephane 
Adam, who calmly slotted the ball past 
Westwater to score his 11th goal of the sea- 
son. 

Minutes later only the woodwork pre- 
vented another, Thomas Flogel heading 


KOBERTSON’S FINAL APPEARANCE 


against the of the bar after yet another 
superb Robertson cross. 

But after the interval Dunfermline came 
right back into the game and Smith, Richard 
‘Huxford and Britton all came close to bring- 
ing the Pars level although having intercept- 
ed a poor Rousset clearance the latter 
should have done better than merely shoot 
straight into his arms, 

And they were punished when Hearts 
scored a second seven minutes from time. 

This time Gary Naysmith was the 
provider, surging at the Pars’ defence and 
setting up substitute Derek Holmes who 
scored his first goal for the first team with 
his first touch after coming on. 

You get the impression they won't find it 
as comfortable come the weekend in the 
Cup Final, 


EE=ncianp/ Scortianp 


ORTS 


a 


Premier League 


ASTON VILLA 1 ARSENAL 0 

‘Arsene Wenger is not too 
concerned that his Arsenal team will 
go into Saturday's FA Cup Final 
against Neweastle on the back of 
Successive Premiership defeats by 
Liverpool and Villa, 

The champions - and David 
Scaman in particular - were dumped on 
their backsides at Villa Park by the 
sheer arrogance of Dwight Yorke. The 
striker, leading marksman for the past 
thee years, scored one ofthe cheekiest 
goals of the campaign when he 
‘converted a 37th-minute penalty. 

He had been hauled back in the 
area by Gills Grimandi, and when he 
Stepped up to take the kick he merely 
chipped it tantalisingly over the line, 
‘ight in the middle of the goal, with 
Seaman already commitied with his 
dive this left, 

Te-was enough to give Villa victory, 
although not the UEFA Cup place they 
‘were hoping for. Now they must wait 
to see if Chelsea ean do them a favour 
by winning the Cup-winners Cup 
against Stuttgart tomorrow. 

If Chelsea are successful, Villa will 
take their UEFA Cup spot, But if not, 
then it's the nterToto Cup for Vill 

‘Suocess came despite having Ugo 
Ehiogu sent-off midway through the 
first-half. The centre back, booked 
after eight minutes for 4 foul on Mare 
Overmars, was showin the red card by 
Tring referee Graham Poll for a tackle 
from behind on lan Wright. 

Even against 10 men, Arsenal 
failed to display the character und 
commitment that hud cared them to 
the tite in such a positive way. 


Wright and Nicolas Anelka rarely 
troubled the Villa defence and their 
best seoring opportunity fell to 
Emmanuel Petit, who hit the foot of a 


post with a 15-yard shot in the 73nd 
minute, 

Wright, eager to convince manager 
Wenger that he should be in the 
starting line-up at Wembley on 
Saturday, showed plenty of enthusiasm 
but his only ‘reward’ was a booking on 
the hour for a late tackle on Femando 
Nelson. 

Patrick Vieira and Pett struggled to 
Stamp their authority in a midfield in 
Which 17-year-old Gareth Barry was 
‘outstanding fr Vila, 

Bary, the club's youth team player 
of the year, was making his full debut 
and showed no nerves but enormous 
skill and such illustrious 
‘company. 

But the tre Villa star was Yorke, 
‘whose 16th goal of the season was as 
breathtaking as any he is ever likely to 
score, 

Wenger sai afterwards: “I think 
David Seaman was smiling, but that 
didn’t mean he was happy.” 

Trinidad and Tobago hit-man 
Yorke, with his normal Caribbean 
smile, suis “I had nothing to lose. t's 
difficult to know what to do when 
‘you're trying to beat England's No, 1 
‘Keeper. 

“He's such 1 big guy so, as I picked 
‘up the ball forthe spot-kick, I made up 
‘my mind to ty and beat him with the 
chip sot. 

“T knew if it came off it would be 
brilliant but, if not, I'd have to face the 
consequences, Fortunately for me it did 
come off. 1 just tried to stay as cool as 
possible. I didn’t have any nerves 
because I've been playing at this level 
for quite w long time now. These are 
the occasions you dream of. A full 
house, playing against the champions - 
it was the perect time and place to try 
Something abit special.” 

Wenger said: “We wanted to win 
this game but Aston Villa were 
fighting for a place in Europe and 


‘maybe that was the difference between 
the teams. 

“They were committed, but I could 
sense that some of my players had the 
FA Cup on their minds and were not 
100 per cent committed in some 
important areas. But all credit to Vills, 
they made things hard for us, even with 
10:men.” 

Lee Dixon was rested because of a 
‘small ankle problem’ according to the 
Arsenal manager but the defender 
‘should be fit for Wembley. 

Dennis Bergkamp, though, remains 
the major cause for concern, Wenger 
confirmed: “His chances of making the 
Final are really small.” 

Even though veteran striker Wright 
has played only a couple of times - and 
taken a knock in each - after along lay- 
off, Wenger believes he will be ready 
to play a part in England's World Cup 
campaign. 

“If he hadn't played these games 
then I think he'd have been too short 
for the World Cup. But the tournament 
is still four weeks away and there is 
still enough time for his to find his 
sharpness,” said Wenger. 

“We have lost two in a row, I'm 
just hoping it won't be three, We were 
beaten by Liverpool because we were 
too relaxed after what we had 
achieved, 

“Against Villa we were beaten 
because our minds were not 100 per 
cent there, But Ihave to say over the 
past four months my team have been 
remarkable. They picked up 48 points 
from 18 game, and that is fantastic 

“Now we must try to finish the 
season on a high on Saturday.” 


BARNSLEY 0 MANU = 2 

‘The Barnsley fans who did a balf- 
Monty by dancing in the rain were 
given a last memory to take with them 
as they said goodbye 10 the 
Premiership. For amid the surreal 
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Oakwell atmosphere, Alex Ferguson 
allowed them a glimpse of the 
Manchester United ofthe future. 

‘The shape of things to come may 
be shrouded in doubt for Barnsley as 
they return to the Nationwide First 
sion but those supporters who 
stripped off, can put their shirts on the 
emergence of most, if not all, of the 
ambitious young men who were put 
‘out on parade by the Old Trafford 
manager. 

Defenders Wes Brown, Michael 
Clegg, John Curtis and Dan 
Higginbothom, along with midfielder 
Phillip Mulryne, displayed efficiency, 
expertise and in Mulryne’s case, true 
enterprise as they staked their 
respective claims. The Yorkshire fans 
held their end-of-season party defiantly 
despite the disappointment of their 
‘irtation with the big time, 

Ferguson's latest crop of 19 and 20- 
year-olds refused to join in the fun and 
frolies that surrounded them. Instead, 
they made sure earnestly that after 
‘Andy Cole had collected his 25th goal 
of the season in the fifth minute, they 
would make their collective mark, just 
as players like Ryan Giggs, Nicky 
Butt, David Beckham and the Neville 
brothers did before them 

Cole was allowed to turnin the box 
by Scott Jones and the United striker 
issued a reminder of his poaching 
prowess to Glenn Hoddle with a 
thumping finish. 

It took the deposed Premiership 
champions until the 76th minute 10 
finish off Barnsley, roared on 
constantly by the 18,000 fans 
determined to turn a wake into a 
carnival. Curtis clipped the ball 
forward for Butt to thread into the box 
and Teddy Sheringham beat 
goalkeeper David Watson adroitly 
from close range. 

Ferguson, while continuing to look 
for more expensive imports, said: 


ers and tears fr 


have a good structure at this club so we 
don't need to concern ourselves with 
palling rabbits out ofthe bat, We have 
finished top scorers in every league the 
club has been involved in this season 
which says a lot about Manchester 
United 

His counterpart Danny Wilson said: 
“Once again, we showed lack of 
‘experience and concentration at the 
‘back - which is what we have done all 
season, Now I will bring in a bit of 
‘extra experience because we need it. It 
I be tougher to return even than 
‘when we came up a year ago. Because 
of where we have been, we will not be 
considered underdogs any more.’ 


BLACKBURN 1 N/CASTLE 0 

Newcastle United are embroiled in 
another trial by TV after David Batty 
was sent off for the third time this 
season. 

‘The unwanted attention that has 
followed team-mate Alan Shearer 
around since last weekend's incident 
with Leicester's Neil Lennon now 
‘switches to another of England's main 
men for France 98. 

While Batty went for what 
‘appeared to be a senseless punch on the 
back of Garry Flitcroft’s head, it was 
‘Chris Sutton - continually ignored by 
England manager Glenn Hodale - who 
kept his head to rescue Blackburn's 
flagging season and fire them into 
Europe. 

It appeared for long spells that the 
only fireworks would be those at the 
pre-match entertainment, 

‘Suddenly, after 65 minutes of a 
lume affair, the on-pitch blue touch 
paper was lit when Batty and Fltcroft 
locked horns close to the touch-line, 
Alter the erunching collision Batty 
lashed out and, although it wasn't 
exactly a punch from hell, it was 
delivered right in front of referee 
David Elleray. 


His third red card of the season ~ 
following dismissals against Aston 
Villa and Derby - was inevitable. It 
aso appeared thet, after the red card 
was brandished towards him, Batty 
pushed referee Elleay. 

The abrasive midfielder faces a 
five-match ban at the beginning of next 
season - the punishment for three 
sendings-off in a campaign + but 
manager Kenny Dalglish is ready to 
put up a fight. 

He said: “I asked through an FA. 
official why he had been sent off, The 
referee said it was for striking an 
‘opponent. I asked tha, if Batty hadn't 
in fact struck an opponent, would he 
withdraw it? He said he would. We 
‘now await the video evidence. If David 
Batty is as good as his word, then he 
Will be let off. If he did touch him, he 
will be punished.” 

While recriminations again 
surround Newcastle, it was a glorious 
finale for Blackbur - thanks to Sutton, 

Rovers left it until two minutes 
from the end to claim their UEFA Cup 
slot, Seven defeats in 10 games had left 
their continental ambitions on a knife 
edge, But, when they were awarded a 
direct free-kick just outside the box, 
there was only one player to tke it. 

Sutton blasted home his 18th 

Premiership goal of the season for a 
thind share with Liverpool's Michael 
‘Owen and Coventry's Dion Dublin for 
the Golden Shoe as the League's top 
scorer. 
Rovers boss Roy Hodgson 
admitted: “We've got into Europe the 
hard way. We have hobbled there on 
one foot. But I'm delighted for 
‘everyone that we're there.” 

The club's benefactor Jack Walker 
added: “Chris Sutton is the most 
unselfish person at the club, We all 
Know he should be playing for 
England.” 

Football observers know that he 
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won't. It also seems that more 
headlines are going to surround two of 
England’s main men, Shearer and 
Batty, before a ball is kicked in France 
next month, 


CHELSEA 2 BOLTON 0 

It was not to be. After Gianluca 
Vialli' fist goal, Jody Morris added « 
second and the hush that descended on 
the Bridge was both in respect for 
Boltgn and a requiem for all their 
courageous effors, 

Wanderers manager Colin Todd, 
the most animated of men on the 
touchline this sexson, concealed a 
broken heart anda spirit that must have 
been sorely abused, To'be relegated on 
goal-difference was the cruellest cut of 
alk; to do so in the very last game an 
indicument that 

Bolton were never quite good 
‘enough, despite alate revival that gave 
false hope to their fans, 

Bolton's travelling supporters gave 
their team marvellous backing. But that 
was never going to be enough, even 
though Chelsea's approach suggested 
Todd's side could cash in against a 
team with one eye very much on 
Wednesday's Cup-winners Cup Final 
in Stockholm against VIB Stutgart. 

Chelsea stroled it for much of the 
match, gearing themselves up 
sufficiently to evoke a response from 
the teraces but never getting anywhere 
near the level that for so long had seen 
them as Championship contenders, 

Todd, always a courageous man, 
has lived this season on the outskirts of 
a miracle, believing that something 
‘was possible, perhaps even when he 
knew his side lucked genuine 
Premiership calibre, 

He was a dervish in the dug-out as 
Bolton came close without really 
Suggesting they might prise open the 
escape hatch o safety, 

i didn't seem to matter much to 
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Chelsea, who didn’t exactly ly around 
in a fury of commitment. Sadly for 
Todd, Bolton were not able to take 
advantage, not able to get among a 
Chelsea side who played it carefully 
and with such composure one might 
have thought it was a pre-season 
friendly, 

Nathan Blake had an early effort 
‘Stved and John Sheridan also tested Ed 
‘De Goey, But it was not until the half- 
hour that Bolton produced an effort that 
on a less ill-fated occasion might have 
brought a goal, 

Per Frandsen ran through the 
Chelsea defence and produced an effort 
that Dennis Wise somehow hacked 
away to safety. It was then that Todd 
‘must have realised it was never going 
to he Bolton's day. 

But it was not until the 73rd minute 
that Chelsea imposed themselves on the 
game, with player-manager Vialli 
shooting home for his 19th goal of the 
season, Morris’ second in the dying 
‘minutes finally confirmed Chelsea's 
superiority, even though at the time 
Bolton were temporarily galvanised by 
news from Goodison that Coventry had 
one level. 

Vialli shot wide as if to underline 
‘Chelsea's total control and Bolton 
never again got anywhere near the 
ind of football that might save them, 

Viall said: “I have a lot of pty for 
Bolton. While we were running round 
the pitch showing the fans our Coca- 
Cola Cup trophy, 1 knew full well that 
back in the dressing room, the Bolton 
players were crying their eyes out 

“But we had 10 doit, we had to win 
and all T can say is we wish them good 
luck for next season, 

“Now we go on to perhaps the 
biggest match in Chelsea's history. We 
have no more injuries and I think 
Gitnfranco Zola willbe fit on Monday 
to join in general training with the team 
‘once agai.” 

11 is expected that Zola will at the 
least haye « place on the bench, with 
Chelsea fielding their strongest side as 
they seek to finish the season by adding 
another trophy to further establish 
Vialli as Chelsea's pin-up manager 
who ean do.no wrong, 

‘Meanwhile, it's goodbye to a nice 
team and a very nice manger. Sadly, 
You get nothing in tife for being that 
w 


just heartbreak — and 
Aisappoiniment, 
C PALACE 1 SHEPWED 0 


Crystal Palace's Jong suffering 
supporters were treated to a glimpse of 
their elub's possible route back to the 
Premiership. Teenager Clinton 
Morrison celebrated his 1th binthday 
four days early with an injury-time 
debut goul that clinched Palace's 
second only home win of the season, 

The hotchpotch of a Sethurst Park 
campaign that ended in relegation to 
the Nationwid League could not have 
been better summed up than by 
Morrison's lastgasp goal, 

It was high-priced foreign talent 
combined with homegrown ability. 

Altilio Lombardo, the lalian who 
will Forever be held in esteem at 
Selhurst Park ~ no matter where he ends 
up next season - chased a lost cause 
into the Wednesday box. 

Wednesday keeper Kevin Pressman 
inexplicably dropped the ball at 
Lombardo's feet, leaving Morrison, on 
the pitch for just six minutes, to turn 
the ball into goal, “That's Attilio all 
‘over,’ said Palace caretaker boss Brian 
Sparrow. 

“To keep chasing inthe 90h minute 
of the final game of the season is 
typical of the man. We don’t know at 
this stage what Attilio's future wil be, 
Butt needs to be decided quickly, 

“L was delighted for Clinton, He's a 
great lad, always chirpy around the 
dressing room and I'm sure he'll still 
be talking about the goa! next season.” 

Palace were well worth their 
farewell victory, Prior to his blooper, 
Pressman produced a string of fine 
saves and Neil Shipperley somehow 
contrived to send a second-half header 
wide. 

Wednesday played as if they were 
already on the beach in Magaluf, 
Disappointed manager Ron Atkinson 
‘clearly felt the season ended at the final 
Whistle by refusing to attend the post- 


‘match press conference. 
DERBY 1 LIVERPOOL 0 
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Derby finally broke free of the 
stranglehold in which Liverpool have 
gripped them since the late 1970s but 
Paulo Wanchope’s second-half header 
could not force open the door to 
Europe, 

‘The Costa Rican’s 17th goal of the 
season secured Derby's first win over 
Liverpool for two decades but results 
elsewhere denied Jim Smith’s team a 
UEFA Cup place, 

Liverpool's participation in that 
‘competition was already assured and 
with seven first-team regulars missing - 
including Paul Ince, Jamie Redknapp 
‘and Oyvind Leonhardsen - the midfield 
lacked the creativity to provide Michael 
Owen and Karlheinz Riedle with a 
quality service, 

‘Owen had only one real chance, a 
flashing right-foot shot that skimmed 
inches wide in the 37th minate after he 
turned Jacob Laursen, and the England 
striker’s frustration boiled over in the 
second half when he kicked the ball 
int the crowd, after it had run out of 
play, and was booked. 

By contrast, Derby had enough 
chances to have won in greater comfort 
‘as Wanchope and Francesco Baiano 
tormented a defence that Roy Evans 
‘must strengthen this summer. 

Brad Friedel produced reflex saves 
to deny Baiano and Lars Bohinen as 
Derby swarmed all over Liverpool, 
While Dean Sturidge blazed wastefully 
‘over in the sixth minute after being set 
up by Wanchope. 

Patrik Berger should have punished 
Derby when Stig Bjornebye found him 
unmarked 10 yards out just after the 
break but he shot straight at Mart Pom 
before the pattem ofthe first half was 
repeated and Derby again laid siege to 
Friede!'s goal 

Wanchope and Sturridge both had 
excellent chances before the pressure 
finally told in the 63rd minute when 
Derby forced a flurry of corners. 
Baiano floated the ballin from the right 
‘and Wanchope demonstrated the agility 
that carned him n basketball 
scholarship in the United States by 
Jeaping to send a downward header 
under Friede!'s body, 

Liverpool had few opportunities 10 
draw loyel, although Berger gave the 
hhome fans a late scare when he drove a 
shot narrowly wide in the closing 
minutes, 

For Liverpool, third place is not 

quite the triumph it would be for lesser 
clubs, as Evans accepted after the 
game. 
“This is the highest we have 
finished for quite a long period and to 
Bet into Europe and come third is no 
‘mean achievement,” he sid, “The only 
difference isthe history of Liverpool 
Football Cub.” 


EVERTON 1 COVENTRY 1 

By the end of the afternoon, 
Everton's players and fans had torn 
lumps out of the Coventry players and 
the Goodison pitch, while the theory 
that Bolton would survive by Chelsea 
rolling over and playing possum had 
been shot full of oles. 

Eyerton were safe but only after & 
couple of hours of complete mayhem. 

The referee allowed Gordon 
‘Strachan’s players to be treated like 
rag-dolls; left-footed Gareth Farrelly, 
Scored a blinding right-foot goal; and 
Everton missed a penalty before 
avoiding relegation by virtue of 
‘Bolton's defeat at Stamford Bridge and 
‘superior goal difference of five, 

Suddenly, the rain was pouring 
down upon a seething mass which 
<danced on the turf in root of the stand 
Tike lunatics taking over the asylum, 

It was one ofthe most extraordinary 
Sights in English football for an awfully 
long time and the noise which greeted 
the entry of the gladiators, Gianluca 
Vialli's goal for Chelsea and the 
referee’s final whistle was ea-spliting. 

Farrelly's seventh-minute goal was 
created by one of the heroes of the 
afternoon, Duncan Ferguson, but 
neither Dave Watson nor Nick Barmby 
will have done better work all season. 

For the fourth time in five years, 
Everton fited with relegation but gave 
ithe kiss-off tthe vit moment. 

‘Laudable though their approach to a 
do-or-die occasion, their firebrand 
football merely underlined how badly 
they had fet themselves down during 
the rest of the season. 

Instead of the paper-thin, pallid 
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stuff which had left their relegation in 
the hands of another team, Bolton, the 
Way Everton played scared the living 
daylights out of Coventry. 

‘The impression lingers that they 
still need the kind of shock which 
relegation and a season out of the good 
life can bring. Everton, with 44 years 
unbroken in the top league, are not a 
‘Premiership club” by right. 

They possess 2 wonderful, 
atmospheric stadium, an outrageously 
loyal and vocal support and were FA. 
Cup winners only three seasons ago, 

Whether it is the board or the 
management which has foundered 
because of complacency is a complex 
question but beneath the ugly exterior 
lies some handsome facts. 

It was a case of ‘women and 
children first’, not because the rats 
Were about to desert the sinking ship, 
but as the Everton ladies paraded their 
championship trophy and Everton's 
Youth team waltzed around the park 
with their FA Cup. 

‘They showed that this footballing 
‘community is full of vitality rather than 
the decay associated with decline, 

This weak Everton side has some 
valuable players in Duncan Ferguson, 
‘Thomes Myhre, Nick Bammby, Slaven 
Bilic and Don Hutchison. The difficult 
season hasalso unearthed Danny 
Cadamarteri, Michael Ball, Richard 
Dunne and John Oster who possess real 
promise, 

The evidence indicates that either 
the amount of money available to the 
manager has been insuficent to make 
the squad competitive or he has 
misused it, Medical opinion would 
diagnose thatthe patient feels a bit run 
down by stress and often looks listless - 
‘but the vital signs are healthy, 

Nothing like abit of electr-shock 
therapy to get them going again. From 
the very first minute, when Dave 
Watson went through Darren 
Huckerby, no-one could have failed to 
‘miss the sna in the Mersey air. 

This was about survival and the 
barbed-wire attitude certainly made 
Coventry how! with pain. Every ball 
was a prisoner, Elbows were used, 
shoulder charges became the norm and 
by the time Strachan removed 
Huckerby with 22 minutes left you 
knew it was for the elongation of the 
Coventry player's career. 

The same side which humiliated 
themselves with an insipid surender at 
Highbury last week simply applied 
methods which were nasty, brutish and 
which worked. 

That no-one was sent off was 
nothing short of miraculous, or 
mismanagement by the referee, poor 
old soul, who seemed to be 
overwhelmed, 

Paul Alcock ignored a clear foul by 
Watson on Dion Dublin in the box, 
{gave disputed penalty to Everton and 
then missed a confrontation between 
Paul Telfer and Ferguson which 
brought Viv Busby running onto the 
pitch from the bench to intervene, 

Strachan was so utterly livid at the 
treatment his players received, and their 
willingness to be hustled, that at one 
stage he hurled his notepad and pen 
‘onto the pitch in fury. 

When, at the start of the second 
half, the French striker Michael Madar 
flounced about for an instant or two. 
when he felt he was fouled, Howard 
Kendall's fury was scary to behold and 
the short, jerking gesture he made with 
his thumb was unmistakable - get that 
quite off 

It was Madar's replacement, 
‘Cadamarteri, who earned the penalty 
with five minutes remaining even 
though Paul Williams appeared to 
reach the ball fist. Both Wiliams and 
Dublin were booked for protesting but 
Magnus Hedman. tipped away 
Bamnby's decent effon. 

Dublin's equaliser with 100 seconds 
left caused veins to throb in people's 
foreheads around the stadium, 

But news soon filtered north of 
Chelsea's victory and Everton were 
sae, Whether this reprieve proves to be 
genuinely in the best interests of the 
club, despite the blessed relief it meant 
to almost 40,000 rain-sodden lunatics, 
remains to be seen. 

Something is drastically wrong 
when such 2 passionate, vibrant giant 
of English football sinks so low. The 
future depends on finding what that is 
and rooting it out. Or it will be same 


time, same place next year - heaven 
forbid. 

Inthe end, the sad, strained faces of 
Bolton told their own story as a 38- 
game season ended in abject 
disappointment on the very last day. 
When the final whistle shrilled over 
Stamford Bridge, the Bolton players 
Virtually knew 

It was no big surprise they were 
relegated to the First Division from 
Whence they came last season 4s the 
bush telegraph had relayed its deadly 
message from Goodison Park. 

When Coventry equalised so close 
to the end, the little enclave of 
travelling Bolton fans exploded in 
delight. Perhaps, afterall, they could 
escape, If only -ifonly... 


LEEDS 1 WIMBLEDON 1 
Leeds United wanted a party to 
celebrate their return to European 
competition but it tured into more of a 
testimony wo Wimbledon’s 
Premiership-staying power, 

Manager George Graham 
commiserated with the 38,000 crowd 
after this dreary deadlock and 
‘emphasised that strengthening his 
‘squad is a must if Leeds are to make 
progress inthe UEFA Cup. 

Goalkeeper Nigel Marya, hoping to 
40 0 France with England next month, 
was roundly blamed by Graham for 
Wimbledon’s late equaliser. The keeper 
failed to cut out Alan Kimble's 89th- 
minute cross and substitute Efan Ekoku 
produced a prodigious leap to punish 
tim. 

It may not haye done much for 
Manyn's World Cup prospects but it 
could helpielp it could eam Ekoku a 
late call-up tofor Nigeria's squad after 
being out injured in recent weeks. 

It was a forlorn finale for striker 
Rod Wallace, the last survivor of the 
Leeds 1992 title-winning team, who 
will be leaving as a free agent this 
summer 

Amid the Leeds depression, 
Wimbledon again displayed the 
resilience that has kept them inthe top 
flight for 13 years. 

‘Manager Joe Kinnear said: “Even 
Barnsley have spent twice as much 
money as us this year so it’s a feat to 
say up. To finish level with Tottenham 
and Newcastle is a real achievement. 
Probably, the Leeds substitutes beach 
today was more expensive than our 
‘entire squad.” 

He paid tribute to Ekoku, saying: 
“I's great to see Chief back, but he's 
only had 20 minutes since December.” 

Graham, whose side had taken @ 
fortuitous lead eight minutes before 
Exoku’s equaliser, sai: “We wanted to 
finish with a win but games against 
Wimbledon are usually scrappy. It was 
probably a fair result. You can’t 
legislate for a mistake by the 
oulkeeper and I felt for the crowd - it 
was not a game to be enjoyed.” 

Infact, the Leeds performance only 
served to underline Graham's 
admission that his side have surpassed 
realistic expectations. He said: “We 
need more players - it's as simple as 
ai 

Tk.was appropriate that Leeds, for all 
their persistence and pressure in the 
second half, could only score in 
haphazard fashion. Brian McAllister's 
attempted clearance cannoned off Alf 
Inge-Haaland and rebounded past a 
startled Neil Sullivan, who had earlier 
made saves from Wallace and Lee 
Bowyer. 

Only top marksman Jimmy Floyd 
Hasseilbaink looked like breaking 
through until Haaland’s good fortune 
‘produced an eventful finale. 


TOTTENHAM 1 SOTON 1 

Gary Mabbutt stole the limelight 
from Jurgen Klinsmana as Tottenham's 
turbulent season ended in party mood, 

The fans who came to salute the 
Germany striker found themselves 
caught up in the hysteria of nostalgic 
farewells for long-serving club captain 
Mabbut. 

Even Klinsmann acknowledged the 
situation, leaving the pitch to allow 
substitute Mabbutt one final post-match 
bow after bringing the curtain down on 
a Tottenham career involving 620 
appearances in 16 yeas. 

“I'm especially pleased I was here 
to experience the great reception for 
Gary,” said Klinsmann, ‘He has always 
been my friend and helped me settle 
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‘when I first came to Tottenham. It was 
right he received the greatest ovation. 
For myself, I want to play on another 
two years and America might be one 
option.” 

‘Reports at the weekend linked him 
with Sheffield Wednesday but he said: 
“Idon't know snything about it.” 

Coach Christian Gross prefered to 
concentrate on paying tribute 10 
Mabbutt, rather than the departing 
Klinsmana. He said: “Gary deserved 
his 10 minutes as substitute and I'm 
Gelighted he had his moment in front of 
the fans 

We will miss Jurgen's goals but we 
‘must look to the future. When I 100k 
‘over the team was in fre fall and it was 
difficult to stop. Next season we must 
do much bette. Our main aim cannot 
be justo survive 

David Howells and Dean Austin are 
also due to leave White Hart Lane as 
Gross attempts to rebuild a club 
capable of challenging for honours, 

Klinsmann made that possible with 
his four face-saving goals at 
Wimbledon last week and ended his 
second Spurs spell io fitting style with 
a 2Tth-mi 


prospects of joining Klinsmann at 
France 98 received another boost. The 
Channel Islander sent another signal to 
Glenn Hoddle when be hammered in a 
free kick for his 11th goal in the last 12 
games. 


WESTHAM 4 LEICESTER 3 

West Ham and Leicester provided 
enough entertainment to grace any 
European stage but both missed out on 
a UEFA Cup spot afer a gripping win 
for Harry Redknapp's Hammers, 

They should be happy with the 
season which has seen them finish far 
higher than even the most ardent East 
Londoner could have wished but have 
only themselves to blame for failing 10 
qualify for Europe by a fraction 
following a disappointing draw at 
Crystal Palace in midweek and a 
thumping defeat by Southampton last 
weekend, 

Of more serious concern to 
Redknapp will be the collapsing form 
of a defence which conceded 15 goals 
in their last four games and ultimately 
cost them their European prize - but 
this was their highest League finish for 
12 years when they came third in the 
old Firs Division, 

Leicester showed their considerable 
fighting qualities and came charging 
back into the match after going 2-0 
down inside the first half hour and two 
goals by former Hammers hero Tony 
Cottce nearly earned them a point. 

Leicester harboured hope of a 
European place themselves but 
manager Martin O'Neill was satisfied 
with a season which has seen them 
Finish 10th with six more points than 
last year's campaign, 

He said: “The most important thing 
is we've improved from last season. 
We are a better side now and we keep 
possession a lot more than we used to 
1m not disappointed and, in fact, for us 
{0 go into the last game of the season 
with a chance of getting into Europe is 
a tremendous achievement.” 

Redknapp said his players were 
disappointed at missing out on 
European qualification but added that 
their season offers considerable hope 
for next year, 

“We have some great kids here who 
are going to be big players inthe future 
and all our signings have been a 
wonderful success,” he said. ‘I could 
not have asked for more and although 
they were a bit down in the dressing 
oom I told them they had all done 
better than I'd ever hoped for. 

“We haye taken a massive step 
forward this season and although itis 
disappointing to miss out on Europe by 
whisker, I would have settled for 
eighth in the Premiership atthe start of 
this season, 

“L was pleased because T wanted us 
toend on a high note. Tbelieve we have 
‘given fantastic entertainment here and 
‘aly two home defeats all season inthe 
‘League tells its own story. 

“I need to buy because our squad 
‘has not got enough depth but we also 
‘have some fantastic youngsters coming 
through and hopefully next year we can 
goeven beter.” 

Redknapp singled out two-goal 
Samassi Abou for special praise. 


Ts 


“Chelsea haye bought Brian Laudrup 
and can pay him money which puts 
them on a different planet. But with 
Abou he shows great ability for 
someone who cost only $400,000. He 
has not been playing very well lately 
but he came back to form today. His 
first goa, especially, was a beauty.” 

West Ham started the match at a 
blistering pace with skipper Steve 
Lomas, impressive throughout, 
dominating the midfield - and it came 
8s no surprise when they took an early 
lead through Lomas’ midfield partner 
Frank Lampard. 

teenage England B 
international was set up by Eyal 
Berkovic and curled a superb shot 
beyond Kasey Keller from 25 yards for 
his ninth goal of the season, 

Trevor Sinclair was booked just 
before West Ham's second after he fell 
down when clear on goal under a 
heavy challenge from Neil Lennon, 
Referee Uriah Rennie adjudged Sinclair 
had faked a foul and produced the 
yellow card much to the disgust of the 
West Ham follow 

Moments their jeers changed to 
cheers when Abou used his explosive 
-pace to fire the Hammers further ahead, 
Stan Lazardis hit a 50-yard pass over 
Pontus Ksamark and Abou was onto it 
like a lash, rounding Steve Walsh and 
cracking the ball past Keller, 

West Ham nearly went out of sight 
seconds before half-time when 
Lampard struck the inside of a post 
from long range but Leicester started 
the second half much more 


Vialli73 
Morris 90 
Crystal Palace 1 
Morrison 90 

Dery Conny 1 
Wanchope 6: 
Everton 


Farrelly 7 
Leeds United 1 
Haaland 81 

Tottenham Hotspur 1 
Klinsmann 27 


Lampard 15 
‘Abou 31,74 
Sinclair 65 


‘West Ham United 4 


FINAL TABLE 


aggressively and Cottee, only five 
minutes after emerging to thunderous 
applause, pulled a goal back with an 
instinctive finish 

Slack defeading led in Emil Heskey 
Who headed the ball into the penalty 
box and as defenders and goalkeeper 
Bernard Lama hesitated the 34-year-old 
‘Striker nipped in t© score. 

Sinclair, 2 buge hit at West Ham 
since his January move from Queens 
Park Rangers, then restored the 
Hammers’ two goal cashion with a 
brilliant overhead kick from close 
range seconds afer be had seen his shot 
cleared off the lime by veteran Ian 
Marshall. 

Two minutes later Heskey scored 
only his thid away goal of the season 
‘to make it 3-2 and more chances fell at 


responsiblity, 
With 17 minutes to go the Upton 
Park faithful most have thought it 


would be pin sling from there 
after Abou scored his second 
another blistering finish. Laza 
played a delightfal one-two with 
Lampard and then seat the Eall to the 
West Ham cult hero who Blasted a into 
the roof of the net for his fifth Premier 
League goal in 12 games since making 
his debut in November. 

Just as Hammers thoaght they could 
breathe more casly, Cotter again stole 
in to score from close range and is 
closing in on 200 goals in a glitering 
‘eareet which started at Upton Park 17 
‘years ago, 


Cole 5 
Sheringham 67 
‘Newcastle United 


Bolton Wanderers 


Sheffield Wednesday 0 


Liverpool 0 


Coventry City 1 
Dublin 89 

Wimbledon 1 
Ekoku 88 

Southampton 1 
Le Tissier 21 

Leicester City 3 
Cotter $9,83 

Heskey 66 


WDLFAWD L F APs 

ARSENAL B22 80 8 7 4 8 2B 
Man Utd BB42 429 0 4 5 2 1777 
Liverpool 31324 216 S 9 5 2% 2665 
Chelsea 8124 3714 7 1 YH 2963 
Leeds 39 55 3121 8 3 8 26 2559 
Blackbum 3B 4 4 02% 5 6 8 17 2658 
AVilla 3937 6M 8 3 8 B 257 
‘West Ham 3813.4 2 4018 3 4 12 16 39 56 
Derby 3123-4 3318 4 4 19 3155 
Leicester 386 103 215 7 4 & 30 2653 
Coventry 3892 61 4 7 8 mM 2 
Soton 31018 BB 4 5 10 2 3248 
Newcastle 3856 2M 3 6 1 m4 
Tottenham 387 8 4 2302 4 3 12 21 34 4g 
Wimbledon 385 6 8 182 5 8 6 16 24d 
Sheff Wed 955 30% 3 3 18 2 41 44 
Everton 757327 2 8 9 16 2 40 
84 32 265 39 40 

48 635 3 1 15 12 4735 

512.1539 6 4 9 2B 3233 


Relegated: Bolton, Barnsley, Crystal Palace 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


(® ABSW 
GERMANY P WDL F APs and will be replaced by second division Twente 34 11 1013 41 42 43 
ttendance records were shattered in OlVmplakos 32.28 1 3 85.2485 champions AZ Alkimaarnext season. Utrecht M13 4 1756 4 3 
the German first division this season Panathinaikos 32 26 7 4 582979 Sixth-placed Heerenveen have one last Graafschap 34 11 9 14 45.49 42 
vithanoce than 10 million spectator: SABE 32 21 7 4 582970 chance of clinching a place in Europe ifthey NACBreda 34 12 6 16 41 49 42 
siteading-the’games fir the rat time. PAOK 32 20 7 5 69 40.67 win their Dutch Cup play-off on May 14 in Sparta 34 10 11 13 50 59 41 
singe the Bandesiga ariel 1963, Tonikos 32 17 7 8 43 2958 Zwolle against Twente Enschede. Both Roda JC 34 10 8 16 44 45.38 
‘A record 394024 fans tumed up for the kis 32 13 9 10 44 40 48 teams were semi-final losers but finalists Maastricht 34 9 5 20 35 75 32 
fuel nine mathe Langage caene OTe 32 14 3 15 43 5245 Ajax Amsterdam, the league champions, Waalwijk 34 8 7 1948 7131 
total to 10,009,529, The everaze per match anthi 32 12 6 14 49 50 42 and PSV Eindhoven, who finished second in Groningen 34-7 «10 17 42 65 31 
this season is 32,375, up from 49.67 last Veria 32 11 6 15 36 4539 the league, have already qualified for next. Volendam 34-56 23 3310221 
ee : t Paniliakos 32: 9-9 14 41 4636 season's European Cup. Champion: Ajax Amsterdam 
ae - Apollon 32 10 6 16 34 4536 PSV went down 3-0 at Twente Eschede Relegated: Volendam 
Se dead Bee ga Der Late amet ious P52 109518 SOLSTS3Ds = atthe oeeatebeimih ate ieee eae 
eM Panahaiki «32-9 5 18 28 55 32 new 13,500-seater Arke stadium, Coach _ Play-offs: Groningen and RKC Waalwijk 
Proodeftiki 32: 8 7 17 32 5631 Dick Advocaat, who departs at the end of play off against six second division sides for 
GREECE Kavala 32 8 5 19 3457 29 the season for Scottish giants Glasgow two places in first division. 

Kalamata 32: 7-8 17.27.47 29 Rangers, rested several key players ahead of Ajax and PSV qualify for European 
ag WE 3 Bihnikos 32 8 3 21255127 — thecup final on May 17. Champions’ League and Vitesse, Feyenoord 
Cine Sy Apel > Athinsikos 326 9 1723.47.27 Champions Ajax lost 2-1 at home to and Willem II qualify for UEFA Cup 
cane 0 Panisixos 7 Champions: Olympiakos Piraeus Utrecht and had defender Mario Melchiot 
‘Athivatkos o aa Mes a sent off in the 66th minute for his second PORTUGAL 
pine = R HOLLAND bookable offence. Melchiot will therefore 
ie res are 3 missthe cop final inRoterdam this week, ite - 
Ethnikos 1 Xanthi Se pa ER seeps Bae Hay Mutt 1 | Ulekoe Nai a eaten 1 Farense 0 
Panahaiki 1 Proodeftki 1 fe UEFA Cup when they beat fs pelt, Vitoria Setubal 1 Chaves 2 
ead iti : ng Sparta Rotterdam 3-0 on te last TWenleEndchede 3 PSV Eindhoven Vira Se ee sas 

day of the Dutch first division season. RodaJC Kerkrade 1 Graafschap = 2 eer = SNE UIE SS 

The win ensured Willem TI finished in Heerenveen 3. RKC Waalwijk 2 ea 7 ee i 
fifth place with 55 points from their 34 NACBreda 4 Volendam eae Pirin: 3) % 

matches, ahead of Heerenveen, who beat Willem Tilburg 3 Sparta Roterdam 0 Varin 0 Lee é 

struggling RKC Waalwijk 3-2, on goal Feyenoord 0 NECNijmegen 1 Sporting Lisbon res dacs 

difference’ Groningen 1 Fortuna Sittard 0 

Willem II joined Vitesse Arnhem and Ajax Amsterdam 1 Utrecht nee Saale ate 

Feyenoord, who finished third and fourth (eto oa ee 

, i Benfica 32 19 8 5 55 26 65 
respectively, as Dutch representatives in the P WOLF APs 

ecm ec ite 34 292 311222 89 Guimaraes 33:16 8 9 40 24-56 

Waalwijk’s defeat meant they will PSV 34 219 4 95 4472 Sporting poe eal Dee 
contest the relegation play-offs against Vitesse 34 217 6 85 48.70 Boavista a pai 
y Maritimo 33 15 8 10 41 33 53, 

second-from-botiom Groningen and six Feyenoord 34 18 7 9 6239 61 Maiti Seay Sete aT 
second division sides with two places in the Willem 11 SAT 418 106 SO ea: SGuige bt iaensias 

Dutch top fight at wake: Heerenveen 34 16 7 11 56 59.55 Sages 33-12 10 11-46 43 

Bottom side Volendam, who finshed 10 Fortuna PA Ra SL a 33 10 12 11 46.49 42 
ints adtif i regen 2 3 10 12 

points adrift, were automatically relegated aymege bea 33 10 8 15 28 45 38 

Campomaiorense 33. 10 7 16 51 57 37 

Setubal 33 10 7 16 37 41 37 

Academica 33-8 11 14 27 41 35 

Farense 33. 7 13.13 40 50 34 

Chaves 33.10 4 1931 55 34 

Varzim 336 11 16 26 50.29 

Belenenses 33 4 9 2021 52.21 
TO SOUTH AMERICA a 

5 Deportivo Coruna 2 Compostela 6 

Real Sociedad 1 Tenerife 1 

Salamanca 1 Mallorea 1 

Real Betis 0 Racing Santander 2 

j Real Zaragoza 0) Valladolid 0 

Merida 0 Athletic Bilbao 0 

Oviedo 3 Cella Vigo I 

Atletico Madrid 5 Barcelona 2 

Espanyol 1 Real Madrid 0 

Valencia 2 Sporting Gijon 2 


P WODL EF APs 
Barcelona 37 23 5 9 77 5274 


Athletic Bilbao 37 16 14 7 Si 42 62 
Real Sociedad 37 15 15 7 59 37 60 
Real Madrid 37 16 12 9 64 43 60 
Mallorca 37 16 12 9 55 38 60 


55 
Real Betis 37 17 8 12 49 49 59 
Atletico Madrid 37 15 12 10 78 56 57 
Celta Vigo 37 16 9 12 52 47 57 
Valencia 37 16 7 14 56 49 55 
Espanyol 37 12 16 9 43 31 52 
Valladolid 37 13 10 14 36 47 49 
Real Zaragoza 37 12 12 13 45 52 48 
Deportivo Coruna37 11 13 13 41 46 46 
Racing Santander 37 12 9 16 44 56 45 
Salamanca 37 11 9 17 42 45 42 


Tenerife 37 10 12 15 41 55 42 
Compostela 3710 11 16 55 66 41 
Oviedo 37 9 13 15 36 50 40 
Merida 37 9 12 16 33 51 39 
Sporting Gijon 37 2 7 28 31 77 12 
SWITZERLAND 

Sion 2 Servette 0 
Luceme 0 Aarau 0 
Lausanne Sports. 4 StGallen 1 
Grasshoppers 2 FC Zurich 1 
P WDL F APs 

Grasshoppers 12 9 1 2 32 1451 
Servette 2561159 41 
FC Zurich 125 5 2 21 1435 
Lausanne Sports 12 3 4 5 11 15 34 
Sion 12.5 3 4 19 1833 
St Gallen 123.45 9 1628 
Aarau 121 4 7 12 2025 
Luceme 2156032 
Points total includes half-points from 


preliminary round 
Grasshoppers win league championship 
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TORINO’S AUSTRALIAN 


See B club Torino are surely one of the more 
progressive clubs in Italy as they search the world 
for talent. 

Although they have spent the last two seasons out of 
the Serie A, they look certain to be promoted back there 
again this year, 

Many would say that this is their rightful position, as 
Torino have generally 
been regarded as one of 
the giants of Italian 
football. 

Those with longer 
memories will recall that 
during the 1950s the 
Ttalian national team 
went through a re- 
building phase, This was 
all linked to Torino’s 
1949 tragedy. 

That year, on their 
return home from a game, their plane, on a foggy 
morning, crashed into the hill at Superga, just outside 
Turin, 

All on board were killed, including their star-studded 
team, which formed the basis of the national side as 
well, In 1999, Torino will remember and commerate this 
tragedy, 50 years on, 

Tn modern days Torino search the world for talent 
and Australia is just one of those places. Recently in 
Melbourne, their Head Talent Scout Gigi Bodi made a 
lightning visit, 

Bodi is a former Serie A player with Napoli, Torino, 
Bologna and Atalanta. These days, Bodi travels the 
world looking for talent to bring back to Turin, 

Last year young Olyroo Kostas Salapasidis, who 
played for Wollongong 
Wolves on loan from 
Adelaide City, spent 40 
days or so in the city of 
‘Turin. 

‘According to Bodi, 
Torino were impressed 
with Salapasidis but 
didn’t sign him initially 
due to internal problems 
at the club. 

Later on when they 
went to sign him, 
Adelaide City had increased the price and Salapasidis 
was out of Torino’s reach, He later returned home to 
Australia, 

Part of Salapasidis’ problem, according to Bodi, was 
what the called the “Viareggio debacle”. The club 
wanted young Salapasidis to play with their youth team 
in Viareggio in February. 

However, Adelaide city stepped in and prevented it, 
obviously not realising the importance of the Coppa 
Carnevale at Viareggio, for teams such as Torino. 

It is precisely because of this very prestigious annual 
tournament in Viareggio, which attracts most of the 
Serie A’s giant clubs, some of the English Premier 
League’s best and the best from Brazil, as to why Bodi 
will be returning to Australia within a month or so. 

For a number of years now. Marconi has been 
Australia’s lone representative at the tournament, And, 
for the last two years Marconi have had to face Torino 
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in their qualifying group. 

It is here that Bodi’s attention was taken by some of 
Marconi’s very talented youth team. Hence, his retum 
down under shortly. 

Torino are also looking at developing nurseries or 
talent schools in Australia, with a longer-term view of 
taking the better players back to Italy. 

‘They propose to set up two or three schools in both 
Brisbane and Perth, and another two or three to be 
shared between Sydney and Melbourne. 

Furthermore, they are also on the lookout for a club 
to become their ‘nursery’ here in Australia. They 
already have similar arrangement with clubs in 
Argentina and Brazil and they are looking to expand. 

So what age groups are of particular interest to 
Torino? Boys born in about the 1978-1979 period and 
who could, within a fairly short period of time, be ready 
to make the big step-up to Italian football, according to 
Bodi. 

“If they work well, there could be some surprises, 
because these players are very good physically. They 
are players that have a certain determination which is 
possibly missing in Europe,” he said. 

“Therefore, if they can put together their 
determination and strength, then we can work on their 
technique,” he concluded, 

‘Names such as Fausto De Amicis (South Melbourne), 
Vince Grella, Simon Colosimo and Mark Bresciano 
(Carlton) have already been mentioned in some sections 
of the Australian media, 

However, rest assured, that both Bodi and Torino 
know exactly what they are looking for. It is the elite, 
and if you are not part of Australia’s footballing cream, 
you need not put your name forward! 

Good luck to Torino in their worldwide talent 
scouting missions, It is good to sec a club spending 
money to send talent scouts to every part of the globe, in 
order to discover today, a champion of tomorrow. 


MORE COMINGS AND 
GOINGS 


oma have targetted Fiorentina’s Argentine 
triker Gabriel Batistuta, He would replace 
fellow countryman Abel Balbo in the capital. 

Should Batistuta decide to stay in Florence — he is 
contractually linked to the club until 2000 — then they 
would look at Parma’s 
Italian international 


Encrico Chiesa. 
It seems Parma will 
lose either Chiesa or fm 

Argentine 


Hernan 
Crespo, or even both. 
Man Utd are said to be 
very interested in|? 
Crespo, [ 

Apparently Crespo 
and Chiesa have had a 
falling out and one thing [if 
is certain, they will not 
play together next year, 

Parma, meanwhile, has secured the services of 
another Argentine; Juan Veron from Sampdoria. He 
should be a valuable acquisition. 


BRESCIA SACK 
COACH 


wi only two rounds remaining and his team 
certain to be relegated, Paolo Ferrario has 
been sacked as coach of Brescia. 

Funny that, I can’t recall Ferrario taking the field this 
Season and contributing to those poor showings! 

The last round of the Serie A will be interesting, 
given there is one team left who will join Lecce and 


(————==—= 


Atalanta v Juventus 
Bologna v Lazio 
Fiorentina v Milan 
Inter v Empoli 


Gabriel Batistuta 


Lecce v Piacenza 
Napoli v Bari 
Parma v Brescia 
Roma v Sampdoria 
Vicenza v Udinese 


REPORTS 


TABLES, 


RESULTS ETC... 


CONTROVERSY 
FOR JUVENTUS 


Juventus’ triumph in the Italian 
championship on Sunday was the 
climax of a season of sweat, struggle 
and no shortage of controversy for 
the Serie A giant. 

Juventus was in impressive pre- 
season form as it overwhelmed 
‘Newcastle United in their centenary 
game last summer, with newly- 
signed Filippo Inzaghi scoring twice 
as it raced into a 3-0 lead at half- 
time. 

It eased up in the second half, 

enabling Colombian Faustino 
Asprilla to score twice for the 
Magpies and make the scoreline 
respectable, But it was a clear signal 
to the rest of Italy of what was to 
come. 
Marcello Lippi's side went on to 
beat Bayern Munich 1-0, again 
thanks to Inzaghi, and Haly’s top 
scorer the previous season with 
Atalanta scored two more as they 
trounced Vicenza 3-0 in the Italian 
Super Cup. 

‘That victory over Vicenza was an 
important indicator for the season 
ahead, and not just because it added 
to Turin trophy room. 

Coming just a few days after 
being roasted 3-1 by AC Milan at 
San Siro in the Berlusconi Trophy, it 
showed that Juventus’ famed ability 
to bounce back from a setback was 
still very much intact. 

Juventus spent the early months 
of the league season tagging along a 
Ronaldo-powered Inter Milan at the 
top of the table, while there was a 
bumpy ride in the European 
Champions League, 

Outplayed as it went down 3-2 to 
Manchester United at Old Trafford, 
Juventus then suffered a shock 2-1 
defeat in late November to 
Feyenoord, Suddenly, the world of 
European football was looking a 
very bleak place. 

Its back to the wall, Juventus had 
to beat United in Turin or face an 
early exit from the competition after 
reaching two finals ina row. 

In the event, Alex Ferguson's 
men held out until five minutes from 
the end when “Super Pippo” Inzaghi 
headed home from close range and 
booked them into the quarterfinals, 

“I want to publicly thank my 
players, because they are men and 
athletes of the greatest quality,” 
Lippi said proudly, “And I’m not 
saying that just because we've got 
through the next round, I would 
have said it anyway.” 

Looking ahead to the rest of the 
season, his prophetic comment was: 
“This is certainly a major turning 
point for us,” 

He was proved right the 
following month as Juventus 
overtook Inter Milan at the top of 
the Serie A and his team went on to 
reach this month’s European Cup 
final against Real Madrid. 

However, it needed large helpings 
of the Juventus spirit to see off 
Dynamo Kiev after it finished 1-1 in 
Turin. 

Juventus headed into the second 
leg having drawn all of its previous 
four games, including a humiliating 
22 draw just four days previously at 
home to Serie A laughing stock 
Napoli, who only had 10 men. 

But if things were going well in 
Europe, there was a growing 
controversy over Juventus’ success 
in Italy; a controversy which 
exploded two weeks ago, sending 
shockwaves through the world of 
Italian sport and politics. 


‘The problem first surfaced back 
in November, when Udinese’s 
German ace Oliver Bierhoff chipped 
the ball past stranded goalkeeper 
Angelo Peruzzi and over the goal 
Tine. 

Juventus defender Ciro Ferrara 
swept the ball back across the line in 
a sliding tackle and instead of being 
2-1 to Udinese, the referee waved 
play-on, Juventus eventually won 4- 
rE 


As an isolated incident, it would 
probably have been forgotten, 
however, it proved to be the start of 
half a dozen episodes, featuring a 
repeat incident against Empoli, three 
seemingly clear penalties against 
Juventus not given (of which two 
were in championship deciders 
against Lazi and Inter) and a penalty, 
awarded to Lippi’s team after 
Juventus had failed to score when 
given the advantage of an open goal. 

Rivals cried scandal, and a 
popular conclusion was that 
Juventus was being protected by the 
nation’s referees who, though in 
good faith, were unconsciously 
under the spell of arguably the best 
football team in the world. 

‘The events in April were thrown 
into even sharper contrast by a 
prediction made back in February by 
AS Roma coach Zdenek Zeman. 

“Juventus will win the league 
because they have the best team and 
because they are helped by the 
referees,” he said. 

Juventus’ ultimate triumph might 
mean that the Italian title race 
finished on Sunday, but for many 
people, the doubts will remain for 
some time to come, 


INZAGHI’S 
HAT-TRICK 


Champion Juventus retained its 
Italian league title after Filippo 


Bari 2 

Brescia 2 

Empoli 3 

Juventus 3 

Lazio 1 

AC Milan 1 

Piacenza 3 

Sampdoria 1 

Udinese 1 
P Ww D 
Juventus 33 21 10 
Thter 33 20 6 
Udinese 33 18 7 
Parma 33, 15 12 
Lazio 33 16 8 
Roma 33 15 i 


Fiorentina 33 14 12 


Empoli 3 «10 1 
Bari 33 10 ip 
Vicenza 33 9 2) 
Piacenza 33 6 16 
Brescia 33 8 8 
Atalanta 33 7 10 
Lecce 33 6 8 
Napoli 330«(2 7 


Inzaghi scored a hat-trick to earn 
them a stirring 3-2 victory over 
Bologna. 

League rival Inter Milan 
conceded two goals in the last 
five minutes to go down 2-1 to 
Bari, but the result counted for 
nothing as Juventus secured the 
25th league title of its history by 
defeating Bologna in Turin. 

Juventus, which has won three 
league titles in the last four 
seasons, finished the day with 73 
points to Inter’s 66, with one 
game to play. 

The hero of the day was once 
again “Super Pippo” Inzaghi, the 
man whose late winner against 
Manchester United in December 
put them into the quarter-finals of 
the European Champions League 
and whose hat-trick against 
Dynamo Kiev guided them into 
the semi-finals, 

With the league title now out of 
the way, Juventus can concentrate 
on its forthcoming Champions 
League final with Real Madrid in 
Amsterdam on May 20. 

Russian international Igor 
Kolyvanoy gave Bologna a shock 
lead in the 11th minute, but 
Frenchman Zinedine Zidane broke 
down the flank and crossed for 
Inzaghi to head the home an 
equalizer in the 34th, 

Inzaghi then put Juventus in 
front just four minutes after the 
re-start, but World Cup hopeful 
Roberto Baggio levelled with a 
superb demonstration of finishing 
against his old club in the 55th 
minute, watched by Italy's 
national coach Cesare Maldini. 

However, there was no 
stopping Juventus as Inzaghi 
struck again in the 80th minute to 
put the result, and the league 
championship, beyond doubt. 


SERIE A RESULTS - ROUND 33 


Inter Milan 
Napoli 
Vicenza 
Bologna 
Fiorentina 
Parma 

AS Roma 
Lecce 
Atalana 


o-be anne 


SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


LATIN AMERICA ROUND-UP 


ARGENTINA 


lez Sarsfield goalkeeper Jose Luis Chilavert and referee 
Javier Castrilli were again in the limelight as Velez drew 
with Lanus in a top-of-the-table clash. 

Paraguay captain Chilavert converted a penalty for his fourth 
goal of the tournament while Castrilli, known for his liberal use 
of the red card, sent-off Javier Sotomayor of Velez and Lanus’s 
Gabriel Ramon. 


2 


Last week Castrilli 
caused outrage in 
Brazil when he 
awarded a highly 
| dubious last-minute 
penalty that enabled 
Corinthians to win 
their Paulista 
championship semi- 
final against underdogs 
Portuguesa, He also 
sent-off three players 
from Portuguesa and 

‘one from Corinthians. 
Velez twice came 
from behind to salvage 
a draw which kept 
them top of the 
Clausura (Closing) 
championship, the 
second of two 
tournaments played in 
the Argentine season, 
on goal difference 
from Gimnasia-La 
Chilavert Plata. Lanus are two 
points behind with 

fourth-placed Gimnasia-Jujuy a further seven points adrift, 

Gimnasia-La Plata overtook Lanus and went level with Velez 
on points thanks to a 3-1 win away to Gimnmasia-Salta. 

Boca Juniors’ miserable season continued as they lost 3-2 at 
home to Deportivo Espanol, who had only previously won one 
game, and slipped to 14th, 

Two goals by Juan Parodi and one by Carlos Galvan had 
given Deportivo a 3-0 lead in Boca’s once impregnable ‘La 
Bombonera’ (Chocolate Box) stadium. Claudio Caniggia and 
Peruvian intemational Nolberto Solano pulled two goals back to 
give the score an air of respectability for Boca whose coach 
Hector Veira had resigned ten days ago in the wake of poor 
results. 


BRAZIL 


‘orinthians won the first-leg of the Paulista (Sao Paulo 
state) championship final against Sao Paulo in a game of 


» three headed goals. 


An 80,000 crowd saw central defender Cris give Corinthians, 
who many felt did not deserve to be in the final after last week's 
Stormy tie with Portuguesa, a 2-1 win and leave them needing a 
draw in next Sunday’s second-leg to take the title for the second. 
successive year. 


| 
| 
Ie 
| 


record in the competition, 

Romario scored a hat-trick as Flamengo beat Madureira 3-2 in 
the Carioca (Rio de Janeiro state) championship. Police had to 
pull Madureira players away from the linesman as they protested 
that his first goal was offside, 

Vasco da Gama lead the third stage of the tournament with 
maximum points from three games and will take the title if they 
win, having already won the second stage. 


PARAGUAY 
Pp: championship resumed after a two-week strike 
called by players who want to be allowed to leave their 
clubs automatically when their contracts expire. 
Olimpia, who had Jost their unbeaten record on the first 
weekend of the strike when clubs fulfilled their fixtures by 
fielding youth teams, suffered again when they were beaten 1-0 


Corinthians 
full-back Rodrigo 
was sent-off for 
two bookable 
offences, both 
fouls on Sao 
Paulo's Brazilian 
international 
Denilson, who 
otherwise had a 
quiet game. 

If the 
aggregate score 
finishes level this 
week, Sao Paulo 
will take the title 
on having the 
better overall 


by 12 de Octubre. 

This allowed their arch-rivals Cerro Porteno, who were one 
point behind them before the strike, to open a five-point 
advantage by beating Guarani 2-0 in the Apertura (Opening)| 
tournament, the first stage of the Paraguayan championship. 


MEXICO 


loluca and Necaxa will meet in the final of the Verano} 
(Summer) championship, the second of two tournaments) 
played in the Mexican season, 

Toluca, whose fans are famous for stripping their shirts off to 
celebrate goals, overcame America 2-1 to go through 3-2 on 
aggregate while Necaxa won by the same overall score after a 1-| 
1 draw at home to Atlas. 

Jose Abundis and Chilean Fabian Estay, who is being 
considered for a national team| 
recall in time for the World Cup, 
put Toluca two goals ahead while 
Uruguay’s Gabriel Cedres grabbed| 
a late consolation for America. 

America’s Brazilian-born| 
Mexican international Zague was 
sent-off in the first-half for} 
punching Toluca’s Paraguayan top 
scorer, Jose Cardozo, in the face. 

America will now retum to Argentina to face River Plate in 
their South American Libertadores Cup second round, second leg} 
match, 

‘Their first match was called off last week because the referee 


failed to turn up. 
CHILE 
Mis. provincial teams Concepcion and Rangers share! 
the lead in the Chilean championship. Concepcion’ 
overcame Wanderers 3-2 while Rangers won 2-1 away to 
Tquique, leaving the| 
pair level on 12 points} 


Colo, the 
country’s biggest club, 
slipped to third after a 
goalless stalemate with 
Palestino, nine-goal 
winners last week over! 
Deportes Temuco who! 
fielded their reserve! 
team because of a strike 
by the professionals. 
Universidad de Chile} 
Slipped to fifth after a 1-0 defeat away to Cobreloa while| 
Universidad Catolica suffered a shock 3-1 home defeat by 
Huachipato. 


URUGUAY 
acional and Penarol, who traditionally dominate. 
Uruguayan football, both won at the weekend and share| 
the lead in the Apertura tournament with 15 points from 
seven games, = 
Nacional beat Rampla Juniors 3-1 while Penarol, who are| 
aiming for their sixth consecutive championship, beat Liverpool 
5-1, 
‘The Uruguayan championship, which follows the calendar] 
is divided into two stages — the Apertura and Clausura — 
with the winners meeting in the final. 


COLOMBIA 


defeats has seen them eliminated from the South American 
Libertadores Cup and slip to eighth place in the Colombian| 
championship, which is led by Atletico Nacional. 


BOLIVIA 
olivar and ‘The Strongest drew 1-1 in a derby match in 
/La Paz, while Wilsertmann stayed top of the Apertura 
tournament without playing. Wilstermann are one point 
ahead of second-placed Guabira who lost 2-0 away to San| 
Jose, 


As in Uruguay, the Bolivian 
championship follows the 
calendar year. 

It is divided into two stages’ 
with the winners meeting in 
the final. 

This way there is added) 
excitement to the finals and} 
allows for greater flexibility. 


ROMARIO INJURED 


fter setting up the winning goal, 
Brazilian World Cup striker 
Romario limped off with a pulled 
muscle in a match his Flamengo side won 1- 


O against Friburgense . 


He pulled up as he was chasing a ball early 
in the second-half of his team’s away win in 
the Carioca (Rio de Janeiro state) 
championship clutching the back of his right 
ley 


2. 

He watched the rest of the match while 
grimacing from the sidelines. 

A Flamengo doctor estimated that Romario 
would be out of action seven to ten days and 
the star striker would be examined further. 

The little genius’ winning goal brought 


competition. 


Flamengo to within one point of leaders _ 
Vasco da Gama in the third stage of the 


Romario was included in the Brazilian 


World Cup squad named last week and also 


Brazilians at all levels are known for. 


apprehensive. 


in the starting line-up for their opening match 
with Scotland on June 10, named by Mario 
Zagallo. An unusual ploy, however, one the 


Flamengo central defender Junior Baiano, 
also named in the team, gaye the sort of 
performance that will leave Brazilian fans 


He twice pulled down Friburgense players 
in the penalty area but got away with it on 
both occasions as the referee waved play-on. 


PELE PRAISES ZAGALLO 


ele praised Brazili 

Zagallo for his surprising decision to 

unveil the starting line-up for the 
team’s first World Cup game. 

The absence of Juninho and the last-minute 
inclusions of midfielder Giovanni and 
defender Marcio Santos — who played in the 
triumphant 1994 team — were the only real 
‘surprises when Zagallo named the squad last 
week, nearly a month before the deadline, 

‘The real shock was his decision to announce 
the team to face Scotland in the tournament's 
opening game on June 10 — Taffarel, Cafu, 
Aldair, Junior Baiano, Roberto Carlos, 
Dunga, Cesar Sampaio, Giovanni, Rivaldo, 


Ronaldo and Romario, 


Zagallo, who said the team would be 
changed only in case of injury, has never 
fielded this line-up in his four years and 63 
games in charge. So is he bluffing? 

“For the first time, the coach has had the 
courage to say who will be in the team,” said 


Pele. 


training.” 


Most former players, coaches and 
newspaper columnists said that Zagallo had 
been right to include in-form Giovanni at the 
expense of Juninho, who broke his ankle in a 
Spanish championship match three months 


ago. 


“They sent Lidio Toledo to Spain, created an 
illusion for the player and the next day left him 


‘out of the team.” 


Another sticking point was Zagallo’s 
decision to omit 36-year-old defender Mauro 
Galvao, who has been in excellent form for his 


“This is what we needed to stop the 
speculation and have-a-team that can start 


They also welcomed the inclusion of 
Marcio Santos, whose last international 
appearance was a disastrous performance in a 
4-2 defeat by Norway one year ago but who 
has since retumed to his best at Sao Paulo. 
However, Zagallo was criticised for the way 
in which Juninho had been treated. The 
Alletico Madrid player had moved mountains 
to recover quickly enough to play his 
‘comeback game for his club at the weekend, 
Brazil team doctor Lidio Toledo saw the 
match and afterwards told reporters that 
Juninho was fit enough to be selected. Yet 48 
‘ * ,__| hours later he was excluded. “I think that what 
Dia champions America lost their fifth consecutive| they did to Juninho was disrespectful,” said 
‘match as they went down 1-0 to Tulua. The string of] former international Carlos Alberto Torres. 


coach Mario club side Vasco da Gama, 


every five days for his club this year. 


right-back in the 22-man squad, 


team. 


Cafu: Brazil's exciting right-sided 
player, named in the 22. 


“The World Cup is now and not in the year 
2000. If I was younger, they'd be saying that I 
wasn’t old.enough,” said Galvao, who pointed 
out that he had played an average of one game 


The main worry for Brazilians has become 
the right-back position. Cafu, who has hit a 
bad patch of form, was the only recognised 


“He's the least bad in that position,” said 
Tostao, who played alongside Pele in the 1970 
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